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Right Honourable 
PHILIP 

EARL OF 

CHESTERFIELD. 



MY LORD> 

THAT I prefume to dedicate 
the firft volume of the World 
to your Lordlhip, will I hope be for- 
given me. It is not enough that I can 
flatter myfelf with having beeii fre- 
quently honoured with your corre- 
fpondence; I would infinuate it to the 
public, that under the fandtion of your 
Lordfhip's name, I may hope for a 
more favourable reception from my 
readers. 

If it {hould be expefted upon this 

occafion, that I (hould point out which 

A a , papers 



DEDICATION. 

papers are your Lordfhip's, and which 
my own, I muft beg to be excufed ; 
for while, like the Cuckoo in the fa- 
ble, I am mixing, my note with the 
Nightingale's, I cannot refift- the va- 
nity of crying out, How fweetly we 
Birds Jing ! 

If I knew of any great or amiable 
qualification that your Lordfhip did 
not really poffefs, I woulch (according 
to the ufual cuffom of dedications) be- 
flow it freely : but till I am otherwife 
inftrudted, I fhall reft fatisfied with 
paying my moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments N to your Lordfhip, and with 
fubferibing myfelf, 

Tour Lordship's 

Obliged, and 
Moji Obedient Servant* 



ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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Numb, i»" Thursday, January 4*17 53. 

Nihil dulcius 5/?, bene quam munita tenere 
Edita doftrina fapientum templa ferena ; 
Defpicere unde queas alios, pajjimque videre 
Errare, atque viam palanteis quarere vita. 
Certare ingenfo, contendere nobilitate, 
NocJeii atque dies niti praftante labors 
Adfummas emergere opes y rerumque potiri. 

Lucret. 

" A T the village of Aronche, in the pro- 
<c AV vince of Eftremadura (fays an old 
" **- -*• Spanifh author) lived Gonzales de 
" Caftro, who from the age of twelve to fifty- 
u two was. deaf, dumb, and blind. His chearfuh 
" fubmiffion to fo deplorable a misfortune, and 
<c the misfortune itfelf, fo endeared him to the . 
" village, thqf to worfhip the holy virgin, and 
" to love and ferve Gonzales, were confidered 
" as duties of the fame importance; and to neg- 
" le£l the latter was to offend the former. 

" It happened one day, as he was fitting at his 

" door, and offering up his mental prayers to St. 

4< J a g°> ^ at ^ e f° un( l himfelf, on a fudden, re- 

A 3 " ftored 
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44 ftored to all the privileges he had loft. The 
44 new6 ran quickly through the village, and old 
44 and young, rich and poor, the bufy and the 
44 idle, thronged round him with congratula- 
44 tions. 

44 But as if the bleflings of this life were only 
44 given us for afflictions, he began in a few 
44 weeks tolofe the relifliofhis enjoyments, and 
44 to repine at the poffefiion of thoie faculties v 
44 which ferved only to difcover to him the fol- 
<c .lies and diforders of his neighbours, and to 
44 teach him that the intent of fpeech was too 
44 often to deceive* 

44 Though the inhabitants of Aronche were 
44 as honeft as other villagers, yet Gonzales^ 
* 4 who had formed hia ideas of men aj>d things 
44 from their natures and ufes,. grew oftended at 
44 their manners. He faw the avarice of *ge, 
44 the prodigality of youth, the quarrels of bro- 
44 thers, the treachery of friends, the frauds of" 
44 lovers, the infolence of the rich, the knavery 
4 * of the poor, and the depravity of all. Thefe^ 
<4 as he law and heard, ne (poke of with cbm- 
44 plaint ; and endeavoured by the gentleft ad* 
44 monitions to excite men to goodnefs # "-~ 

From this place the (lory is torn out to the laft 
paragraph ; which fays, <4 That he lived to a 
44 comfortable old age, defpifed and hated by his 
44 neighbours, for pretending tob^wifej: and bet-. 
44 ter than themfelves ; and that he breathed out 
44 his foul in thefe memorable wofds, that//* 
44 who would enjoy many friends , and live happy in 
c< the worlds Jhould be deaf, dum y and blind to the 
44 follies and vices of it" 

Jf candour, humility, and an earneft defire of 
inftru&ion and amendment* were not the diftin- 

gujfhing 



f 



N # i. T H E W O R L D. j 

uifhing characteriftics of the prefent times, this 
imple fiory had filenced me as an author. But 
when every day's experience fhews me, that our 
young gentlemen of fafhion are lamenting at 
every tavern the frailties of their natures, and con- 
fe£Qng to one another whofe daughters they have 
ruined, and whofe wives they have corrupted ; 
not by way of boafting, as fome have ignorantly 
imagined, but to be reproved and amended by 
their penitential companions : when I obferve 
too, from an almoft-blameable degree of mor 
defty, they accufe themfelves of more vices than 
they have conftitutions to commit; I am led by 
a kind of impulfe to this work ; which is indeed 
to be a public repofitory for the real frailties of 
thefe young gentlemen, in order to relieve them 
from the neceffity of fuch private confefftons. 

The prefent times are no left favourable ta 
me in another yery material circumftance. It 
was the opinion of our ancestors, that there are 
few things more difficult, or that required greater 
ftill ana addrefs, than die fpeaking properly of 
one's felf. But if by fpeaking properly be meant 
fpeaking fuccefsfully, the art is now as well 
known among u$ as that of printing or of making 
gunpowder. 

Whoever is acquainted with the writings of 
thofe eminent practitioners in phyfick, who make 
their appearance either in hand-bills, or in the 
weekly or daily papers, will fee clearly that there 
is a certain and invariable method of (peaking of 
one's felf to every body's fatisfa&ion. I mail 
therefore introduce my own importance to the 
public, as near as I can, in the manner and 
words of thofe gentlemen ; not doubting of the 
fame credit,, and the fame advantages. 

A. 4, ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

CT*0 be fpoke with every Thurfday at Tullfs head 
-* in Pall-mall, Adam Fitz-Adam ; who af- 
ter forty years travel through all the parts of the 
known and unknown world \ after, having invejli- 
gated all thefciences, acquired all languages, and en- 
tered into the deepe/l rcceffes of nature and the paf-. 
Jions, is, at laft, for the emolument and glory of bis 
native country ', returned to England \ where he u?i- 
dertakes to cure all the difeafes of the human mind. 
He cures lying, cheating, /wearing, drinking, ga- 
ming, avarice, and ambition in the mfy ; and envy, 
Jlander, coquetry, prudery, vanity, wantonnefs, and 
inconflancy in the women. He undertakes, by afafe, 
pleafant, andfpeedy method, to get hufbands for young 
maids, and good-humour for old ones. He injlrufts 
wives, after the eafiejl and newejl fajhion, in the 
art of pleaftng, and widows in the art of mourning: 
He gives common fenfe to philofophers, candour to 
difputants, modefly to critics^ decency to men of 
fajhion, and frugality to tradefmen. For farther 
.particulars enquire at the place above-mentioned, or 
cf any of the kings and princes in Europe, AJia, 
Africa, or America. 

N. B. The doclor per f 01ms his operations by le- 
nitives and alteratives*, never applying corrojivvs, 
but when inveterate ill habits have rendered gentler 
methods inejfeclual. 

Having thus fatisfied the public of my amaz- 
ing abilities, and having, no doubt, raifed its cu- 
riofity to an extraordinary height, I fhall defcend, 
all at once, from my dodtorial dignity, to'addrefs 
myfelf to my readers as the author of a weekly 
paper of amufement, called The World. - 

My 
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My defign in this jJaper is to ridicule, with no- 
velty and good-humour, the fafhions, follies,, 
vices, and abfurdities of that part of the human 
fpecies which calls itfelf the world, and to 
trace it through all its bufinefs, pleafures, and 
amufements. But though my fubje&s will 
chiefly confine me to the town, I do not mean 
never to make excurfions into the country ; on 
the contrary, when the profits of thefe lucubra- 
tions (hall have enabled me to fet up a one-horfe, 
chair, I (hall take frequent occafions of inviting 
my reader to a (eat in it, and of driving him to. 
fcenes of pure air, tranquillity, and innocence,. 
from fmoke, hurry, and intrigue. 

There are only two fubje&s which, as mat- 
ters ftand at prefent, I fhall abfolutely difclaim- 
touching upon; and thefe are religion and poli- 
tics. The former of them feems to be fo uni- 
verfally pra&ifed, and the latter fo generally un- 
derftood, that to enforce the one, or to explain 
the other, would be to offend the whole body ciT 
my readers. To fay truth, I have ferious reafons 
for avoiding the firft of thefe fubjects. A weak 
advocate may ruin a good caufe. And if religion? 
can be defended by no better arguments than; 
fome I have lately feen in the public papers and 
magazines, die wifeft way is to fay nothing about 
k. In relation, to politics, I (hall only obferve^ 
that the minifter is not yet fo thoroughly ac^- 
quainted with my abilities as to truft me with* 
his fecrets. The moment he throws afide his 
referve, I fhall throw afide mine, and make the 
public as wife as my felf. 

My readers will, I hope, excufe me, if here- 
after they fhculd find me very fparing of mottoes 
to thefe, efTays. I knfcw.very well that a littfe 
. A 5 Latin 
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Latin or Greek, to thofe who underftand no lan- 
guage but Englifh, is both fatisfa&ory and en- 
tertaining. It gives an air of dignity to a paper* 
and is a convincing proof that the author is a 
perfon of profound learning and erudition. But 
in the opinion of thofe who are in the fecret of 
fuch motto's, the cuftora is, as Shakefpear fays* 
more honoured in the breach than the ob{er~ 
yance ; a motto being generally ehofen after the 
effay is written, and hardly ever having affinity 
to it through two pages together. But the truth* 
is, I have a ftronger reafon for declining this 
cuftom: it is, that the follies I intend frequently 
to treat of, and the characters I (hall from time 
to time exhibit to my readers,, will be fuch as the 
Greeks and Romans were entirely unacquainted 
with* 

It may perhaps be expected, before I difinifs 
.this paper, that I fhould take a little notice of 
my ingenious brother authors, who are obliging 
tbe public with their daily and periodical labours. 
With all thefe gentlemen I defire to live in 
peace, friendfhip, and good neighbourhood ; or. 
if any one of them {hall think proper to declare 
war againft me unprovoked, I hope he will not: 
infill upon my taking farther notice of hira, than 
only to fay, as the old ferjeaat did to his eniign 
who was beating him, / bffiecb your honour not to 
hqrt yourfelfi 

ADVERTISEMENT to the WITS, 

JT^HEREAS it isexpecled that the title of 
. ** this paper will occajion certain quips, cranks , 
and conceits at the Bedford and other coffee-houfes in- 
Ms town; this is therefore to give notice, that the 

words* 
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words, this ts a fad worlds a vain worlds a dull 
world, a wretched world, a trifling world, en ig- 
norant world, a damned world \ or that I hate the 
world, am weary cf the world, fick of the world, or 
phrafes to the fame effeft, applied to this paper, Jhall> 
be voted) by all that hear them, to be without wit, 
humour, or pleafantry 9 and be treated accordingly. 

Numb. 2. Thursday, January 11, 1753. 

IT is an obfervation of Lord Bacon, " Thafc 
"the fame of Cicero, Seneca, and the 
** younger Pliny, had fcarce lafted to this day, 
** or^at leaft not fo frefh, if it had not been 
4< joined with fome vanity and Bo^fting in theffi- 
*< felves: for boafting (continues that great wri- 
•* ter) feems to .be like varnifli, that not only 
4< makes wood fhine, but laft." 

How greatly are the moderns obliged to lord 
Bacon for giving another reafon for the fuccefs 
of the ancients,, than fuperiority of merit ! Thefe 
gentlemen have taken care, it feems, to lay oh- 
their varnifh fo extremely thick, that common 
wood has been miftaken for ebony, and ebony for 
enamel. 

But if the ancients owe all their reputation tt> 
their (kill in varnifhing, as no doubt they do, k 
appears very wonderful, that while the art re- 
mains, it mould be fo totally neglefted by mo- 
dern authors; especially when they experience 
every day, that for want of this . covering, thp 
critics, in the fhape of worms, have eat into their 
wood,, and crumbled it to powder. 

A 6 Bow 
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But to treat this matter plainly, and with- 
out a figure ; it is mod certainly owing to the 
baftifulnefs of the moderns that their works are 
not held in higher eftimation than thofe of the 
ancients. And this, I think, will be as apparent 
as any other truth, if we confider for a moment 
the nature and office of the people called critics. 
It is the nature of thefe people to be exceedingly 
dull ; and it is their' office to pronounce decifively 
upon the merit and demerit of all works what- 
soever. Thus,, chufing themfelves into the faid 
office, and happening to fet out without tafte, 
talents, or judgment, they have no way of 
gueffing at the excellency of an author, but from 
what the faid author has been gracioufly pleafed 
to fay of it himfelf: and as raoft of the moderns are 
afraid of communicating to the public all that 
paffes in their hearts on that fubjecT:, the critics, 
miftaking their referve for a confeffion of weak- 
nefe, have pronounced fentence upon their works, 
that they are good for nothing. Nor is it mat- 
ter of wonder that they proceed in this method i 
for by what rule of reafon fhould a man expefl the 
good word of another, who has nothing to fay 
in favour of himfelf ? 

To avoid therefore the cenfure of the critics, 
and to engage their approbation, I take this early 
opportunity of affuring them that I have the plea- 
sure of ftanding extremely high in my own opi- 
nion j and if I do not think proper to fay with 
Horace, 

Sublimi feriamfidera vertice. 

or with. Ovid, 

Jamque opus incepi, quod nee Jovis !ra, nee ignet y 
wc potent ferrumy nee edax abokrt vetujlas. 

it 



N° 2. T H E W O R L D. 13 

it is becaufe I chufc to temper vanity with humi- 
lity ; having fometimes found that a man may be 
too arrogant, as well as too humble j though it 
muft always be acknowledged that in affairs of 
enterprize, which require ftrength, genius, or ac- 
tivity, aflurance will fucceed where modefty will 
fail. 

. To fet forth the utility of blending thefe two 
virtues, and to exemplify in a particular inftance 
the fuperiority of aflurance, as I began my firft 
paper with a tale, I fhall end this with a fable. 

Modesty, the daughter of knowledge, and 
Assurance, the offspring of ignorance, met ac- 
cidentally upon the road ; and as both had 11 long 
way to go, and had experienced from former 
hardfliips, that they were alike unqualified to 
purfue their journey alone, they agreed, notwith- 
itanding the opposition in their natures, to lay 
afide all animofities, and, for their mutual ad- 
vantage, to travel together. It was in a country 
where there were no inns for entertainment ; fo 
that to their own addrefs, and. to the hofpitality 
.of the inhabitants, they were continually to be 
obliged for provifion and lodging. 

Assurance had never failed getting admit- 
tance to the houfes of the great ; but it had fre- 
quently been her misfortune to be turned out of 
doors, at a time when fhe was promifing herfeif 
an elegant entertainment, or a bed of down to 
. reft upon. Modesty had been excluded from 
all fuch houfes, and compelled to take fhelter in 
the cottages of the poor ; where, though fhe had 
leave to continue as long as (he pleafed, a trufs 
of draw had been her ufual bed, and roots or the 
conrfeft provifion her conftant repair. But as 
both,, by this accidental meeting, were become 

friends. 
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friends and fellow travellers, they entertained 
hopes of affiftine each other, and of fhortening 
the way by dividing the cares of it.- 

Assurance, who was drafted lightly in a 
(ummer filk and fhort petticoats, and who had 
fomething commanding in her voice and pre- 
fence, found the fame eafy accefs as before to the 
caftles and palaces upon the way; while Mo- 
desty, who fbllowed her in a ruffet gown,, 
freaking low, and cafting her eyes upon the 
ground, was as ufual pufhed back by the porter 
at the gate, till introduced by her companion ;; 
whofe faihionable appearance and familiar ad- 
drefs got admiflion for both.. 

And now, by the endeavours of eachto fup- 
port the other,, their difficulties vaniihed, and 
they faw themfelves the favourites of all com- 
panies, and the parties of their pleafures r fefti- 
vals, and amufements. The Tallies of Assu- 
rance were continually checked by the delicacy 
of Modesty, and the blufhes of Modesty 
were frequently relieved by the vivacity of As- 
surance ; who, though me was fometimes de- 
tected at her ol<t pranks, which always put her 
companion out of countenance, was yetfe awed, 
by her pretence, as to ftop fhort of offence. 

Thus in the company of Modesty, Assu- 
rance gained that reception and efteem, which 
.fte had vainly hoped for in her abfence ; while 
Modesty, by means of her new acquaintance,, 
kept the belt company, feafted upon delicacies, 
and flept in the chambers of ftate. Assurance, . 
indeed, had in one particular the afoendancy 
over her companion : for if any one afked Mo- 
desty whofe daughter (he was, (he blufhed and' 
made no anfwer.j while Assurance took the 
3 advantage. 
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advantage of her filence, and impofed herfelf up- 
on the world as die offspring of Knowledge* 

In this manner did the travellers purfue their 
journey ; Assurance taking the lead through:, 
the great towns and cities,, and apologizing tor 
the rufticity of her companion ; wnile Mo- 
desty went foremoft through the villages and 1 
hamlets, and excufed the odd behaviour of As- 
surance, by preferring her as a courtier. 

It happened one day,, after having meafured a: 
tedious length of road, that they came to a nar- 
row river,, which by a hafty fwell had wafhqd 
away the bridge that was built over it. As they 
flood upon the bank, cafting their eyes upon the 
oppofite fhore, they faw at a little diftance a 
magnificent caftle, and a cn&d of people inviting 
them to come over.. Assurance, who ftopt 
at nothing,, throwing afide the covering from 
her limbs, plunged almofi naked into the 
ft ream, and fwam fafely. to the other fide. Mo- 
desty, offended at the indecency, of her com- 
panion, and diffident of her own ftrength, would; 
have declined, the danger > but being urged by; 
Assurance, and derided for her cowardice by, 
the people on* the other fide, fhe unfortunately^ 
ventured beyond her depth, and oppreffed by her. 
fears, as well as entangled by her cloaths, which, 
were bound tightly about, her,, immediately dif- 
appeared,. and was driven by the current none 
knows whither. It is (aid, indeed,, that fhe was 
afterwards taken up alive by a fifherman.upon the 
Englifh coaft, and that fhortiy fhe will be 
brought to. this metropolis, and fhewn to the 
curious of both fexes with the Jurprifing Oro-*- 
i*uto Savage, and the wonderful Panther- 
Mare. 

k . ^SSURANCE* 
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Assurance, not in the leaft daunted, par- 
fiied her journey alone ; and though not altoge- 
ther as fuccefsfully as with her companion, yet 
having learnt in particular companies, and upon* 
particular occafions, to aflume the air and man- 
ner of Modesty, fhe was received kindly at 
every houfej and at laft arriving at the end of 
her travels, (he became a very great lady, and 
rofe to be firft maid of honour t;o the queen of 
the country, 

!@8&3I!e9eJ«Sef!eUSS&»e9&Siiet 

Numb. 3. Thursday, January 18, 175J. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SIR, 
TFI had inclination and ability to do the cru- 
J^ eleft thing upon earth to the man I hated r 
I would lay him under the neeeifity of borrowing 
money of a friend. 

You are to know, fir, that I am curate of a 
parifli within ten miles of town, at. forty pounds 
per annum ; that I am five-and-thirty years old, 
and that I have a wife* and two children. My 
father, who was a clergyman of fome note in. the 
country, unfortuaately- died foon after I came 
from college, and left me matter of feventeen 
hundred pounds. With this fum, which I 
thought a very great one, I came up to town, 
took lodgings in Leicefter-Fields, put a. narrow 
lace jjpon my frock, learnt to dance of Denoyer, 
bought my moes of.Tull, my fword of Beckety 
my hat of Wagner, and my inuff-box of Deard. 
In fhort, I entered into the fpirit of tatte, and 
5 was 
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was looked upon as a fafhionablc young fellow* 
I do not mean that I was really fo, according to 
the town-acceptation of the term ; for I had as 
great an avcrfion to infidelity, libertinifm, ga- 
ming, and drunkennefs, as the moil unfalhionable 
man alive. All that my enemies, or, what is 
more, all that my friends can fay againft me, is> 
that -in my drefs I rather imitated the coxcomb 
than the floven ; that I 'preferred good company 
to reading the fathers ; that I liked a dinner at 
the tavern better than one at a private houfe ; 
that I was oftener at -the play than at evening 
prayers ; that I ufually went from the play to the 
tavern again ; and that in five years time I fpent 
every {hilling of my fortune. They may alfo add, 
if they pleafe, as the climax of my follies, that 
when 1 was worth nothing myfelf, I married the 
moft amiable woman in the world, without a 
penny to her fortune, only becaufe we loved each 
other- to diftraftion, and were miferable afunderv 
. -To the whole of this charge I plead guilty 5 
and have moft .heartily repented of every article 
of it, except the laft : I am, indeed, a little ap- 
prehenfive that my wife is my predominant 
paflion, and that 1 fhall carry it with me to 
the grave. 

. I had contracted an intimacy at college with 
a young fellow, whofetafte, age, and inclinations 
were exactly fuited to my own. Nor did this 
intimacy end with our ftudies j we renewed it in 
town ; and as our fortunes were pretty equal, 
and both of us our own mafters, we lodged in 
the fame houfe, drefled in the fame manner, fol- 
lowed the fame diverfions, fpent all we had, and 
were ruined together. My friend, whofe genius 
was more enterprizing than mine, fleered his 

courfe 
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courfeto the Weft-Indies, while I entered into 
holy orders at home, and wjls ordained to the 
curacy above-mentioned* 

At the end of two years I married* as I toW 

you before ; and being a wit as well as a par- 

. ion, 1 made a fhift by pamphlets, poems, fer~ 

mons, and furplice fees, to increafe my income 

to about a hundred a year. 

I think I (hall pay a -compliment to my 
wife's ceconomy, whea I aflure you, that not- 
withftanding the narrownefs of our fortune, we 
did not run out above ten pounds a year i for if 
it be confidered that we had both been ufed to- 
company and good -living ; that the largeft part 
of our income was precarious, and consequently 
if we ftarved ourfelves we were not fure of laying 
up \ that as an author I was vain, and as a par- 
ion ambitious ± always imagining that my wit 
would introduce me to the minifter, or my or- 
thodoxy to the bifhop ; and exclufive of thefe 
circumfcances, if it be alfo confidered that we 
were generous in our natures, and charitable to. 
the poor* it will be rather a wonder that we fpent 
fo little. 

It is now five year9 and; a quarter fince our 
marriage ; in all which time 1 have been run- 
Ding in debt without a poffibility of helping it. 
Laft Chriftmas I took a furvey of my circum- 
ftances, and had the mortification to find that I 
was fifty-one pounds fifteen {hillings worfe than, 
nothing. The uneafinefs I felt upon this difco- 
very determined me to fit down and write a tra- 
gedy. I foon found a fable to my mind, and was 
making a confiderable progrefs in. the work,, 
when 1 received intelligence that my old friend 
and companion was juft returned from Jamaica,, 

where 
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where he hud married a planter's widow of im- 
menfe fortune, buried her, and farmed out the 
eftateihe had left him foe tw$ thoufand pounds, 
a year upon the exchange of London. 

I RJ5JQICBP heartily at this news,, and took 
the firft opportunity of paying my congratula- 
tions upon fo happy an occafioru As I was. 
drefied for this vifit in very clean canonicals, my 
friend, who* poffibly, had connected the idea of 
a good living with a good caflbek^ received me 
with the itfmoft complaifance and good humour * 
and after having teftined his joy at Teeing me, de- 
fired to he informed of my fortune and prefer- 
ment. I gave him a particular account of all 
that had happened to me fince our feparation ; 
and concluded with a very blunt requeft,. that 
he would lend me fifty guinea* to pay my debt* 
with,, and to make me the happieft curate withaa- 
the bilk of mortality* 

. As there was fomething curious in my friend's: 
anfwer to this requeft, I {hall give it you word 
for word, as near aa I can remember it $ mark-* 
Ing the whole fpeech in italics, that my own 
interruptions may not be miftaken.. 

FIFTY guineas! And fo you have run your* 
Jelf in debt fifty-two pounds Aen fallings I Within* 
a very trifle, fir. Jy 9 ay y Imeanfo. Fifty guinea*. 
it the fumy ou want ; and perhaps you would think 
it hard if I refufed lending it. I (hould indeed - 
I knew you would. Let mefej (going tq. the efcri- 
tpire). Can you change me a hundred pound note ? 
Who I,, fir ? You, furpri^e me* &tr* y John f 
(enters John) get change for a hundred pound 
note : I want to lend this gentleman fome money — Or 
-<-~n0) no \ ijhan't want you (Exit John). /£*•»• 
Ueve I bave^ forty guineas in mg pocktt. T*u may, 

get* 
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get the other ten fomewhere elfe. One, two, three*— 
Ay, there are juft forty guineas. And pray, fir r 
when do you intend to pay me ? ,1 had rather be ex- 
cufed, fir, from taking any ; I did not expert to 
be fo mortified. Extravagance, fir, is the fure 
road to mortification. I mujl deal plainly with you* 
He that lends his money has a right to deal plainly* 
You began the world with about two thoufand 
pounds in your pocket. — Seventeen hundred, . fir* 
And thej'e feventeen hundred pounds, I think, lofted 
you about five years. True, fir. Five times three 
are fifteen — Ay, you lived at the rate of about three 
hundred and fifty pounds a year. After this, as you 
tell meyourfelf, you turned curate ; and becauje forty* 
pounds a year was an immenfe fum, you very- pru- 
dently fell in love, and married a beggar* Do you 
think, fir, that if I had intended to marry a beggar 7 
IJhould have fpent my fortune as I did? No y fir ; 
/ married a woman of fortune, great fortune 5 and 
fo might you — What hindered you? out I fay no- 
thing again/i your wife. I hope you are both 
heartily forry wot you ever f aw one another's faces. 
Are your children boys or girls? Girls, fir. And I 
fuppofe I am to portion them ? But I mujl tell you 
once for all, fir, that this is the lafi fum you mujl 
expeit from Me. I have proportioned my expences 
to my ejlate, and will not be made uneafy by the ex- 
travagance of any man living. I have two thou- 
fand a year, and I fpend two thoufand. If you have 
but forty, I fee no occafion for your fpending more 
th^n forty. I have a fincere regard for you, and I 
think my aclions have proved it; but a gentleman, 
who knows you very well, told me yejlerday, that 
you were an expenfive, thoughtlefs, extravagant 
young fellow. 

I know not to what length my friend would* 

hiiva 
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have extended his harangue ; but as I had al- 
ready heard enough, I laid the forty guineas up- 
on the table, and, like lady Townly in the play, 
taking a great gulp, and fwallowing a wrong 
word or two, left the room without fpeaking a 
fyllable. 

I have now laid afide my tragedy, and am 
writing a comedy called, The Friend. . I do 
not know that I have wit enough for fuch a per- 
formance ; but if it be damned, it is no more 
than the author (though a parfon) will confent 
to be, if ever he makes a fecond attempt to bor- 
row money of a friend* 

Yofffc taking proper notice of this letter will 
oblige 

Your bumble fervant and admirer, 

T. H. 

To gratify my correfpondent, I have publifhed 
his letter in the manner I received it. But I 
muft entreat, the next time I have the favour of 
hearing from him, that he will contrive to be a 
little more new in his fubjedl : for I am fully 
perfuaded that ninety-nine out of every hundred, 
as well clergy as laity, who have borrowed mo j 
ney of their friends, have been treated exa&ly 
in the fame manner. 



. Numb. 4. Thursday, January 25, 1753.. 

TO the entertainment of my fair readers, 
and to recommend to them an old-fafliion- 
ed virtue, called prudence, I fhall devote this 
and a following paper. , If the ftory I am going to 
tell them fhould deferve their approbation, they 

are 
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are to thank the hufband and wife from whom I 
Jiad it ; and who are defirous, this day, of being 
the readers of their own adventures. 

An eminent merchant in the city, whofe real 
jiame I (hall conceal under that of Wilfon, was 
married to a lady of confiderable fortune and 
more merit. They liv«id happily together for 
ibme years, with nothing to difturb them but the 
want of children. The hufband, who faw him* 
felf richer every day, grew impatient for an heir * 
and as time rather ieffened thai* increafed the 
hopes of one, he became by degrees indifferent* 
and at laft averfe to his wife. This change in 
his affe&ioiis was the heavieft aflli&ion to her ; 
yet fo gentle was her difpofition, that (he re«* 
proached him only Wkh her tfears j and feldom 
with thofe, but when upbraidings and ill-ufage 
made her unable to reftrain them* 

It is a maxim with fome mferried philoso- 
phers* that the tears of a wife are apt to wafb 
away pity from the heart of a- hufband. Mr* 
Wifron will pardon me if I rank him, at that 
time,* among thefe philosophers! He had lately 
hired a lodging in the country) at a (mall diftance 
from town, whither he ufually retired in th* 
evening, to avoid (as he called it) the perfects 
tions pf his wife. 

In this cruel reparation, and without com*- 
plaint, fhe pafled away a twelvemonth ; feldom 
feeing him but when bufiriefs requited his at- 
tendance at home, and never fleeping with him. 
At the end of which time, however, his be* 
haviour, in appearance, grew kinder ; he fitw 
her oftener, and began to fpeak to her with 
tendernefs and compaffita. 

' On* 
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• One morning, after he had taken an obliging 
leave of her, to pafs the day at his country lodg* 
ing, Ihe paid a vifit to a friend at the other end of 
the town ; and flopping in her way home at a 
f hread-ftiop in a by-meet near St. James's, file 
faw Mr. Wilfon crofiing the way, and afterwards 
knocking at the door of a genteel home over- 
againft her, which was opened by a fervant in li- 
very, and immediately {hut, without a word be- 
ing ipoken. As the manner of his entrance, and 
her not knowing he had an acquaintance in the 
street, a little alarmed her, flie enquired of the 
fhop-woman if fhe knew the gentleman who 
lived in the oppofite houfe. " You have juft 
* 4 feen him go in, madam, replied the woman* 
*' His name is Roberts, and a mighty good gen* 
« c tleman* they fay, he is. His lady"— — At 
thofe words Mrs* Wilfon changed colour ; and 
interrupting her— — * u His lady, madam ! ■ ■ I 
*' thought that— »— Will you give me a glafs of 

** water ? This walk has fo tired me- Pray 

** give me a glafs of water- 1 am quite faint 

« c with fatigue/' The good womaitof the fhop 
ran herfelf for the water, and by the additional 
help of fome hartfhorn that was at hand, Mrs. 
Wilfon became, in appearance, tolerably com- 
pofed. She then looked over the threads fhe 
wanted, and having defired a coach might be 
lent for, u I believe, faid fhe, you were quite 
" frightened to fee me look fo pale ; but I had 
" walked a great way, and fhould certainly have 
* c fainted if I had not ftepped into yourfliop.— ■ 
" But you were talking of the gentleman over the 
" \£ay— I fancied 1 knew him ; but his name is . 
4< Roberts^ you fey. Is he a married man, pray }" 
" The happieft in the world, madam {returned 
> " thfi 
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44 the thread- woman) he is wonderfully fond of 
44 children, and to his great joy his lady is now 
44 lyine-in of her firft child, which is to be 
44 xhriltened this evening; and as fine a boy, 
44 they fay it is, as ever was feen." At-this mo- 
ment, and as good fortune would have it, for the 
faving a fecond dofe of hartfhorn, the coach that 
was lent for came to the door ; into which Mrs, 
Wilfon immediately ftept, after hefitating an 
apology for the trouble fhe had given ; and in 
which coach we (hall leave her to return home, 
in an agony of grief which herfelf has told me 
file was never able to defcribe. 

The readers of this little hiftory have been in- 
formed that Mr. Wilfon had a country lodging, to 
which he was fuppofed to retire almoit every even- 
ing fince his difagreement with his wife ; but in 
fact, it was to his houfe near St. James's that he 
constantly went. He had indeed hired the lodgings 
above-mentioned, but from another motive than 
merely to fhun his wife. The occafion was this. 

As he was fauntering one day through the 
bird-cage walk in the park, he faw a young wo- 
man fitting alone upon one of the benches, who, 
though plainly, was neatly dreffed, and whofe air 
and manner diftinguifhed her from the lower, clafs 
of women. He arew nearer to her without be- 
ing perceived, and few in her countenance, 
which innocence and beauty adorned, the moft 
compofed melancholy that can be imagined. He 
flood looking at her for fome time ; which fhe at 
laft perceiving, ftarted from her feat in fome con- 
fufion, and endeavoured to' avoid him. The 
fear of lofing her gave him courage to fpeak to 
her. He begged pardon for difturbing her, 
and excufed his curiofity by her extreme beau- 
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ty, and the melancholy that was mixed with 
it. 

It is obfcrved by a very wife author, whofe 
name and book I forget, that a woman's heart is 
never fo brim-full of affliction, but a little flattery 
will infinuate itfelf into a corner of it 5 and as 
Wilfon was a handfome fellow, with an eafy ad- 
drefs, the lady was foon perfuaded to replace her- 
self upon the bench, and to admit him at her 
fide. Wilfon, who was really heart-flruck, made 
her a thou fan d proteftations of efteem and friend- 
fhip ; conjuring her to tell him if his fortune or 
fervices could contribute to her happinefs, and 
vowing never to leave her, till {he made him 
acquainted with the caufe of her concern. 

Here a fhort paufe enfued; and after a-deeg 
figh and a ftream of tears, the lady began thus. 
44 If, fir, you are the gentleman your appear- 
44 «ice fpeaks you to be, I fliall thank heaven 
44 that I have found you. I am the unfortunate 
44 widow of an officer who was killed at Dettin- . 
44 gen. As he was only a lieutenant, and his 
44 commiffion all his fortune, I married him 
** againft a mother's confent, for which me has 
4,4 difclaimed me. How I loved him, or he me, 
44 as he is gone for ever from me, I (hall forbear 
44 to mention, though I am unable to forget. 
44 At my return to England (for I was the con- 
44 ftant follower of his fortunes) I obtained, 
44 with fome difficulty, the allowance of a fub- 
44 altern's widow, and took lodgings at Chelfea. 
** In this retirement I wrote to 1 my mother, 
<4 acquainting her wit;h my lofs and poverty, and 
44 Rearing her forgivenefs for my difobediencc • 
i4 but the cruel anfwer I received from her 
yoiM L JB " deter- 
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<c determined me, at all events, not to trouble 
" her again. 

" I lived upon this flender allowance with 
" all imaginable thrift, till an old officer, a 
a friend of my hufband, difcovered me at church, 
" ' and made me a vifit. To this gentleman's 
** bounty I have long been indebted for an an- 
44 nuity of twenty pounds, in quarterly pay- 
c< ments. As he was punftual in theie pay- 
• ments, which were always made me tne 
** morning they became due, and yefterday be- 
** ing quarter-aay, I wondered I never faw him 
u nor heard from him. Early this morning I 
" walked from Chelfea to enquire for him at his 
" lodgings in Pall-Mali ; but how fhall I tell 
** you, ftr, the news I learnt there ! — This 
w friend ! this generous and difinterefted friend ! 
** was killed yefterday in a duel in Hyde-park." 
She ftopt here to give vent to a torrent of teSrrs, 
and then proceeded. " I was fo ftunned at this 
w intelligence that I knew not whither to go. 
€< Chance more than choice brought me to this 
** place ; where if I have found a beneft&or — 
/ c * and indeed, fir, I have need of one — * I (hall 
" call it the happieft accident of my life." 

The widow ended her ftory, which Was lite- 
rally true, in fo engaging and intereftjng a man- 
ner, that Wilfon was gone an age in love in a 
few minutes. He thanked her for the confi- 
dence fhe had placed in him, and fwore never to 
defert her. He then requeftcd the honour of at- 
tending her home, to which fhe readily confent- 
ed, walking with him to Buckingham gate, 
-frhcre a coach was called, which conveyed them 
to CheUta. Wilfen dined with her that day, 

and 
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and took lodgings in the fame houfe, calling 
himfelf Roberts, and a {ingle man. Thefe were 
the lodgings I have mentioned before; where, 
by unbounded generofity and conftant affiduities, 
he triumphed in a few weeks over the honour of 
this fair widow. 

. I shall flop a moment here, to caution thofe 
virtuous widows who are my readers, again ft too 
hafty a difbelief of this event. If they pleafe to 
confider the fituation of this lady, with poverty 
to alarm, gratitude to incite, and a handfome 
fellow to inflame, they will allow that in a world 
near fix thoufand years old, one fuch inftance of 
frailty, even in a young and beautiful widow, 
may pbflibly have happened. But to go on with 
my ftory. 

IFjBe effe&s of this intimacy were foon vifible 
in the lady's fbape ; a circumltance that greatly 
added to the happinefe of Wilfon. He deter-* 
mined to remove her to town ; and accordingly 
took the houfe near St. James's, where Mrs. 
Wilfon had feen . him enter, and whfcre his 
miftrefs, who parted in the neighbourhood for his 
wife, at that time lay-in. ' 



Numb. 5. Thursday, Fehrumy 1, 1753. 
[Conclufon of the Jiory of Mrs. Wilson.] 

IR E T U R N now to Mrs. Wilfon, *kom 
we left in a hackney coach, going to her own 
houfe, in all the mifery of defpair and jealoufy; 
It was happy for her that her conftitution 1 - vftt 
B 2 good, 
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-good, and her refolution equal to it ; for fhe has 
often told me, that (he pafled the night of that 
.day in a condition little better than madnefs. 

Ik the morning her hufband returned ; and as 
his heart was happy, and without fufpicions of a 
-difcoveiy, he was more than ufually complai- 
fant to ner. She received his civilities with her 
accuftomed chearfulnefs ; and finding that bu- 
finefs would detain Jiim in the city for fome 
hours, fhe determined, whatever diftrefs it might 
occafion her, to pay an immediate vifit to his 
miftrefs, and to wait there till fhe faw him. For 
this purpofe fhe ordered a coach to be called, and 
in her handfomeft undrefs, and with the moft 
compofed countenance, fhe drove direcUy to the 
houfe. She enquired at the door if Mr. Roberts 
was within ; and being anfwered no, but that he 
dined at home, fhe afked after his lady, and if 
fhe was well enough to fee company ; adding, 
that as fhe came a great way, and had bufinefs 
with Mr. Roberts, fhe fhould be glad to wait for 
him in his lady's apartment. The fervant ran 
immediately up flairs, and as quickly returned 
with a menage from his miftrefs, that fhe would 
•be glad to fee her. 

Mrs. Wilson confeffes that at this moment, 
notwithflanding the refolution fhe had taken, her 
fpirits totally forfook her, and that fhe followed 
ihe fervant with her knees knocking together, 
and a face paler than death. She entered the 
*oom where the lady was fitting, without re- 
membering on what errand ihe came ; but the 
iight of fb much beauty, and the elegance that 
adorned it, brought every thing to her /thoughts, 
and left her with no other power .than to fling 

' herfelf 
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herfelf into a chair, from which fhe inftantly fell 
to the ground in a fainting fit. 

The whole houfe was alarmed upon this oc- 
eafion* and every one bufied in aflifting the 
ftranger. ; but molt of all the miftrefs, who was 
indeed of a humane difpofition, and who, per- 
haps, bad other thoughts to difturb her than the 
mere feelings of humanity. In a few minutes, 
however, and with the proper applications, Mrs. 
Wilfon began to recover. She looked round 
her with amazement at firft, not recollecting 
where flie was ; but feeing herfelf fupported by 
her rival, to whofe care {he was fo much obliged, 
and who in the tendereft diftrefs was enquiring 
how ihe did, fhe felt herfelf relapfing into a fe- 
cond fit. It was now that ihe exerted all the 
courage fhe was miftrefs of, which, together with 
a flood of tears that came to her relief, enabled 
her (when the fervants were withdrawn) to be~* 
gin as follows. 

44 I am indeed, madam, an unfortunate wo- 
44 man, and fubjecl: to thefe fits-; but v/ill never 
44 again be the occafion of trouble in this houfe. 
44 You are a lovely woman, arid deferve to be 
44 happy in the beft of hufbands. I have s». 
44 hufband too ; but his affections are gone from 
44 me. tie is not unknown to Mr. Roberts* 
44 though unfortunately I am. It was for his 
44 advice and affiftance that I made this vifit ; 
* 4 and not finding him at home, I begged ad- 
44 mittance to his lady, whom I longed to fee 
* 4 and to converfe with." Me, madam ! an- 
fwered Mrs. Roberts, with fome emotion, 44 had 
44 you heard any thing of me? 44 That you 
** were fuch as I have found you, madam, replied 
B 3 " the 
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** the ftranger, and had made Mr. Roberts hap- 
" py in a fine boy. * May I fee him, madam ? 
" I (hall love him for his father's fake." His 
father, madam ! returned the miftrefs of the 
houfe, his father dijl you fay ? I am miftaken 
then ; I thought you had been a ftranger to him. 
" To his peribn, I own, faid Mrs. Wilfon, but 
" not to his chara&er j and therefore I fhall be 
*' fond of the little creature. If it is not too 
€< much trouble, madam, I beg to be obliged." 

The importunity of this requeft, the fainting 
at firft, and the fettled concern of this unknown 
vifitor, gave Mrs. Roberts the moft alarming 
fears. She had, however, the prefence of mind 
to go herfelf for the child, and to watch without 
witneffes the behaviour of the ftranger. Mrs. 
Wilfon took it in her arms, and burfting into 
tears, faid, " 'Tfe a fweet boy, madam j would 
" I had fuch a boy ! Had he been mine, I had 
" been happy !" With thefe words, and in an 
agony of grief and tendernefs, which flie endea- 
voured to reftrain, {he kiffed the child, and re- 
turned it to its mother. 

It was happy for that lady that fhe had anu ex- 
ctife to leave the room. She had feen and heard 
what made her fhudder for herfelf; and it was 
not till fome minutes, after having delivered the 
infant to its nurfe, that (he had refoiut ion enough 
to return. They both ieated themfelves again, 
and a melancholy filence followed for fome time,. 
At laft Mrs. Roberts began thus. 

44 You are unhappy, madam, that you have 
" no child ; I pray heaven that mine be not a 
" grief to me. But I conjure you, by-thegood- 
" nefs that appears in you, to acquaint me with 

44 your 
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44 your ftory. .Perhaps it concerns Me ; I have 
44 a prophetic heart that tells me it does. But 
44 whatever I may fuffer, or whether I * live or 
44 die, I will be juft to you/' •> 

Mrs. Wilson was io affected with this gene*. 
rofity, that flie pofT\bly had difcovered herfelf, if 
a loud knocking at the door, and immediately 
after it the entrance of her hufband into the 
room, had not prevented her. He was moving 
towards his miftrefs with the utmoft chearfulnefs^ 
when the fight of her vifitor fixed him to a fpot* 
and {truck him wjth an aftonifhment not to be 
defcribed. The eyes of both ladies were at once 
rivetted to his, which fo increafed his confu- 
fion, that Mrs. Wilfon, in pity to what he felt, 
and to relieve her companion, fpoke to him as 
follows : " I do not wonder, fir, that you are 
44 furprized at feeing a perfect ftranger in your 
" houfe ; but my bufinefs is with the mafter of 
^ it ; and if you will oblige me with a hear- 
44 ing in another room, it will add to the ci-r 
44 vilities which your lady has entertained me 
" with." 

Wilson, who expected another kind of greet- 
ing from his wife a was fo revived at her prudence* 
that his power&if nation began to return ; and 
quitting the room, he conducted her to a parlour 
below ftairs. They were no fooner entered into 
this parlour, than the hufband threw himfelf into 
a chair, fixing his eyes upon the ground, while 
the wife addreffed him in thefe words. 

44 How I have difcovered your fecret, or how 

44 the difcovery has tormented me, I need not 

44 tell you. It is enough for you to know that I 

44 am miferable for ever. My bufinefs with you 

B 4. 44 is 
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" is fhort ; I have only a queftion to alk, and 
44 to take a final leave of you in this world. 
44 Tell me truly then, as you fhall anfwer it 
4< hereafter, if you have feduced this lady un- 
•* der falfe appearances, or have fallen into guilt 
44 by the temptations of a wanton ?" I fhall an- 
fwer you prefently, faid Wilfon ; but firft I have 
a queition for t you. Am 1^ difcovered to her? 
And does fhe know it is my wife I am now 
ifpeaking to ? " No, upon my honour, (he re- 
44 plied ; her looks were fo amiable, and her be- 
4 * haviour to me fo gentle, that I had no heart to 
44 diftrefs her. If the has gueffed at what I am, 
44 it was only from the concern (he faw me in, 
" which I could not hide from her." You 
have afted nobly then, returned Wilfon, and 
have opened my eyes at laft to fee and to admire 
you. And now, if you have patience to hear me* 
you (hall know all. 

He then told her of his firft meeting with 
this ladyj and of every circumftance that had 
happened fince; concluding with his deter- 
minations to leave her, and with a thoufand 
promifes of fidelity to his wife, if fhe gener- 
cully confented, after what had happened, to 
receive him aa a hufband. "' ' ■ ■ " ■■■ <4 She muft 
44 confent-," cried Mrs. Roberta, who at that 
n^oment opened the door, and burft into the 
room 5 <e fhe muft confent. You are her huf- 
4 * bandj and may command it. For me, ma-* 
" dam, continued fee, turning to Mrs. Wilfon^ 
44 he fhall never fee me more. I have in- 
** jured you through ignorance, but will atone 
c< for it to the utmoft. He is your hufband, 
44 madam,, and you muft. receive him. I have 

« liftened 
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<c liftened to what has "paffed, and am now here 
<c to join my entreaties with his,, that you may 
" be happy for ever." 

.To relate all that was faid upon this occafion 
would be to extend my ftory to another paper. 
Wilfon was all fubmiffion and acknowledgment ; 
the wife cried and doubted, and the widow vow- 
ed an eternal feparation. To be as fliort as pof- 
fible, the harmony of the married couple was fix- 
ed from that day. The widow was handfomely 
provided for, and her child, at the requeft of Mrs. 
Wilfon, taken home to her own boufe ; where at 
the end of a year fhel was fo happy, after all her 
diftreffes, as to prefent him . with a filter, with 
whom he is to divide his father's fortune. His 
mother retired into the country, and, two years 
after, was married to a gentleman of great worth 5 
to whom,, on his firft. propofals to her, fhe -relat- 
ed every circurhftance of iher ftory. The boy pays 
her a vifit every year, and is now with his inter 
upon oneof ithefe vifits. Mr. Wilfon is perfeft* 
ly- happy in his wife, and has fentme, in his own • 
hand, this. 1 moral to his ftory. 

" That though prudence and generolity may, 
** not always be fufficient to hold the heart of a 
cc hufband,.yet a conftant perfeverance in them 
** will, . one, time or other, . moft .certainly regaia : 
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Numb. 6. Thursday, February 8, 1753. 
% 0|y jtfty*r ff l£ Totum mundum agit hiftrio. yC 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

AS you have chofen the whole world for your 
province, one may reafonably fuppofe, 
that you will not neglect that epitome of it, the 
theatre. Mod of your predeceffors have be- 
flowed their fayouijke pains upon it : the learned 
and the Critics (generally two very diftinct deno- 
minations of men) have employed many hours 
and much paper in comparing the ancient and 
modern ft&ge. . I fhall not undertake to decide a 
^ iqueftion which feems to me fo impoffible to be 
,\ determined, as which have moft merit, plays 
rewritten in a dead language, and which we can 
* only read ; or fuch as we every day fee acted 
inimitably, in a tongue familiar to us, and 
adapted to our common ideas and cuftoms. The 
only preference that I lhall pretend to give to the 
modern ftage over Greece and Rome, relates tt> 
the fubject of the prefent letter : I mean the daily* 
progrefs we make towards nature. This will 
ftartle any bigot to Euripides, who perhaps will 
immediately demand, whether^Juliet's nurfe be 
a more natural goflip than Electra's or Medea's. 
But I did not hint at the reprefentation of either 
perfons or characters. The improvement of na- 
4ure^ which I had in.yiew, alluded to thofe ex- 
cellent 
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cellent exhibitions of the animal or inanimate 
parts of the creation, which are furnifhed by the 
worthy philofophers Rich and Garrick ; the lat- 
ter of whom has refined on his competitor ; and 
having perceived that art was become fo perfect 
that it was neceffary to mimic it by nature, he 
has happily introduced a cafcade of real wat6r.-jfc- 

I know there are perfons of afyftematic turn, 
Who affirm that the audience are not delighted 
with this beautiful water-fall, from the reality of 
the element, but merely becaufe they are pleafed 
with the novelty of any thing that is out of its 
proper place. Thus they tell you that the town 
is charmed with a genuine cafcade upon the ftage, 
and was in raptures laft year with one of tin at 
Vauxhall. But this is certainly prejudice: the 
world, Mr. Fitz-Adam, though never fated with 
flio\v, is fick of fiftion. I forefee the time ap- 
proaching, when delufion will not be fuffered in 
any part of the drama : the inimitable Serpent iii 
' Orpheus and Eurydice, and the amorous Oftrich . 
in the Sorcerer, fhall be replaced by real monfteis • 
from Afric. It is well known tnat the panto- 
mime of the Genii narrowly efcaped being, 
damned, on my lady Maxim's ob&rving very ju- 
dicioufly, that the brick-kiln was horridly executed* 
and did not fnull at all like one. 

When this entire caftigation of improprieties 
is brought about, the age will do juftice to one of 
the firft reformers of tfie ftag«? ^ r * Cibbeav whd 
attempted to introduce a tafte for real' nature In 
his Caefar in Egypt,, and treated \ he audience 
with real — not fwaps'indeed, for that would have 
been too bold an attempt in the dawn of truth, 
but very pexfbnable eeefe. The inventor, like 
& 6> other 
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other original genius's, was treated ill by a bar- 
barous age : yet I can venture to affirm, that a 
ftriiter adherence to reality would have faved even 
thofe times from being fhocked by abfurditics, 
always incidental to fiction. I myfelf remember^ . 
how, much. about that aera, the great Senefino, 
reprefenting Alexander at the liege of Oxydracse*, , 
fo far forgot himfclf in the heat of conqueft, as> 
to^ftick his (word in one of the pafteboard -ftones • 
of the wall : of the town, and bore it in* triumph, 
before* him as he entered the breach : a puerili- 
ty fo renowned a general could never have com- 
mitted, if the ramparts had 4 been- butft, as in 
thit enlightened age they would be,.. of afturi 
brick ahdftone. 

Wil£ you forgive an elderly man, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, if he cannot help recolle&ing anothef* 
paSage that happened in his youth, and to the 
fame excellent performer? He was ftepping info- 
Armida's* enchanted bark; but treading flrort ( as •; 
be was more attentive tc*the accompanyment of. 
"the orcheftfa than -to the breadth of the (bore) he - 
fell proftrate, and lay for feme time in great pain, . 
with the edge of £ wave running into hirfidtf. 
In tha pretent ftate of things,, die worft that 
could have happened- to him, would have been * 
drowning; . a fate far more becoming Rinaldc*,^ 
eipecially in the fight of a Britifh atldience ! 
• Ir you will allowme to wandfer a-littfcfromi 
the ftage, 1 fhafl obferve that this- purfuifof na- 
ture \% not confined to the theatre, but operates 
wbere one ihould feaft expec"fctomeet-hv m our 
fafhions. The • fair part* of the creation • are • 
fliedding all "covering of the head/ difplaying •„ 
thekNunreiled charming trefles, .and if I may fay % 
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fo, arc daily moulting the reft of their doathes. 
What lovely fall of fhoulders, what ivory necks, 
what fnowy breafts in all the pride of nature, are 
continually di vetted of art and ornament ! 

In garcfening, the fame love of nature prevail^ 
Clrpt hedges, avenues, regular, platforms, (trait 
canals have been for (erne .time very- preper-ly ex- 
ploded. There is not a citizen wh& does not tafce 
more pains; to torture his acre and half into irre- 
gularities,' than he formerly would have employ- 
ed to make if as formal as his cravat. KenT^tne 
friend of nature, was the Calvin of this reforma- 
tion ; but like the other champion of truth, af- 
ter having routed tinfel and trumpery, with, the 
true zeal of a founder of a fed, he puQied his 
difcipline to the deformity of hoUnefs : not con- 
tent with banifhing fymmetfjF and regularity, he 
imitated nature even in her blemifhes, and plant- 
ec$dead trees and mole-hills, in oppofition to par- 
terres and quincunxes. 

The laft branch of our fafhions into which 
the clofe obfervation of nature has been intro- 
duced, is our deflerts ; a fubjeft I have not room 
now to treat at large, but which yet demands a 
few words, and not improperly in this paper, as 
I 'fee them a little in the light of a pantomime. 
Jellies, bifcuits, fugar-plumbs and creams have 
long given way to harlequins, gondoliers, Turks, , 
Ghinefe, and fhepherdeties of -Saxon china. But 
thefe, unconnected, and only^eming-to wander 
among groves of curled paper andfilk flowers, 
were foon difcovered to- be too infipid and un- 
meaning. By degrees whole meadows of cattle, 
of the fame Drittle materials, fpread thcmfelves 
over the whole table ; cottages rofe in fugar, and 

temples . 
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temples in barley-fugar ; pigmy Neptunes in 
cars of cockk-fhells, triumphed over oceans of 
looking-glaf$7 or (eas of filver tiflue $ and at length 
the whole fyftem of Ovid's metamorphofis fuc- 
ceeded to all the transformations which Chloe]^ 
and other great profeflbrs had introduced into the 
fcience of hieroglyphic eating. Confectioners 
found their trade moulder away, while toymen and 
china (hops were the only faihionable purveyors of 
the laft ftage of polite entertainments. Women of 
the firft quality came home from Chenevix's laden 

. with dolls ana babies, not for their children, but 
their houfe-keeper. At laft even thefe puerile 
puppet fhows are finking into difufe, and more 
manly ways of concluding our repafts are efta- 

. blifhed. Gigantic figures fucceeded to pigmies. 
And if the prefent taffe continues, Ryfbrack and 

. other neglected ftatuaries, who might have adorn- 

-ed Grecian falons, though not Grecian deiferts, 
may come into vogue. It is known that a celebrat- 
ed confectioned To the architects of our deiferts 
ftill humbly call themfelves) complained, that 
j after having prepared a middle di£h of gods and 
goddefles, eighteen feet high, bis lord would not 
caufe the cieling of his parlour to be demolished to- 
facilitate their entree : " Imagrne% vous 9 faid he,. 
* c que mi lord n'apas voulufaire oter le plafond /" 

I shall mention but two inftances of glori- 
ous magnificence and tafte in deiferts, in which 
foreigners have furpaiTed every thing vet perform- 
ed in this fumptuous iiland. . The former was a. 
duke of Wirtenburg, who, fo long ago as the 
year thirty-four, gave a deflert, in which was a 
reprefentation of mount iEtna, which vomited 
out real fire-works over the heads of the com- 
3 E an X> 
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pany, during the whole entertainment* The 
other was the intendant of Gafcony," who, on the 
late birth of the duke of Burgundy, among other 
magnificent feftivities, treated the noblefle ©f 
the province with a dinner and a deffert, the latter 
of which concluded with a reprefentation, by 
wax-figures moving by clock-work, of the whole 
labour of the Dauphinejs, and the happy birth; 
of an heir to their monarchy* 

/ am, Sir, 

Tour humble Jiruant r 

J u l 1 o- 

Numb. 7. Thursday, February 15,. 1753. 

THERE are certain follies and imperti- 
' nences> which people of good fenfe and 
good nature are every day guilty of, and which, 
are only confidered by them asthings of courfe,* 
and of too little confequence for palliation or 
apology. 

Whoever is a frequenter of public aflemblies,, 
or joins in a party at cards in private families,, 
will give evidence to the truth of this complaint. 
I am, for my own part, a lover of the game of 
Whift* and mould oftener be feen in thofe places, 
where it is played for trifles, if I was not offend- 
ed at the manners of my friends. How common 
i§ it with feme people, at the conclufion of everjr 
unfuccefsful hand of cards, to burft forth into 
fellies of fretful complaints of their own amazing 
ill-fortune, and the conftant and invariable fuc- 
cefs of their antagonifts ! They have fuch excel-* 

. lent 
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lent memories as to be able to recount every 
game they have loft for fix montKs fuccefllvely, 
and : yet are (o extremely* forgetful at the fame 
time y as not to recoiled a (ingle game that they 
have won. Or if you put them in mind of any 
" extraordinary fuocefs that you have been witnefs 
te, they acknowledge it with reludance, and 
affbre you upon their honours, that in a whole 
twelve-month's play, they never rofe winners 
but that once. 

But if thefe Growlers (a name which. I . 
fhall always call the men of this clafs by) would 
content themfelves with giving repeated hifto- 
ries of their own ill-fortunes, without making 
invidious remarks upon the fuccefles of others, 
the evil would not be fo great. Indeed, Lam 
apt to impute it to their fears, that they ftop- 
(hort of the groffeft affronts : for I have feen In 
their faces ftich rancour and inveteracy, that no- 
thing but a lively apprehenfion of confequences 
could have reftrained their tongues. 

Happy would it be for the ladies if they had 
the fame confequences to apprehend : for, I am 
forry to fay it* I have met with female — I will 
not fay Growlers : the word is too harfti for 
them;~let me call them Fretters, who with 
the prettieft faces, and the livelieft wit imagin- 
able, have condefcended to be the jeft and dis- 
turbance of the whole company. 

In fafhionable life, indeed, where every one is 
afling behind the mafk of good-breeding, and 
where nature is never feen to peep out but upon 
very extraordinary occafions, frequent convul- 
fions of the features, flufhings fucceeded by pale- 
nefs, twiftingsofthebody, fits of the fidgets, and. 

com*- 
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complaints of immoderate heat, are the only 
fymptoms of ill-fortune. But if we travel eaft- 
ward from St. James's, and -vifit the territories 
of my good lord-mayor, we fhall fee nature ftript 
of her mafquerade, and hear gentlemen and la- 
dies fpeaking the language of the heart. 

For the entertainment of polite life, and be- 
caufe polite life is fome times a little in want of 
entertainment, I (hall fet down a convcrfation 
that palled a few nights ago, at an Aflemblce in 
Thames-ftreet, between two Fretters at a 
Whift-tablej one of which had a beautiful daugh- 
ter of eighteen years of age, leaning upon ncr 
mother's chair, 

" Five trumps, two honours, and lofe four 
<c by cards ! But I believe, madam, you never 
" loft a game in the whole courfe of your life. 

" Now and then, madam. 

" Not in the memory of your daughter, I 
* c believe : and mifs is not fo extremely young 
" neither. Clubs are trumps — Well ! If ever 
" I play again ! ■ ■ ■ You are three by cards, 
* c madam — 

" And two by honours. I had them in my 
<c own hand. 

c< I BEG your pardon, madam ; I had really 
<€ forgot whofe deal it was. But I thought the 
c * cloven-footed gentleman had left off teaching. 
* c Pray, madam, will he expeft more than one's 
tc foul for half a dozen leflbn9 ? 

M You are pleafed to be fevere, madam ; but 
xc you know I am not eafily put out of temper. 
« What's the trump ?" 

I was extremely pleafed with the cool beha- 
viour of this lady, and could not help whifpering 

to 
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to her daughter, <c You have a fweet-tempered 
• c mamma, mifs. How happy would it be if 
44 every lady of her acquaintance was fo amiably 
44 difpofed !" I obferved that mifs blufhed and 
looked down ; but I was ignorant of the reafon, 
till all at once her mamma's good fortune chang- 
ed, and her adverfary, by holding the four ho- 
nours in her own hand, and by the aififtance of 
her partner, won the game at a deal. 

44 And now, madam, cried the patient lady, 
44 is it you or I who have bargained with the 
44 devil ? I declare it upon my honour, I never 
44 won a game againft you in my life. Indeed, 
44 I fliould wonder if I had, unlefs there had 
€i been a curtain between you and your partner. 
44 But one has a fine time on't indeed ! to be al~ 
44 ways lofing, and yet always to be baited for 
44 winning j I defy any one to fay, that I ever 
* 4 rofe a winner in my born days. There was laft 
> 4 fummer at Tunbridge ! Qid any liiunan crea- 
<4 ture fee me fo much as win a game ? And afk 
44 Mr. A, and Sir Richard B, and dean C, and 
* 4 lord and lady D, and all the company at Bath 
C4 this winter, if I did not lofe two or three gui- , 
u neas every night at half-crown Whift, for two 
44 months together. But I did not Sfet and talk 
" of the devil, madam ; no, madam ; nor did I 
44 trouble the company with my lofings, nor play 
44 the after-game, nor fify provoking things ■ ■- 
44 No, madam ; I leave fuch behaviour to ladies 
" that 

44 Lord ! my dear, how you heat yourfelf ! 
44 You are abfolutely in a paflion. Come, let 
44 us cut for partners." 

"* . 

Which 
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Which they immediately did; and happening 
to get together, and to win the next game, they 
were the beft company, and the civileft people, I 
ever faw. 

Many of my readers may be too ready to con- 
ceive an ill opinion of thefe ladies j but I have the 
pleafureof affuring them, from undoubted autho- 
rity, that they are in all other refpe&s very excel- 
lent people, and fo remarkable for patience and 
good-humour, that one of them has been known 
to lofe her hulband, and both of them their repu- 
tations, without the leaft emotion or concern. 

To be ferious on this occafion, I have 
many acquaintance of both fexes, who, tho,ugh 
really good-natured and worthy people, are vio- 
lating every day the laws of decency and polite* 
nefs by thefe outrageous fallies of petulance and 
impertinence. 

I know of no other reafon for a man's trou- 
bling his friends with a hiftory of his misfor- 
tunes, but either to receive comfort from their 
pity, or advantage from their charity. If the 
Growler will tell me that he reaps either of 
tfcefe benefits by difturbing all about him ; if he 
will affure me of his having raifed companion in 
a fingle breaft, or that he has once induced his 
adverfary to change hands with him out of cha- 
rity, I mall allow that he a£ts upon principles, 
of prudence, and that he is not a moft teazing > 
ridiculous, and contemptible animal. 

I would not be underftood to hint at gaming 
in this paper. I am glad to find that deftru&ive 
paffion attacked from the ftage, and wifti fuceefs* 
to the attempt. Nor do I condemn the cuftom 
of playing at cards for fmall fums, in thofe whole 

temper* 
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tempers and circumftances are unhurt by what 
they lofe. On the contrary, I look upon cards as 
-an innocent and ufeful amufement ; calculated 
to interrupt the formal converfations and private 
cabals of large companies, and to give a man 
fometliing to do, who has nothing to fay. My 

* defign at prefent is to fignify to thefe Growlers 
and Fretters, that they arc public as well as 
private nuifances ; and to caution all quiet and 
-civilized perfons againft cutting in with them at 
the fame tables, or replying to their complaints 
T)ut by a laugh of contempt. 

I shall conclude this paper with acquainting 
my readers, that in imitation of the great Mr. 
Hoyle, I am preparing a book for the prefe, en- 
titled kules of Behaviour for the game of 
Whift r ihewing, through an almoft-Lnfinite va- 
riety of good, and bad hands, in what degree the 

. mufcles of the face are to be contracted or ex- 
tended ; and how often a lady may be permitted 
to change colour, or a gentleman to bite his lips, 
in the courfe of the game. To which will be 
added, for the benefit of all cool and difpaflionate 
players, an exa& calculation of the odds againft 
Growlers and Fretters. 

Numb. 8. Thursday, February 22, 1753V 

f* J/rs/ /rfTTP Date obolum Beltfarto. 

A PHILOSOPHER, as I am, who co/ir 
jtx. templates the world with ferious refle&ion 
will be ftruck with nothing in it more than its vi» 

ciffitudes. 
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ciffitudes. If he has lived any time, he muft have 
had ample opportunities of exercifing his medita- 
tions on the vanity of all fublunary conditions. 
The changes of empires, the fall of minifters, 
the exaltation of obfcure perfons, are the conti- 
nual incidents of human comedy. I remember 
that one of the firft paffages in hiftory which 
made an impreffion upon me in my youth, Avas 
the fate of Dionyfius, who, from being monarch 
of Sicily, was reduced to teach fchool at Corinth. 
Though his tyranny was the caufe of his ruin (if 
it can be called ruin to be deprived of the power 
of oppreffion, and to be taught to know one's 
felf ) I could not help feeling that fort of fuperfti- 
tious pity which always attends royalty in dif- 
trefs. Who ever perufed the ftories or Edward 
the fecond, Richard the fecond, or Charles the 
Jirft, but forgot their exceffes, and fighed for 
their cataftrophe ? In this free-fpirited ifland there 
are not more hands ready to punifh tyrants, than 
eyes to weep their fall. It is a common cafe : 
we are Romans in refitting oppreffion, very wo- 
men in refitting oppreflbrs ! 

If (and I think it cannot be contefted) there 
is generofity in thefe fenfations, ought we not 
doubly to feel fuch emotions, in cafes where re- 
galvirtue is become the fport of fortune ? This 
ifland ought to be as much the harbour of af- 
fli&ed majefty, as it has been the fcourge of of- 
fending majefty. And while every throne of ar- 
bitrary power is an afylum for the martyrs of fo ' 
bad a caufe, Britain ought to Qielter fuch princes - 
as have been vi£Hms for liberty — whenever fo 
great a curiofity is feen, as a prince contending 
-or* the honeft ude. 

How 
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How muft I blufh then for my countrymen, 
when I mention a monarch ! an unhappy mo- 
narch ! now a&ually fuffered to languifh for debt 
in one of the common prifons of this city ! A 
monarch, whofe courage raifed him to a throne, 
not by a fucceffion of ambitious bloody a&s, but 
by the voluntary ele&ion of an injured people, 
who had the common right of mankind to free- 
dom, and the uncommon refolution of determin- 
ing to be free ! This prince is Theodore, king 
of Corfica ? A man, whofe claim to royalty is 
as indifputable, as the moft ancient titles to any 
monarchy can. pretend to be ; that is, the choice 
of his fubje&s ; the only kind of title, allowed in 
the excellent Gothic conftitutions, from whence 
we derive our own 5 the fame kind of title, which 
endears the prefeni Royal Family to Englifhmen ; 
and the only kind of title,, againft which, per- 
haps, no obje&ion can lie: 

This prince (on whofe hiftory I fhall not at 
prefent enlarge) after having bravely expofed his 
life and crown in defence of the rights of his fub- 
je&s, mifcarried, as Cato and other patriot heroes 
did before him. For many years he ftruggled 
with fortune, and left no means untried, which 
indefatigable policy or folicitation of fuccours 
could attempt, to recover his crown. At laft, 
when he tad difcharged his duty to his fubjeifcs 
and himfelf, he chofe this country for his retire- 
ment, not to indulge a voluptuous inglorious eafe, 
but to enjoy the participation of thofe bleflings, 
which he had fo vainly endeavoured to fix to his 
Corficans. Here for fome months he bore with 
more philofophic dignity the lofs of his crown, 
than Charles the fifth, Cafimir of Poland, or any 

. * of 
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of thofe vifionaries, who wantonly refigned theirs, 
to partake the fluggifh indolence, and at length 
the difquiets, of a cloifter. Theodore, though 
fcfigned to his fortunes, had none of that con- 
temptible apathy, which almoft lifted our James 
the fecond to the fupreme honour of monkifh 
fainthood. It is recorded of that prince, that 
talking to his courtiers at St. Germain, he wifh- 
ed for a fpeedy peace between France and Great 
Britain, "for then, faid he, we Jhall get Englijh 
" horfes eqfily." 

The veracity of an hiftorian obliges me not to 
difguife the fituation of his Corfican majefty's 
revenue, which has reduced him to be a prifoner 
for debt in the King's-Bench ; and fo cruelly has 
fortune exercised her rigours upon him, that laft 
feflion of parliament he was examined before a 
committee of the houfe of commons," on the hard- 
fhips to which the prifoners in that gaol had been 
fubjeft. Yet let not ill-nature make fport with 
thefe misfortunes ! His majefty had nothing to 
blufii at, nothing to palliate, in the recapitulation 
of his diftrefles. The debts on his civil lift were 
owing to no mifapplication, no improvidence of 
his own, no corruption of his minifters, no in- 
dulgence to favourites or miftreffes. Hisfliet wasf 
philbfophic, his palace humble, his robes decent : 
yet his butcher, his landlady, and his taylor, 
could not continue to fupply an eftablimment, 
which had no demefnes to fupport it, no taxes to 
maintain it, no excifes, no lotteries to provide 
.funds for its deficiencies and emergencies. 

A nation fo generous* fo renowned for the 
efforts it has always made in the common caufe 
of liberty, can only want to be reminded of this 

diftreffed 
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diftreffed king, to grant him its prote&ion and 
companion. If political reafons forbid the open 
efpoufal of his caufe, pity commands the affift- 
ance which private fortunes can lend him. I do 
not mean at prefent that our gallant youth 
{hould offer themfelves as volunteers in his fer- 
vice, nor do I expeil to have a fmall fleet fitted 
out at the expence of particular perfons to con* 
vey him and his hopes to Corfica. The inten- 
tion of this paper is merely to warm the bene- 
volence of my countrymen, in behalf of this 
royal captive. I cannot trunk it would be 
beneath the dignity of majefty to accept of fuch 
a lupply as might be ofYered to him by that ho- 
norary (and to this country peculiar) method-of 
raifing a free gift, a benefit play. The method 
h worthy of the Grecian age j nor would Afia- 
tic monarchs have blufhed to receive a tribute 
from genius and art. Let it be faid, that the 
fame humane and polite age railed a monu- 
ment to Shakefpear, a fortune for Milton's^ 
grand-daughter, and a fubfidy for a captive- 
king, by dramatic performances ! I have no 
doubt but the munificent managers of our 
theatres will gladly contribute their parts. That 
incomparable actor who fo exquifitely touches 
the pafTions and diftrefles of felf-dethroned Lear 
(a play which from fome fimilitude of. circum- 
ftances, I fhould recommend for the benefit) will, 
*% I dare fay, willingly exert his irrefiftible talents 

tin behalf of fallen majefty, and be a competitor 
with Louis le grand for the fame which refults 
from the protection of exiled kings. How glo- 
rious will it be for him to have the King's-Bench 
as renowned for Garrick's generofity to king 
i Theodore* 
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Theodore, as the Savoy is for Edward the 
third's treatment of king John of France. 

In the mean time, not to confine, this oppor- 
tunity of benevolence to fo narrow a fphere as 
the theatre, I muft acquaint my readers, that ft 
fubfeription for a fubfidy for the ufc of his Corfi- 
can majefty, is opened at Tully's head in Pail- 
Mall, where all the Generous and the Fair are 
defired to pay in their contributions to Robert 
Dodfley, who is appointed high-*reafurer and 
grand librarian of the ifland of Corfica for life— 
pofts, which, give me leave to fay, Mr. Dodfley 
would have difdained to accept under any mo- 
narch of arbitrary principles. 

A book feller of Rome, zvbile Rome furvtitd 9 
Would not have been lord-treaf'rer to a king. 

I am under fome apprehenfions that the in- 
tended fubfeription will not be fo umverfal as for 
the honour of my country I wifh it. I forefee 
that the partizans of indeteafible hereditary right 
will with-hold their contributions. The num- 
ber of them is indeed but (mall and inconfiderable : 
yet as it becomes my chanufter, as a citizen of 
the world, to neglect nothing for the amend- 
ment of the principles and morals of my fellow- 
cxeaturcs, I (hall recommend one fhort argument 
to their confideratipn ; I think I may fay, to their 
own ctmviftion. Let them but confxder, that 
though Theodore had fuch a flaw (in their 
eftimation) in his title, as to have been elefted 
by the whole body of the people, who had thrown 
off the yoke of their old tyrants j yet as the Ge- 
hoefe had been the fovereigns of Corfica, thefe 

Vol. I. C gentle- 
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and fifty thoufand in ready money ; who never 
was known to lend a guinea in his life,, without 
making the borrower more miferable by the be- 
nefit than he had been before by his wants. But it 
is the peculiar talent of this gentleman to wound 
himfelf by proxy, or (in the fportfman's phrafe) 
to knock himfelf down by the recoiling of his 
own gun. I remember he told me fome time 
ago, after having harangued very learnedly upon 
the deteitable fin of avarice, " 1 hat the common 
44 people of a certain county in England, were 
44 the moft covetous and Drutal in the whole 
44 world. I will give you an inftance, fays he. 
44 About three years ago, by a very odd accident, 
44 I fell into a well in that county, and was ab- 
44 folutely within a few minutes of perifhing, be- 
44 fore I could prevail on an unconfcionable dog 
44 of a labourer, who happened to be within hear- 
44 ing of my cries, to help me out for half a 
44 crown. The fellow was fo rapacious as to 
44 infift upon a crown for above a quarter of an 
44 hour; and I verily believe he would not have 
44 abated me a Angle farthing, if he had not feen 
44 me at the laft gafp, and determined to die ra- 
44 ther than fubmit to his extortion." 

But to return to my fubjeft. If there art 
objections to general fatirc, fomething may alfo 
be faidagainft perfonal abufe; which, though it 
is a kind of writing that requires a fmaller portion 
of parts, and is fure of having armoft as many ad- 
mirers as readers, is neverthelefs fubjeft to great 
difficulties ; it being abfolutely necefiary, that 
the author who undertakes it fhould have no 
feeling of certain evils, common to humanity, 
which are known by the names \>f pain and 

(hamc. 
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fhame. In other words, he muft be infenfible to 
a good kicking, and have no memory of it after- 
wards. Now though a great many authors have 
found it an eafy matter to arrive at this excel- 
lence* with me the tafk would be attended with 
great labour and difficulty ; as it is my misfor- 
tune to have contracted, either by the prejudice 
of education, or byfome other means, an invin- 
cible averfion to pain and difhonour. I am very 
fenftble that I may hurt myfelf as a writer by this 
confeffion ; but it was never any pleafure or mine 
to raife expectations with a defign to difappoint 
them : and though it fliould low me the major 
part of mv readers, I hereby declare, that I never 
will indulge them with any perfonal abufe ; nor 
will I fo much as attack any of thofe fine gentle- 
men, of fine ladies, who have the honour of being 
fingle in any one character, be it ever fo ridicu- 
lous. 

But if I had every requifite for this kind of 
writing, there are certain people in town, whom 
it would be ingratitude in me to attack. The 
matters of both the theatres are my good friends ; 
for which reafon I forbear to fay, tnat half the co- 
medies in their catalogue ought to be damned for 
wicked nefs and indecency. T3ut I not only keep 
this to myfelf, but have alfo been at great trouble 
and pains to fupprefs a paflage bearing very hard 
againft them in a book, which will fpeedily be 
piiblifhed, called the progress of wit. The 
author of this book, who, luckily for the theatres* 
happens to be a particular friend of mine, is a 
very great joker; and, as I often tell him, does 
a vaft deal of mifchief, without feeming to intend 
it The paflage which I prevailed with hini 
C 3 *• 
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to fupprefs, ftood at the beginning of the thir- 
teenth chapter of this book, and was exaftly as 
follows. 

4€ As it was now clear to all people of fa- 
{hion that men had no fouls, the bufinefs of 
life was pleafure and amufement ; and he that 
could beft adminifter to thefe two, was the 
nioft ufeful member to fociety. From hence 
aroie thofe numerous places of refort and re- 
creation, which men of narrow and fplenetic 
minds have called the pelts of the public. 
The moft considerable of which places, and 
which are at this day in the higheft reputation, 
were the bagnio's and the theatres. The 
bagnio's were conftantly under the direction 
of difcreet and venerable matrons, who had 
paffed their youths in the pra&ice of thofe ex* 
ercifes which they were now preaching to 
their daughters : while the management of 
the theatres was the province of the meni 
The natural connexion between thefe houfes 
made it convenient that they mould be ereded 
in the neighbourhood of each other; and in- 
deed the harmony fubfiftinK between- them 
inclined many people to think that the profits 
of both were divided equally by each. But 
. I have always confidered them as only playing . 
into one another's hands, without any nearer 
affinity than that of the fchools of Weftmin- 
fter and Eton, to the univerfities of Oxford 
and Cambridge. At the Play-house young 

f'ntlemen and ladies were inftru&cd by an 
theridge, a Wycherley, a Congreve, and a 
Vanbrugh, in the rudiments of that fcience, 
which they were to perfedt at the bagnio, 

c * under 
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c< under a Needham, a Haywood, a Haddock, 
• c and a Roberts." 

Thus much had my friend, in his progress 
or wit, thought proper to obferve upon the 
loofenefs of the ftage. But as the whole paffage 
is fupprefled, the managers will have nothing to 
fear from the publication of that performance. 

It were -to be wiflied, indeed, that thofe gen- 
tlemen would have done entirely both with trage- 
dy and comedy, and refolve at once to entertain 
the town only with pantomime. That great 
advantages would accrue from it, is beyond dif- 
pute; people of tafte and faihion having already 
given Sufficient proof that they think it the high- 
eft entertainment the ftage is capable of afford- 
ing : the moft innocent, we are fure it is j for 
where nothing is faid, and nothing meant, very 
little harm can be done. Mr. Garrick, perhaps, 
may ftart a few objections to this propofal ; but 
with thofe imiverfal talents, which he fa highly 
pofleffes, it is not to be doubted but he will, in 
^time, be able to handle the wooden fword with 
as much dignity and dexterity, as his brother" 
Lun. He will alfo reap another advantage from 
this kind of acting ; as he will have fewer ene- 
mies by being the fineft Harlequin of the age, 
than he has at prefent, by being the greateft 
Actor of any age or country. 

To the PUBLIC. 

JJfHEREAS feme gentlemen have dcubteJ 
™ whether the Jubfeription for* the ufe of Jking 
Theodore, was really intended to he carried on, 
I am ordered U acquaint the Public^ that Mr. 
C 4 Fitz- 
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Fitz-Adam was not only in earnejt in promoting 
fuch a contribution^ but has already received Join* 
noble benefactions for that purpofe \ and be will 
take care to apply the fubfidy in tfy moft uncorrupt 
manner to the ufes for which it was dejigned^ and 
*to the honour and dignity of the crown ^/"Corsica. 
ROBERT DODSLEY. 



^ Numb. 10. Thursday, March 8, 1753* 

T\ H E great men, who introduced the refor- 
mation into thefe kingdoms, were fo fenfi- 
ble of the neceffity of maintaining devotion in the 
minds of the vulgar by fome external obje&s, by 
ibmewhat of ceremony and forrn^ that they re- 
frained from entirely ripping oft all ornament 
from the drapery of religion. When they were 
purging the calendar of legions of vifionary faints, 
they took due care to defend the niches of real 
martyrs from profanation. They preferved tho 
holy faftiyals, which had been confecrated for 
many ages to the great luminaries of the church, 
and at once paid proper obfervance to the memory 
of the good, and fell in with the popular hu- 
mour, which loves to rejoice and mourn at the 
difcretion of the almanack. /V'^t**^ 
* In fo enlightened an age as the prefent, I (hall 

perhaps be ridiculed if I hint, as my opinion, that 
the obfervation of certain feftivals is fomething 
.more than a mere political inftitution. I cannot, 
however, help thinking that even nature itfelf 
concurs to confirm my fentiment. Philofophers 
and free-thinkers tell us that a generaj fyitem was 

laid 
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laid down at firft, and that no deviations have 
been made to accommodate it to any fubfequcnt 
events, or to favour and authorize any human in- 
ftitutions. When the reformation of the calen- 
dar was in agitation, to the great difguft of many 
worthy perfons, who urged how great the har- 
mony was, in the old eftablifhment, between the 
holidays and their attributes (if I may call them 
fo) and what a confufion would follow if Mi- 
chaelmas-day, for inftance, was not, to be cele- 
brated when ftubble geefe are in their higheft per- 
fection 5 it was replied, that fuch a propriety was 
merely imaginary, and would be loft of itfelf, 
even without any alteration of the calendar by 
authority : for if the errors in it were fuftered to 
go on, they would in a certain number of years 
produce fuch a variation, that we fhould be 
mourning for good king Charles on a falfe thir- 
tieth of January, at a time of year when our an- 
ceftors ufed to be tumbling over head and heels in 
Greenwich-park* in honour of Whitfontide; and 
at length by choofmg king and queen for Twelfth- 
night, when we ought to be admiring the London 
prentice at Bartholomew fair. 

Cogent as thefe reafons may feem, yet I 
think I can confute them from the teftimony of a 
ftanding miracle, which not having fubmitted to 
the fallible" authority of an aft of parliament^ 
may well be faid to put a fupernatural negative 
•n the wifdom of this world. My readers, no 
doubt, are already aware that I have in my eye 
the wonderful thorn of Glaftonbury, which, tho* 
hitherto regarded as a trunk of popifh impofture, 
has notably exerted itfelf as the moft proteftant 
plant in the univcrfe. It is well known that 
C 5 the 
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the correction of the calendar was enafted by 
pope Gregory the thirteenth, and that the re- 
formed churches have with a proper fpirit of op- 
pofition adhered, to the old calculation of the em- 
peror Julius Caefar, who was by no means a pa- 
pi ft ^jr/Near two years ago the popifh calendar 
was brought in (I hope by perfons well affected !) 
certain it is, that the Glaftonbury thorn has pre- 
ferved its inflexibility, and obferved its old anni- 
verfary. Many thouiJnd fpe&ators vifited it on 

the parliamentary Chrjftmas day. Not a bud 

was there to be (cen ! : On tne true nativity it 

was covered with bloflbms. One muft be an in- 
fidel indeed to fpurn at fuch authority. Had I 
been consulted, (and mathematical ft udies have 
not been the moft inconfiderabje of my fpecula- 
tions) inftcad of turning the calendar topfy-turvy, 
by fantaftic calculations,^ I fhould have propofed 
to regulate the year by the infallible Somerfct- 
fhire thorn, and to have reckoned the months 
from Chriftmas-day, which ftiould always have 
been kept as the Glaftonbury thorn fhould 
blow. ' , 

Many inconveniencies, to be fure, would fol r 
low from this fyftem ; but as holy things ought 
to be the firft confideration of a religious nation* 
the inconveniences ftiould be overlooked. The 
thorn can never blow but on the true Chriftmas- 
day ; and confequently, the apprehenfion of the 
year's becoming inverted by (ticking to the Julian 
account can never hold. If the courfe of the fun 
varies, aftronomers may find out fome way to 
adjuft that : but it is prepofteraus, not to iky pre- 
lumptuous, to be celebrating Chriftmas-day, 
when the Glaftonbury thom, whiqh certoinlv 

3 imut 
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mult know times and feafons better than an al- J^ 
manack-maker, declares it to be herefy. *^ 

Nor is Chriftm as-day the only jubile which a 
will be morally difturbed by this innovation, f , 
. Thereis another anniverfary of no lefs celebrity 
among Englifhmen, equally marked by a mar- f^ 
vellous concomitance of circumftances, and which k 
I venture to prognofticnte will not attend the er- k 
roneous calculation of the prefent fyftem. The \J N 
day I mean is the firft of April. The oldeft tra- ^ I 
dition affirms that fuch an infatuation attends the«^ 
firft day of that month, as no forefight can ef- ^ * 
cape, no vigilance can defeat. Deceit is fuccefs- & ' 
ful on that day out of the mouths of babes and v > 
fucklings. Grave citizens have been bit upon it ; * 
ufurers have lent their money on bad fecurity ; JV S 
experienced matrons have married very difap- "h ^ 
pointing young fellows ; mathematicians have x . 
miffed the longitude; alchymifts the philofophers >k J 
ftone; and* politicians preferment on that day. trl 

What confufion will not follow, if the great (| ^ 
body of the nation are disappointed of their pecu- 
liar holiday ? This country was formerly difturb- 
ed with very fatal quarrels about the celebration 
of Eafter ; and no wife man will tell me that it 
is not as reafonable to fall out for the obfervance 
of April-fool-day. Can any benefits arifing from 
a'regular calendar make amends for any occafion 
of new feels ? How many warm men may refent 
an attempt to play them off on a falfe firft of 
April, who woula have fubmitted to the cuftom 
of being made fools on the old computation ? If 
our clergy come to be divided about Folly's an- 
niverfary, we may well expecl: all the mifchiefe 
attendant on religious wars $ and we (hall have 
C 6 reafon 
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reafon to wifh that the Glaftonbury thorn would 
declare as remarkably in favour of the true April- 
fool-day, aa it has in behalf of the genuine 
Chriftmas.^U^i^^^^ *- )C/t:^^/^f^ 

THERB'are many other inconveniencies, which 
I might lament very emphatically, but none of 
weight enough to be compared with thofe I have 
mentioned. I {hall only hint at a whole fyftem 
overturned by this revolution in the calendar, and 
ho provifion, that I have heard of, made by the 
legiflature to remedy it. Yet in a nation which 
bellows fuch ample rewards on new-year and 
birth-day odes, it is aftoniftiing that the late aft 
of parliament fhould have overlooked that ufe- 
ful branch of our poetry, which confifts in coup- 
lets, faws, and proverbs, peculiar to certain days. '^ 
and feafons. Why was not a new fet of diftichs 3j 
provided by the late reformers ? Or at leaft a. ^ 
claufe inierted in the ad, enjoining the poet- 
laureat, or fome beneficial genius, to prepare and 
n?w-caft the eftabliihed rhlmcs for public; ufe ?. ^ 
Were our aftronomers fo ignorant as to think that T* 
the old proverbs would ferve for their new-fang- >^ 
led calendar ? Could they imagine that StP 
b within would accommodate his rainy planet to 
the convenience of their calculation ? Who that U 
hears the following verfes, but muft, grieve for ^ 
the.fhepherd and hufbandman, who may have ^ 
all their prognoftics confounded, and be at a lib ^ 
to know beforehand the fate of * 
Ancient fa^es fung^* \J> * 
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If St. Paul before and clear ^ 

Then will betide a happy year ', 
I* But if it either /now or rain y 

Then will be dear all kind of grain t 
' -? And if the wind doth blow aloft ^ 

( Then wan will vex the realm full oft. 

I have declared againft meddling with poli- 
tics, and therefore mall fay nothing of the im- 
~, portant hints contained in the laft lines : yet if 
/* certain ill-boding appearances abroad fhould have 
, an ugly end, I cannot help faying that I daft 
afcribe their evil tendency to our having been 
lulled afleep by refting our faith on the calm 
weather on the pretended converfion of St. Paul ; 
.whereas it was very bluftering on that feftivai 
according to the good old account, as I honeftly* 
though vainly, endeavoured to convince a great 
minifter of ftate, whom I do not think proper to 
mention. 

But to return to April-fool-day : I muft beg 
my readers and admirers to be very particular if* 
their obfervations on that holiday, both accord- 
ing to the new and old reckoning. And I beg 
that they will tranfmit to me or my fecretary, 
. Mr. Dodfley, a faithful and attefted account of 
the hap that betides them or their acquaintance 
on each of thofe days ; how often and in what 
manner they make or are vaA.it fools ; how they 
mifcarry in attempts to furprize, or baffle any 
{hares laid for them* I do not doubt but it will 
be found that the balance of folly lies greatly oa 
the fide of the old firft of April ; nay, I muck 
queftion whether infatuation will have any force 

on 
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on what I call the falfe April-fool-day. I Ihould 
take it very kind, if any of my friends, who may 
happen to be (harpers, would try their fuccefs on 
the fictitious feftival; and if they make fewer 
dupes than ordinary, I flatter myfelf that they 
will unite their endeavours with mine in decrying 
and exploding a reformation, which only tends 
to difcountenance good old practices and venera- 
ble fuperftitions. 

Numb. ii. Thursday, March 15, 1753. 

IF we are to believe, univerfally, that virtue 
leads directly to happinefs, and vice to punifli- 
ment in this world, I am afraid we fhall form 
very erroneous opinions of the people we con- 
verfe with ; as every melancholy face will appear 
to be produced by a bad heart, and every chear- 
-ful face by a good one. But it will be no dis- 
couragement to virtue to fay, that the reverfe of 
this is much oftener the cafe; nay, fo obftinate 
am I in this opinion, that I feldom fee a counte- 
nance of fincere and fettled grief, without con- 
cluding it to be the effect of fome eminent degree 
of virtue. 

If ficknefs and bodily pain were, indeed, aH 
the misfortunes incident to our natures, it might 
be faid with fome colour of truth, that virtue was 
generally its own immediate reward, as every one 
wll allow, that temperance and abftemioufnefs 
lead more directly to health and eafe than riot 
and debauchery. But while we have affections 

that 
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that fteal us from our own happinefs, to involve 
us in themifery of thofe about us, they who have 
the beft hearts, will be ofteneft made uneafy. 

The good man confiders the whole human 
race as his own family ; and* as fuch a perfon, in" 
a worid like this, is liable to more difappoint- 
ments than one who has only himfelf to care 
for, his troubles and mortifications will afluredly 
be greater. 

The friends of virtue mould therefore be cau- 
tious of promifing what they are not fure will be 
performed ; left, by a failure in the end, they 
bring difcredit upon the means. It will be al- 
ways fufiicient to fay of virtue, that its reward is 
certain, while it can be faid of that reward, that 
it is happinefs eternal. 

The following allegory, which is a literal . 
tranflation from the fame old Spanifh author* 
from whom the ftory of Gonzales de Caftrq in* 
my firft paper was taken, fuppofes the good man 
to be unhappy upon earth, only becaufe his good-* 
nefs is imperfect. I infert it here (though not 
exa&ly applicable to my fub]e<ft).as the moft in- 
ftru&ive entertainment I am able to give my rea^ 
ders at this feafon. 

If the ladies fhould happen to conceive any, 
dulike to fome little feverities in it, they are de- 
fired to take notice that the author was a Spa-i 
niard, and tha$ he wrote at a time, when it ap- 
pears by the concurrent teftimonv of all hifto-. 
rians, that the fe* was not absolutely without 
fault. 

Jupiter, when he made Man, brought with 
him from heaven a nymph called Felicia, or 
Happinefs, to be his companion. The better t<Q 

engage 
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engage them to each other, he furnifhed Man with 
thofe paffions and afFe&ions which were to feed 
the mind with perpetual wifhes, with a gujde cal- 
led Reafon to reftrain their violence ; and to the 
Nymph he gave immortal beauty, together with 
a certain degree of coynefs, which is always fure 
to engage purfuit and endear pofleflion. 

But as if fome other power had a malicious 
deflgn to fet this pair at variance, notwithftand- 
ing the feeming defire of Jupiter to unite them, 
Felicia became infenfible to every thing but 
Virtue, while the Paffions of Man generally hur- 
ried him in a purfuit of her by the means of vice* 
With this difference in their natures it was im- 
foffible for them to agree; and in a fhort time 
they became almoft ftrangers to each other* Rea~ 
Ion would have gone over to the fide of Felicia,. 
but fome particular Paffioh always oppofed him 5 
for, what was almoft incredible^ though Reafon 
was a fufficient match for the whole body of Paf- 
fions united, he was fure to be fubdued, if fingly 
encountered. 

Jupiter laughed at the felly of Man, and 

Save him Woman. But as her frame was too 
elicately compofed to endure the perpetual ftrife 
of Reafon and the Paffions, he confined the for- 
mer to Man, and gave up Woman to the' govern- 
ment of the latter without controul. 

Felicia, upon this new creation, grew again 
acquainted with Man. She made him a vifit of 
a month, and at his entreaty woujd have fettled 
with him forever, if the jealoufy of Woman had 
ftot driven her from his roof* x 
. From this time the Nymph has led a wander- 
ing life,, without any fettled habitation. As the 

world 
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world grew peopled, (he paid her vifits to every 
corner of it ; but though millions pretended to 
love her, not a fihgle mortal had conftancy tode- 
ferve her. Ceremony drove her from court, ava- 
rice from the city, and want from the cottage- 
Her delight, however, was in the laft of thefe 
places, and there it was that fhe was moft fre- 
quently to be found. 

Jupiter faw with pity the wanderings of 
Felicia, and in a fortunate hour caufed a mor- 
tal to be born, whofe name was Bonario, or 
Goodnefs. He endowed him with all the graces 
of mind and body ; and at an age when the foul 
becomes fenfible of defires, he breathed into him 
a paifion for the beautiful Felicia. Bonario 
had frequently feen her in his early vifits to Wif- 
dom and Devotion; but as lightnefs of belief and 
an over-tfondnefs of mankind were failings inse- 
parable to him, he often fuffered himfelf to be led 
aftray from Felicia, till Refle&ion, the common 
friend of both, would fet him right, and recon- 
duct him to her company. 

Though Felicia was a virgin of fome 
thoufand years old, her coynefs was rafher found 
to increafe than to diminifli. This, perhaps, to 
mortal old maids may* be matter of wonder; but 
the true reafon was, that the beauty of Felicia 
was incapable of decay. From hence it was* 
that the hcklenefs of Bok ario made her lefs and 
lefs eafy of accefs. Yet fuch was his frailty* 
that he continually fuftered himfelf to be enticed 
from her, till at laft (he totally withdrew herfelf* 
Reflection came only to upbraid him. Her 
words, however, were of fervice, as by (hewing 
him how he had loft Felicia, they gave him 

hopes* 
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hopes that a contrary behaviour might, in time, 
regain her. 

The lofs of happinefs inftru&s us how to va- 
lue it. And now it was that Bonario began in 
earneft to love Felicia, and to devote his whole 
time to a purfuit of her. He inquired for her 
among the Great, but they knew her not. He 
bribed the Poor for intelligence, but they were 
ftrangers to her. He fought her of Knowledge, 
but {he was ignorant of her; of -Pleafure, but {he 
mi fled him. Temperance knew only the path 
{he had taken ; Virtue had feen her upon the 
way ; but Religion allured him of her retreat^ 
ana fent Conftancy to conduft him to her. 

It was in a village far from town, that Bona- 
rio again faw his Felicia ; and here he was iri 
hopes of poffefling her for ever. The coynefs 
with which {he treated him in his days of folly; 
time, and the amendment it had wrought in him; 
began to foften. He paffed whole days in her 
fociety, and was rarely denied accefs to her, but 
when Paffion had mifguided him. 

Felicia lived in this retreat, with the daugh- 
ter of a Ample villager, called Innocence. To 
this amiable ruftic did BonArio apply for inter- 
ceflion, upon every new offence againft Felicia ; 
but too impatient to delay, and out of humour 
with his advocate, he renewed his acquaintance 
with a court lady, called Vice, who was there 
upon a vifit y and engaged her to follicit for him. 
This behaviour fo enraged Felicia, that {he 
again withdrew herfelf; and in the warmth of 
her refentment, fent up a petition to Jupiter, to 
be recalled to heaven. 

Jupiter, upon this petition, called a council 

of 
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of the gods; in which it was decreed, that while 
Bonario continued upon earth, Felicia fhould 
not totally depart from it ; but as the nature of 
Bonario was fickle and imperfect, his admiflion 
to her fociety fhould be only occafional and tran- 
fient. That their nuptials fhould be deferred 
till the nature of Bonario fhould be changed 
by death, and that afterwards they fhould be in- 
feparably united in the regions of immortality. 

Numb. 12. Thursday, March 22, 1753. .• 

To Mr. Fitb-Adam. 

Sir, 

IT is a great abufe of language, according tot 
Mr. Locke, to make ufe of words to which 
we have no fixed and determinate ideas. There 
is a ftill greater, Mr, Fitz-Adam, which is the. 
almoft-continually ufing words to which we have 
no ideas at all. I fhall only inffence in the poor 
monofyllable Taste. Who has not heard it 
frequently pronounced by the loveiieft mouths 
in the world, when it has evidently meant no- 
thing ? « 
I would not be thought to require, like an ill-: 
bred logician, that every pretty woman, or even 
every pretty man, who makes ufe of the word 
Taste, would define what they mean by it; 
that would be too cruel ; but I fhould rather 
chufe, when they are really confeious to them- 
felves that they are going to utter it without any.' 
" ' idea 
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idea annexed, that they would be fo good as to 
change it for the word Whim. However, as 
my recommendation will, I am fure, have no 
weight, unlets it fhould be backed by your cen- 
forial authority, I fhall leave them at prefent in 
the full poffeflion of their favourite word, and 
proceed to the fubjeft of my letter. 

You rallied very humouroufly, a few weeks 
ago, fome of the reigning follies of this . various 
ifiand, under the name of our approaches to na- 
ture. I hope you have likewife taken notice 
how defirous we are of returning to our primaeval 
ignorance, under the notion of Taste: a name 
which we are fond of giving to every new folly 
which ftarts up, and to every old exploded abfur- 
dity which we are charitably pleaied to* revive. 
Let but that commanding word go forth, and no 
camelion catches his colours quicker than we are 
leady to imbibe follies from each other. Where- 
as Taste, in my opinion, ought to be applied 
to nothing but what has as ftrift rules annexed to 
it, though perhaps imperceptible by the vulgar, 
as Ariftotle, among the critics, would require, 
or Domenichino, among the painters, praftife. 
People may have whims, freaks, caprices, per- 
flations, and even fecond fights if they pleafe ; 
but they can have no Taste which has* not its 
foundation in nature, and which, confequently,- ' 
may be accounted for. 

From a thoufand inftances of our imitative 
inclinations I fhall fele6r. one or two, which have 
been, and ftill are, notorious and general. A 
few years ago every thing was Gothic ; our 
houfes, our beds, our book-cafes, and our 
couches, were all copied for fome parts or other 

of 
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of our old cathedrals. The Grecian architec- 
ture, where, as Dryden fays, 



Firm Doric pillars found the lower bafe^ 
The, gay Corinthian holds the higher Jpace, 
And all below isjlrength, and all above is grace* 



that architecture, which was taught by na-t 
ture and polifhed by the graces, A was totally 
neglected. Tricks and conceits got pofieflion 
every where. Clumfy buttrefles were" to fhock 
you with difproportion ; or little pillars were 
to fupport vaft weights ; while ignorant people, 
who knew nothing of centers of gravity, were 
to tremble at their entrance into every building, 
left the roofs mould fall upon their heads. 
This, however odd it might feem, and how- 
ever unworthy of the name of Taste, was 
Cultivated, was admired, and ftill has its pro- 
feffors in different parts of England. Thews 
is fomething, they fay, in it congenial to our 
old Gothic conftitution ; I (hould rather think 
to our modern idea of liberty, which allows 
every one the privilege of playing the fool, and 
of making* himfelf ridiculous in whatever way ^ 
he pleafes. 

According to the prefent prevailing whim, 
every thing is Chinefe, or in the Chinefe tafte : 
or, as it is fometimes more modeftly exprefled, 
partly after the Chinefe manner. Chairs, tables, 
chimney-pieces, frames for iooking-glafles, and 
even our moft vulgar utenfils, are all reduced to 
this new-fangled ftandard; and without-doors ft> 
univerfally has it fpread, that every -gate to a 
3 cow- 
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cow-yard is in T's and Z's and every hovel for 
the cows has bells hanging at the corners. 

The good people in the city are, I perceive, 
ftruck with this novelty; and though fome of 
them ftill retain the laft fafhion, the Gothic, yet 
others have begun to ornament the doors and 
windows of their {hops with the more modern 
improvements. 

Had this tafte prevailed in the latter end of 
queen Anne's time, the new churches themfelves 
had doubtlefs been pagoda's ; nay, it is expelled 
at prefent that the Something which is rifing on 
the building at the horfe-guards, if ever it fliould 
come to a conclufion, will terminate at laft partly 
after the Chinefe manner. 

I would beg leave, however, to propofe, if 
our large public buildings are to be executed after 
Chinefe models, that we mould purfue the ufual 
methods on fuch occafions. The inoculation for 
the fmall-pox, and other fuch hazardous experi- 
ments, were firft executed upon condemned cri- 
minals. And, in my opinion, an experiment of 
this kind mould firft be tried on an hofpital, or a 
county work-houfe. I know it will be faid in 
anfwer to this, that conveniency is shiefly to be 
ftudied in edifices of chanty. But is conveni- 
ency to give way to Taste \. Is the honour of 
a. nation to be lefs confidered than the particular 
exigencies of private perfons ? It is a thoufand 
pities that the hofpitals of Chelfea and of Green- 
wich are already built ; their fituations are the 
very fpots one would have chofen for a trial of 
this fort. What numbers of little lakes might 
have been let in from the Thames to wander 

among 
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among the pavilions ? And how commodioufly 
might we have parted from ward to ward by 
bridges adorned with triumphal arches ? 

The encouragement of this tafte may be wor- 
thy of the confideration of thofe gentlemen who 
have great poffeflions in the ifle of Ely, or the 
fens of Lincolnfhire. A Chinefe town, happily 
fituated, may attract inhabitants, and make eftates 
In thofe countries extremely defirable. Marfhy 
grounds, which are now avoided, will become by 
this means the moft fought after of any ; and we 
may live to fee the hundreds of Eflex crowded 
with villa's. But I only hint thefe things to 
thofe whom they concern, and whofe intereft it 
may be to purfue them farther. My intention, 
you perceive, is to make Taste ufeful to fome- 
body at leaft, and to aflign proper places for the 
exercife of our improved talents. 

But while I am promoting the intereft and 
entertainment of fome of his majefty's fubjec"ts, I 
would not wilfully offend others, who may be a 
little infatuated through their zeal to their coun- 
try. • Many good patriots have been greatly 
alarmed at the fpreadirig of the French language 
and the French fafhions fo univerfally over Eu- 
rope j and have apprehended, perhaps too juftly, 
that their modes of religion and government 
might infinuate themferves in their turns. If any 
pious Englishman mould have the fame fears 
with regard to the Chinefe cuftoms and man- 
ners, I have the fatisfa&ion to inform him, that 
nothing of that kind can reafonablv be dreaded. 
We may reft fecure that our firm faith will never 
be ftaggpred.by the tenets of Fohi, nor our prac- 
tice vitiated by the morals of Confucius j at leaft 

we 
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vre may be certain that the prefent innovations 
are by no means adequate to fuch an efre& : for 
on a moderate computation, not one in a thou* 
fand of all the ftiles, gates, rails, pales, chairs, 
temples, chimney-pieces, &c. &c. &c. which are 
called Cbinefe, has the leaft refemblance to any 
thing that China ever faw> nor would an Englifn 
thurch be a lefs uncommon fight to a travelling, 
mandarin, than an Englifh pagoda. I think it 
neceflary to fay thus much, in order to quiet the 
fcruples of conscientious perfons, who will doubt- 
lefs be more at eafe when they cpnfider that our 
Chinefe ornaments are not only of our own ma- 
nufacture, like our French filks and our French 
wines, but, what has feldom been attributed to 
the Englifh, of our own invention. 

I am, SIR, 

Tour mojl bumble Servant, 

H. S. 

To the PUBLIC. 

jrrHEREJS a fubfeription for a fubfidy for 
** the ufe of king Theodore was opened at 
Tully's Head in Pall-mall the twenty-fecond of la ft 
month, This is to give notice that by order of Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, the faid fubfeription will be clofed on 
Tuefday the huenty-feventh of this inftant March ; 
at which time the fubfidy will be paid tn> 

ROBERT DODSLEY. 

Numb. 
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Numb. 13. Thursday, March 29, 1753* 

IS HALL make no apology for the following 
letters, or my oVvn anfwers to them ; having 
been "always of opinion that works ,of criticifm 
are the chief ftrength and ornament of a public 
paper. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam* 
Sir,^ 
Though you fet out with a good grace in the 
World, I cannot help thinking that a paper 
now-and-then upon religion might be very en- 
tertainingi I am an officer in country quarters, 
and as the chaplain to the regiment happens to 
live altogether in town, I have no opportunity of 
itnowing any thing of that affair, but from what 
I hear at church. 

I am, &c. 

A. Z« 

To Mr. A. Z. 

Sir, 
That no officer in quarters may be under the 
neceffity of going to church, the World, for 
the future, fhall be a religious one. 
I am, &c. 

A. Fjtz-Adam, 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I belong to a club of very ferious clergymen; 

and am glad (fo is every one of us) that you do 

YoLrL D not 
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qot intend to meddle with religion in your paper. 
It is certainly a fubjeft of too much dignity and 
importance to be treated of in effays, which feem, 
devoted tp humour and the ridicule of folly. In 
the name of the whole club, 

/ am 9 &c. 

J. C. 

To Mr. J. C. 
Sir, . 
As it will be always my ambition to ftand well 
with the clergy, they, may affure themfelves that 
the World ihall have no religion in it. 
/ am, &c. 

A. Fitz-Adam. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
I cannot help being offended at your want 
erf corre&nefs in a paper, which, in other re* 
fpe&s, deferve*. approbation. In number I. you 
4qr, l^ARN men to goodne/s. The verb warn is 
unwarrantable irv thi^ place : we are warned by 
or from* but not to — The word fhould be incite ) 
and fo I have corrected it in my own paper. In 
number III. Line 2. you have the colloquial 
fariwifm. of doing a thing by a man inftead of 
t$. I. cannot exprefs how much I am hurt at fo 
vulgar an impropriety,. In number VI. pag. 34.. 
Jbz y«rh dihlas is ufed inftead of its participle 
dijpbying. rernaps it is only an error of the 
prefs : pray be careful for tne ftiture. I am 
willing to hope that thefe grofs mi flakes are only 
Gwift$ t& inafarfict^acy. If ft), I reft 

tfyar admit*?, Philolocto*. 
To 
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To Bhilologos. 

Sir, 

I shall be very careful of miftakes for the- 
future ; and do allure you, upon my veracity^ 
that they ha\fe hitherto proceeded from nothing; 
but inadvertency. I am, Sir, 

Your obliged forvant, 

A. Fi+z-Adam* 

To Adam Fitz-Adam, Efq : 

IWFjtz, 

Lord * * * * and I laid hold of a d- ■ ■ ■ d 
prig of a univerfity fellow yefterday, and carried 
him to our club ; where, when the claret began 
fo mount, your paper of the World happened 
to come upon the^tapis, " That feme Mr. Fitz- 
" Adam (fays he) is a very inaccurate writer j 
" peradventure I fhall take an opportunity of 
" telling him fo in a fltort time. Hut, dear 
Fitz, if the prig fhould really fend yoir a iettei, 
fmoke the parfon and be witty. Your inaccura- 
cies* ' as he oralis them, are the chara&eriftics of 
a polite writer : by thefe alone our club is Aire 
that you are a man df fafhiort. Away with pe- 
dantry and the grammar ! Write like a gentle* 
man, and with Pope, in h& effay upOri critics^ 

jSnatib a grace beyond the reach of nature* 

Tour's A. ». 

D % To 
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A Monfieur Fitz-Adam. 

Jb fuis enchante, mon chcr monfieur, de votre 
Monde. Depuis deux ans que je fuis a Londrcs, 
j'ai appris affez d'Angloi* pour Pentendre par- 
faitement, mais je ne fuis pas fi habile que Vol- 
taire, pour l'ccnre. Vous avez faifi tout a fait 
Tefprit Francois ; tant d'enjouement, de legcrete, 
et de vivacite !— *Parbleu c'eft charmant! Don- 
nez nous de temps en temps un vaudeville, ou 
quelque petite cbanfon aboire, et je me croirai a 
Riris. Le feul petit defaut que vous avez, c'eft 
qj*e vous fentez trop le Mopde fage, il ne vous 
manque qu'un peu du Mowde fou, pour plaire 
itout le MoKDE, et furtout a celui qui a l'hon* 
neur d'etre, monfieur, 

Jfotre tres bumbk et tres obeijfant firvitewr^ 

Dourillac. 

A Monfieur Doueillac. 

Vous pouvez conter, monfieur, qu'il n'y a 
j'urn au mtfnde q*ie je ne fafle pour captivcr la 
bicn- veil lance d'un ii amiable hoirime. Tout ce 
qu*il a de gai, de volatile, et meme evapor6 
coulera deformais de ma plume.. J'ai - Tbonneur 
d'etre, monfieur, 

Votfe tres bumble et tres obeijfant ferviteur, 

Fitz-Adam. 

I Hate many more letters written in the fame 
fptrit of crkicifin, and consequently many more 
opinions of my own j but as thefe may be thought 
fuflicient at one time, I (hall borrow an old fable, 
and conclude this paper. 

An 
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An old man and a little boy were driving an afs 
to the next market to fell. What a fool is this 
fellow (fays a man upon the road) to be trudging 
it on foot with his (on, that his afs may go light ! 
The old man, hearing this, let his boy upon the 
afs, and went whiitling by the fide of him. 
Why, firrah ! (tries a fecond man to the boy) is 
it fit for you to be riding, while your poor old 
father is walking on foot ? The father, upon this 
rebuke, took down his boy from the afc, and , 
mounted himfelf. Do you fee (fays a third) how 
the lazy old knave rides along upon his beafr, 
while his poor little boy is almoft crippled witb 
walking ? The old man no fooner heard this, 
than he took up his fon behind him. Pray, ho- 
ndV friend, (fays a fourth) is that afs your x>w#f 
Yes, (ays the man. One would not have thought 
fo, replied the other, by your loading him fo un-* 
mercifully. You and your fon are better able to 
carry the pocr beaft than he you. Any thing to 
pleafe, fays the owner ; and alighting with hi* 
fon, they tied the legs of the afs together, and by 
the help of a pole endeavoured to carry him up-* 
on their (boulders' over the bridge that led to the 
town. This was fo entertaining a fight that the 
people ran in crowds to laugh at it j till the afs, 
conceiving a diflike to the over-complailance of . 
jus matter, burft afunder the cords that tied him, 
dipt from the pole, and tumbled into the riven 
The poor old man made the beft of his way home, 
afhamed and vexed that by endeavouring to pieafc 
every body, he had pkafed nobody, and loft his 
at into the bargain. 

D' 4. Numb. 
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her footman, the (ignore Gonzaga reprehends 
him for not readily obeying dame Lucy, her 
houfekecper; and in another, addreffed to the 
fiune Mrs. Lucy, {he fays, "If Livia will not 
" be obedient, turn up her coats and whip her 
•* till her fleih be black and blue, and the blood 
44 run down to her heels." To be fure this 
founds a. little oddly to Eugjifh ears, but may be 
very elegant, when modulated by the harmony 
q$ Italian liquids* 

Several worthy perfons have laid down rules, 
for the compaction of letters ; but I fear it is an. 
art which only nature can teach. I remember 
m one of tfaofe books (as it was written by a 
Geraa*) there was a ftric~r, iryun&ion not to. 
mention your fclf before you had introduced th* 
peifon ot your corjefpomleni ; that is, you muft 
not ufe themonofyllable / before the pronoun Yqu^ 
The Italians have ftated expreifions, to be ufed 
by. different ranks of men, and knowexa<SUy when. 
*t» fubfcrlbe them fel Yes the devoted, or the moft 
devoted flave of the illuftrious or moft eminent 
perfons to whom they have the honour to write. 
St is true,, in that country, they have fo clogged 
correipondence with forms and civilities, that they* 
feldom make ufe of their- own language* but ge- 
nerally write to one another in French. 

Among many, instances of beautiful letters- 
from ladies* and of die contrary from our fex, I 
fitall feleft two, which are very lingular in their 
Kind* The comparifoa, to be fure, is not entire- 
ly fair ; ■ but when. I mention Tome particulars of 
the male author, one might exgeA a little more 
tfeganee, a little better orthography, a little more 
-fecortun,, and .a* good deal, kfk absurdity, than* 
■.. * feera. 
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feem to have met in one head, which, had feen,fo 
much of the world, which pretendecf Co much to 
literature* and which had worn fo long one of 
the firft crowns in Europe. This perfonajre was 
the emperor Maximilian, grandfather to Charles 
the Vth. Bis reign was long, fometimes {hining, 
often unproiperous, very often ignominious,. 
His ficklenefc, prodigality, and' indigence, were 
notorious. The Italians called him Pochi-danar'i, 
or the pennykfs ; a quality no more habitual to 
him, than his propenfity to repair his ihattejrcd 
fortunes by the moft unbecoming means. He 
ferved under our Henry the eighth, as a common 
feldier, at thefiegeof Terouenne, for a hundred 
crowns a day : he was bribed to the attempt 
againft Pifa, and bribed to give it over. In ihort, 
no potentate ever undertook to engage him in- a 
treaty, without firft offering him money. Yet 
this vagabond monarch, as if the annals^ of his 
reign were too glorious to be defcribed by a ple- 
beian pen, or as if they were worthy to be de- 
fcribed at all, took the pains to write his own life 
in Dutch verfe. There was another book of 
his compofition in a different way, which does 
jaot reflect much more luftre upon his me- 
mory than his own Dutch epic j this was what 
he called his livre rougt^ and was a regifter of • 
ieventeen mortifications which he had received 
from Louis the twelfth of France, and which he. 
intended to revenge on the firft opportunity. Af- 
ter a variety of (hifts,. breach of promiles, alli- 
ances, and treaties, he almoft duped his vain co- 
temporary Henry the eighth, with a propofal of 
rcfigning the empire to him, while himfelf was 
meditating, what he thought, an acceflion of 

D d dignity 
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the world will know it in two or three days ; and 
concludes with figning himfelf future Pope. 

As a contraft to this fcrap of imperial folly, I 
ftall prefent my readers with the other letter I 
mentioned. It was written by the lady Anne, 
widow of the earls of Dorfet and Pembroke (the 
life of the former of whom (he wrote) and 
heirefs of the great houfe of Clifford-Cumberland, 
from which, among many noble reverfions, (he 
enjoyed the borough of Appleby. Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon, fecretary of ftate to Charles the fe~ 
cond, wrote to name a candidate to her for that 
borough : the brave countefs, with all the fpirit 
of her anceftors, and with all the eloquence of 
independent Greece, returned this laconic an* 
fwer. 

" I have been bullied by an ufurper, I have 
*•■ been negle&ed by a court, but I will not be 
44 di&ated to by a fubjeft ; your man fean't 
" ftand. 

" Anne, Dorset, Pembroke, 
" and Montgomery." 

Numb. 15. Thursday, April 12, 1753. 

IT has been imagined, that if an ancient inha- 
bitant of this ifland, fome old Saxon for ex- 
ample, or even in later times, a fubjedr, of one of 
our Harry's or our Edward's, could rife from his 
grave ana take a furvey of the prefent generation,. 
he would never fufpe& us to be the defcendants of 
We cotemporaries, but would ftare about with 
fiirprize, and be apt to fancy himfelf among a na- 
tion 
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tion of foreigners, if not among a race of animals 
of a different fpecies. I have iometimes thought 
that fuch a perfoh would be no lcfs puzzled to 
know his country again, than his countrymen ; 
fuch a change would he find in the natural face 
of England, as well as in the manners of its in- 
habitants. The great increafe of public and pri- 
vate buildings,, the difference of architecture, the 
frequent navigation of rivers, and above all, the 
introduction and whimfical variations of gar- 
dening, have contributed fo effectually to new-: 
drefs our ifland,. which before was covered with 
rude fbrefts and extended marines^ that it would 
require fome time and pains to difcover her an^ 
cient features under fo total a difguife. This is 
more particularly the cafe with the counties ad- 
jacent to London, over which the Genius of 
gardening exercifes his power fo often and fa 
wantonly, that they are ufually new-created once 
in twenty or thirty years, and no traces left of 
their former condition. Nor is this to be won- 
dered at ; for gardening, being the drefs of 
nature, is as liable to the caprices of fafhion, a* 
are the dreffes of the human body ; and there is 
a certain mode ofi it ia every age, which grows* 
antiquated,, and becomes obfokte and ridiculous 
in the next. So that were any man of tafte now 
to lay out his ground in the ftyle which prevailed* 
lefs than half a century ago, it would occafion as. 
much aftonifhment and laughter,, as if a modem 
beau fhould appear in the drawing-room in red 
ftockings,. or introduce himfelf into a polite af— 
ianbly in ojmk o£ my lord Foppington's per- 
iwigs.. 

What 



83 THE WORLD, N* 15. 

What was the prevailing mode in Milton's 
days, may be gucfled from a paflage in his il- 
penseroso, where he defcribes retired lei- 
sure taking his delight in trim gardens. The 
practice, it fecms, was to embroider and ilourifli 
over the ground with curious knots and flowers, as 
the feme poet calls them in another part of his 
works ; and in this there was fomething of 
chearfulnefs and gaiety at leaft, though the ju- 
dicious eye could not help being difpleafed with 
the fantaftic quaintnefs of the defign. 

James the fecond was depofed, and the im- 
mortal king William came to the crown of thefe 
kingdoms ; an aera as remarkable in the annals 
of gardening as in thofe of government ; but 
far lefs aufpicious in the former inftance. The 
mournful family of Yews came over with the 
houfe of Orange ; the fonrbre tafte of Holland 
grew into vogue $ and ftrait canals, re&ilineal 
walks, and rows of dipt evergreens were all the 
mode. It was the compliment which England 
paid her new fovercign, to wear the drefs of a 
Dutch morafs. The royal gardens of Kenfing- 
ton, Hampton-court and Richmond fet the fame 
example ; and good whigs diftinguifhed their 
loyalty by fetching their plans from the fame 
country, which had the honour of producing their 
king > a country never greatly celebrated for tafte 
in any inftance, and leaft of all in the article now 
under confideration. But fuch were the errors of 
the times ; our connoifieurs in their zeal all be- 
came mynheers ; and it would probably hive 
been then eftablifhed as a great mark of difafrcc- 
tion to have laid out ground different from the 

true 
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true Belgic model, as it would be now to wear 
a white rofe on the tenth of June. 

This Dutch abfurdity, like all other follies, 
had its run, and in time expired. The great 
Kent appeared at length in behalf of nature, 
declared war againft trie tafte in fafhion, and 
laid the axe to the root of artificial evcr-greens. 
Gardens were no longer filled with yews in the 
fhapc of giants, Noah's ark cut in holly, St. 
George and the dragon in box, cyprefs lovers, 
lauru'Hne bears, and all that race of root-bound 
monfters, which flourifhed fo long and looked 
fo tremendous round the edges of every grafs- 
plat. At the fame time the dull uniformity of 
deftgning was baniflied ; high walls, excluding 
the country, were thrown down ; and it was no 
longer thought neceflary that every grove fhou|d 
nod at a rival, and every walk be paired with a 
twin-brother. The great matter above-men- 
tioned, truly the difciple of nature, imitated her 
in the agreeable wildnefs arid beautiful irregulari- 
ty of her plans, of which there are fpme nbbW 
examples ftill remaining, that abundantly (hew 
the power of his creative genius. •. 

But it is our misfortune that we always run 
beyond the goal, and are never contented to reft* 
at that point where perfection ends, and excefs 
and abfurdity begin. Thus our prefent artifts in 
gardening far exGeed the wildnefe of nature; 1 
and pretending to improve on the plans of Kent,' 
diftort their ground into irregularities the moft 
offenfive that can be imagined. A great comic 1 
painter has proved, I am told, in a piece every 
day expected, that the line of beauty is an S : I 
take this to be the unanimous, opinion of all our 

profeflbrs 
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profeffors of horticulture, who feem to have the 
moft idolatrous veneration, for that crooked letter 
at the tail ef the alphabet. Their land, their 
water, muft be furpentine ; and becaufe the for- 
mality of the laft age ran too much into right 
lines and parallels, a i'pirit of oppofition carries 
tKe prefent univerfally into curves and mazes. 

It was qucftioned of fome old mathematician, 
a great bigot to his favourite fcience, whether 
he would confent to go to heaven in any oath that 
was not triangular ? It may, I think, with equal 
propriety be queftioned of a modern gardener, 
whether he would confent to. go thither in any 
path that is not fer pen tine ? Nothing on earth, 
at leaft, can pleafe .out of that model j and th^re 
is reafon to believe, that paradife itfelf would 
have ftp charms for one of thefe gentlemen) un- 
lefs its walks be difpofed into labyrinth and mae- 
ander. In ferious. truth, the vaft multitude of 
grotefque little villas, which grow up every Aim- 
mer, within a certain diftance of London, and 
iw&& .more especially 00 the banks of the 
Thames, are fatal proofs of the degeneracy of our 
national tafte. With a defcription of one of 
thefe whtmfical nothings, and with a few previ- 
ous remarks upon the owner of it, I {hall con- 
clude this paper. 

, So^piRE Mu&room, the prefent worthy pof- 
ftffor of Block-hill, was born at a little dirty vil- 
lage in Hertfordshire, and received the rudiments 
of his education behind a writing deflc, under the 
eye of his father, w ho was an attorney at law. It 
« not material to-relate by what means he broke 
ioofe from the bondage otparchmen,t, or by what 

fteps he rofe from primaeval meannefs and obfeu- 

rity 
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rjty to his prefcnt ftation in life. Let it be fuffi- 
cient to fay, that at the age of forty he found 
himfelf in pofleflion of a confiderable fortune. 
Being thus enriched, he grew ambitious of intro- 
ducing himfelf to the world as a man of tafte 
and pleafure j for which purpoie he put an edg- 
ing of filver lace on his fervants waiftcoats, took 
into keeping a brace of whores, and refolved to 
have a villa. Full of this pleafing idea, he 
purchafed an old farm-houfe, not far diftant from 
the place of his nativity, and fell to building and 
planting with all the rage of tafte. The old 
manfion immediately flbot up into Gothic fpires, 
and was plaftered over with ftucco: the walls 
were notched into battlements; uncouth animals 
were fet grinning at one another over the gate- 
pofts, and the hall was fortified with rufty 
iwords and piftols, and a Medu&'s head flaring 
tremendous over the chimney. When he had 
proceeded thus far, he discovered in good time 
that his houXe was not habitable ; which obliged 
ham to add two roews entirely new, add entirely 
incoherent with the reft of the building. Thus 
while one half is defigned to give you£n old 
Gothic edifice,, the other half prefents to your 
view f Venetian windows, dices of pilafter, balus- 
trades, and other parts of Italian architecture. 

A library of books, as it is efteemed an ef- 
fential ornament in a moduli vula, was the 
next object of the fquirc's ambition. I was con- 
dueled into this, apartment, foon after its comple- 
tion, and could not help obferving with fome 
furprize that all the volumes on the flielves were 
in duodecimo : at which expreffing a curiofity, I 
received the following anfwer, verbatim : "Why, 

" fir, 
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44 fir, IM inform you how that matter came to 
<c pais ; I ordered my carpenter to tickle me up a 
" neat fafhionable let of cafes for the reception 

** of books, and the d d blundering booby 

** made all the (helves, as you fee, of a fize, 
u only to hold your duodecimo's, as they call 
" the in ; fo I was obliged," you know, to p'ur- 
" chi.fe books of a proper dimenfion, and fuch as 
" would fit the places they were to iLmd in." 

But the triumph of his genius was fren in the 
difpofition of his gardens, which contain every 
thing in lefs than two acres of ground. At your 
firft entrance, the eye is faluted with a yellow 
Terpentine river, ftagnating through a beautiful 
valley, which extends near twenty yards in 
length. Over the river is thrown a bridge, part- 
fa in the Chinefe manner, and a little Clip, with 
fails fpread and ftreamers flying, floats in the 
midft of it. When you have palled this bridge, 
you enter into a grove perplexed with errors and 
crooked walks j where having trod the fame 
gr6und over and over again, through 'a labyrinth 
of horn-beam hedges,' you are led into an old her- 
mitage built with roots of trees, which the fquire 
is pleafed to call St. Auftin's cave. Here he de- 
fires you to repofe yourfelf, and expects enco*- 
miums on his tafte ; after which a fecond ramble 
begins through another maze of walks, and the 
laft error is much worfe than the firft. At length, 
when you almoft defpair of ever vifiting daylight 
any more, you emerge on a fudden in an open 
and circular area, richly chequered with beds of 
flowers, and- embellifhed with a little fountain 
playing in the center of it. As every folly muft. 
have a name, the fquire informs you, that by way 

of 



N° 15. THE W O R L D. 93 

of whim h' has chriftened this place little Maribon\ 
at the upper end of which you are conducted 
into a pompous, clumfy, and gilded building," 
faid to be a temple, and conftcrated to. Venus ; 
for no other reafon which I could learn, but be- 
caufe the fquire riots here fometimes in vulgar love 
with a couple of orange-wenches, taken from the 
purlieus of the play-houfe. 

To conclude, if one wiflied to fee a coxcomb 
expofe himfelf in the mod effectual manner, one 
would advife him to build a villa ;. which is the 
chef-d'oeuvre of modern impertinence, and the 
moft confpicuous ftage which Folly can poflibly 
mount to difplay herfelf to the world. 

Numb. 16. Thursday, April 19, 1753. 

IT wa5 very well faid by Montaigne, " That 
44 all external acquifitions receive taite and co- 
** lour from the internal conftitution 5 as clothes 
u> give warmth, not from their own heat, but by 
" covering and keeping clofe the heat that is in 
" ourfelves." 

Every man's experience will prove the truth 
of this obfervation 5 as it will teach him, both 
from what he feels ia himfelf, and obferves in 
others, that without a difpofition for happinef9, 
the benefits and bleffings of life are beftowed up- 
on him in vain ; and that with it, even . a bare 
exemption from poverty and pain is almoft hap- 
pinefs enough. 

I am led to tbis thought by the following let- 
ter, 
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tcr, which I received near two years ago from a 
very valuable friend. The reader will perceive 
that it was not written with a view of publica- 
tion ; but as it prefents us with a very natural pic- 
ture of domeftic happinefs, and inftru<£fe us how 
an elegant little family may live charitably and 
within bounds upon an income of only fifty 
pounds a year, I (hall give it to the public ex- 
aftly as I received it. Thofe who have feeling 
Hearts will call it an entertainment 5 to the reft 
it is not written. 

York? }Wthe 14th, 1.751.- 

Dear Sir, 

The rcafon that you have not heard from 
me for thefe laft five week? is, that the people 
'where I have been, have engroffed all my time 
and attention. Perhaps you will be furprized 
to hear, that I have lived a complete month with 
our old friend, the reftor of South-Green, and 
his honeft wife. 

You know with what companion we ufed to 
think of them : that a man who had mixed a good 
deaf with the world, and who had always enter- 
tained hopes of making a figure in it, fhould 
foolifhly, and at an age when people generally 
jgrow wife, throw away his affections upen a 
girl worth nothing: and that flie, one; of the* 
Fivelieft of women, as well as the fineft, fhould 
refufe the many advantageous offers which' wese * 
made her, and follow a poor parfon to hi* living 
of fifty pounds a year, in a remote corner of the 
kingdom. But I have learnt from experience 
that we have been pitying the happitfr couple of 
1 out 
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our acquaintance. I am impatient to tell you all 
I know of them. 

• The parifli of South-Green- is about feventecn 
miles from this place, and is in my opinion the 
moft pleafing fpot of ground in all Yorkihire— -*- 
I ihould have firft told you, that our friend, by 
the death of a relation, was enabled to carry his 
wife from London with a neat two himdred and 
fifty guineas in his pocket ; with which fum he 
has converted the old parfonage houfe into a lit- 
tle palace, and fourteen acres of glebe into a farm 
and garden, that even a Pelham or a South- 
cote might look upon with pleafure. 

The houfe ftands upon an eminence within 
the bending of a river, with about half an acre of 
kitchen-garden, fenced iri with a good old wall, 
well planted with fruit trees. The river that 
almoft furrounds this little fpot, affords them fifli 
at all feafons. They catch trout there, and plen- 
ty of them, from two to five pounds weight. Be- 
fore the houfe is a little lawn with trees planted 
in clumps j and behind it a yard well flocked with 
poultry, with a barn, cow-houfe, and dairy. At 
the end of the garden a draw-bridge leads you to 
a fmall piece of ground, where three or four pigs 
are kept. Here they are fattened for pork or 
bacon ; the Tatter they cure for themfelves 5 and 
in all my life I- never eat better. 

In thefeven years of this retirement, they have 
fo planted their little fpot, that you can hardly 
conceive any thing more beautiful. The fields 
Ke all together, with pafture-ground enough for 
two horfes and as many cows, and the reft arable. 
Every thing thrives under their hands; The 
hedges, all of their own planting, are the thick* 

eft 
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eft of any in the country, and within every one 
of them is a fand-walk between a double row of 
flowering fhrubs, hardly ever out of blofibm. 
The produce of thefe fields fupplies them abun- 
dantly with the means of bread and beer, and 
with a furplus yearly for the poor, to whom th°y 
are the belt benefactors of any in the neighbour- 
hood. The hufband brews, and the wife bakes ; 
he manages the farm, and fhe the dairy ; and both 
with fuch (kill and induftry, that you would 
think them educated to nothing elfe. 

Their houfe confifts of two parlours and a 
kitchen below, and two bedchambers and a fcr- 
V ant's room above. Their maid is a poor wo- 
man's daughter in the parifh, whom they took 
at eleven years old, and have made the handiefr. 
girl imaginable. She is extremely pretty, and 
might marry herfelf to advantage, but fhe loves 
.her miftrefs fo fincerely, that no temptation is 
? Jlrong enough to prevail upon her to leave her. 

L\ T this fweet retirement they have a boy and 
a girl ; the boy fix years old, and the girl four ; 
both of them the prettieft little things that ever 
were born. The girl is the very picture of her 
mother, with the fame foftnefs of heart and tem- 
per. The boy is a jolly dog, and loves mifchief ; 
but if you tell him an interefting ftory, he 
will cry for an hour together. The hufband 
and wife conftantly go to bed at ten ; and rife at 
fix.' The bufinefs of the day is commonly finifh- 
ed by dinner-time ; and all after is amufement 
and pleafure, without any fet forms. They are 
almoft worfhiped by the parifhioners, to whom 
the doctor is not only the fpiritual director, but the 
phyfician, the furgeon, the apothecary, the lawyer, 

.the 
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the (reward, the friend and the chearful compa- 
nion. The beft: people in the country are fond of 
yifiting them ; they call it going to fee the won- 
ders of Yorkfhire, and fay that they never eat fo 
heartily as of the parfon's bacon and greens. 

I told you at the beginning of this letter that 
they were the happieft couple of our acquaint- 
ance ; and now I wUl tell you why they are fo. In 
the firft place, they love and are delighted with 
each other. A feven years marriage, inftead of 
lefTening their affe&oni, has increaied them*. 
They wnh for nothing more than what their lit- 
tle income affords them ; and even of that little 
they lay up. Our friend (hewed me his account 
of expences, or rather his wife's account; by 
which it appears that they have faved yearly from 
fifteen {hillings to a guinea, exclufive of about, 
the fame Aim, which they diftribute among the 
poor, beftdes barley, wheat, and twenty other/ 
things. Their only article of luxury is tea; bifljf 
the do&or fays he would forbid that, if his wife;^ 
could forget her London education. However, 
they feldom offer it but to the beft company, and! 
lefs than a pound will laft them a twelvemonth. 
Wine they have none, nor will they receive it as/ 
a prefent. Their conftant drink is finall beer 
and ale, both of which they brew in the higheft! 
perfe&ion. Exercife and temperance keep thenv 
in perpetual health and good-humour. All the 
flxife between them is who (hall pleafe and oblige- 
moll. Their favourite amufement is reading: 
now-and-then, indeed^ our friend fcribbles ar little;: 
but his performances reach no farther than a 
Abort fermon, or a paper of verfes in praife of his* 
wife. Every birth-day of the. lady is conftantly; 

Vol. I. E cele- 
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celebrated in this manner ; and though you do 
not read a Swift to his Stella, yet there is fome- 
thing fo fincere and tender in tnefe little pieces, 
that I could never read any of tbem without tears. 
In the fine afternoons and evenings, they are 
walking arm and arm, with their boy and girl, 
about their grounds; but how chearful, how 
happy ! Js not to be told you. Their children 
are hardly fo much children as themfelves. But 
though tney love one another even to dotage, 
their fondnefs never appears before company. I 
never faw either of them fo much as playing with 
the other's hand — I mean only when they have 
known I was within fight of them ; I have ftolen 
upon them unawares indeed, and have been wit- 
nefs to fuch words and looks as have quite melt- 
ed me. 

With this couple, and in this retirement, I 
have paffed my time fince you heard from me. 
How happily I need not fay : come and be a judge 
yourfelf ; they invite you moft heartily. 

One thing I had forgot to tell you of them. 
It makes no part of their happinefs that they can 
compare themfelves with the reft of the world, 
who want minds to enjoy themfelves as they do. 
It rather lefTens than increafes it. Their own 
happinefs is from their #wn hearts. • They have 
every thing they wifh for in this fifty pounds a 
year and one another. They make no boaft of 
themfelves, nor find fault with any body. They 
are forry I am not as happy as they ; but are far 
from advifing me to retire as they have done. I 
left a bank note of twenty pounds behind me in 
my room , inclofed in a letter of thanks for their 
civilities to me 5 but it was returned me this 

morn- 
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morning to York, in a manner that pleafed me 
more than all the reft of their behaviour. Our 
friend thanked me for the favour I intended him ; 
but told me I could beftow it better among the 
poor. That his wife and he had been looking 
over the family accounts of laft month, and that, 
they found me only a few fhillings in their debt. 
That if I did not think they were a thoufand times 
over-paid by the pleafure 1 had given them, they 
would be obliged to me for a pound of tea, and 
a little of Hardham's fnufF when I got to Lon- 
don. 

I hope foon to fee. you, and to entertain you 
by the week with the particulars of the parfon 
and his wife. Till then, 

/ am, ice. 



Numb. if. Thursday, April 26, 1753. 

TWICE in every year are folemnized thofe 
grand diveriions, with which our nobility* 
gentry, and others, entertain themfelves at New- 
market ; and as this is the vernal feafon for the 
celebration of thofe curious fports and feftivals, 
and as they are, at this time, likely to be held 
with the utmoft fplendor and magnificence, I 
think it may not be improper to amufe my 
town readers with one fingle paper upon the 
fubjeft. 

In this I will endeavour to fet forth the ufeful- 

nefs of thefe anniverfary meetings, defcribing the 

manner and method ot exhibiting fuch games ; 

and then fhew what benefit may arife to the 

E 2 kingdom, 
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kingdom, by horfe-races in general, on the one 
hand; and what detriment may happen from 
them to the public, on the other, by their fpread- 
ing too widely over the whole kingdom. 

i re ad in one of the news-papers of laft week, 
the following; article : " 'Tis faid that garrets at 
44 New-market are let at four guineas each, for the 
" time of the meeting." What ! faid I to my- 
felf, are our principal nobility content to lie in 
garrets, at fuch an exorbitant price, for the fake 
of fuch amufements ? Or are our jockey-gentry, 
and tradefmen, extravagant enough to throw 
away their loofe corn (as I may properlv call it 
on this occafion) fo idly and ridiculously ? To be 
fure there is not a more noble diverfion than this.. 
In its original, it was of royal inftitution, and 
carried on in the beginning with much honour 
and integrity ; but as the heft conftitution will 
always degenerate, I am fearful this may be grown 
too much into fcience, wherein the adepts may 
have carried matters to a nicety, not altogether 
reconcileable to the ftrifleft notions of integrity ; 
and which may by degrees, by their affecting to 
become notable in the profeffion, corrupt the 
morals of our young nobility. The language 
of the place is generally to be underftood by the 
rule pf contraries. If any one fays his horfe is a 
pretty good one, but as flow as a town-top (for 
iimilies are much in ufel you may conclude him 
to be an exceeding fpeedy one, but not fo good 
at bottom. If he mentions his defign of throwing 
a particular horfe foon out of trainings you may 
be affured he has a mind to match that horfe as 
foon as he can; and fo it is in every thing elfe 
they throw out. Foreigners who come here for 

curiofity, 
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curiofity, cannot be ihcwn a finer fight than thefc 
races, which are almoft peculiar to this country : 
but I muft confefs that I have been fometimes 
put a little to the blufh at incidents that are pret- 
ty pregnant in the place. Every body is drifted 
fo perfectly alike, that it is extremely difficult to 
diftinguifh between his grace and his groom. 
I have heard a ftranger aik a man of quality how 
often he dreffed, and f watered his horfes ? how 
much corn, and bread, and hay, he gave them ? 
how many miles he thought he could run in fuch 
a number of minutes ? . and how long he had lived 
with his mafter ? Thofe who have been at the 
place will not be furprized at thefe miftakcs ; for 
a pair of boots, and buckfkin breeches, a fuftian 
frock, with a leather belt about it, and a black 
velvet cap, is the common covering of the whole 
town : fo that if the in fide does not differ, the 
outfide of my lord and his rider are exa&ly the 
fame. There is another raoft remarkable affec- 
tation, which is thisr Thcfb who are known to 
have the moft, and perhaps beft horfes of the 
place, always appear themfelves on the very 
worft, and go to the turf on fome ordinary fcmb 
tit, fcarce worth five pounds. From perfons thus 
mounted and accoutred, what a furprife muft it 
be to hear a bett offered of an hundred pounds 
to fifty, and fometimes three hundred to two, 
when you would imagine the rider to be fcarce 
worth a groat ! In that circular convention be- 
fore the race begins, at the Devil's Ditch, all are 
hail fellows well met, and every one is at liberty, 
taylor, diftiller, or otherwife, to offer and talce 
fuch betts, as he thinks proper ; and many thou- 
sand pounds are ufually laid on a fide. When 
E 3 the 
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the horfes are in fight, and come near Choak- 
Jade, immediately the company all difperfe, as if 
the devil rofe out of his ditch and drove them, 
to get to the turning of the lands, the reft poft, or 
fome other ftation, they chufe, for feeing the pufh 
made. Now the contention becomes animating. 
*Tis delightful to fee two, or fome times more^ of 
the moft beautiful animals of the creation, ftrug- 
gling for fuperiority, ftretching every mufcle and 
iinew to obtain the prize, and reach the goal ! to 
obferve the fkill and addrefs of the riders, who 
*re all diftinguifhed by different colours, of white, 
blue, green, red, and yellow, fometimes fpurring 
or whipping, fometimes checking or pulling, to 
give frefh breath and courage ! and it is often 
obferved that the race is won, as much by the 
dexterity of the rider, as by the vigour and fleet- 
nefs of the ahimal. 

When the fport is over, the company faunter 
away towards the Warren-Hill, before the other 
horfes, left at the feveral ftables in the town, are 
rode out to take their evening exercife and their 
water. On this delightful fpot you may fee, at 
once, above a hundred of the moft beautiful 
horfes in the univerfe, all led out in firings, with 
the grooms and boys upon them, in their feveral 
liveries, diftinguifhing each perfon of rank they 
belong to. This is indeed a noble fight ; it is a 
piece of grandeur, and an expenfive one too, 
which no nation can boaft of, but our own. To 
this the crown contributes, not only by a very 
hand fome allowance for keeping horfes, but alfo 
by giving plate$ to be run for by horfes and mares 
at different ages, in order to encourage the breed, 
by keeping up the price of them, and to make 

th« 
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the breeders extremely careful, of their race an4 
genealogy. ■>■*» 

The pedigree of theft horfes »< more ftriftly 
regarded and carefully looked into, than that of 
a knight of Malta* They, muft have no hie- 
mifhed quarter in the family' on either fide for 
many generations ; their blood muft have fun 
pure and untainted, from the great, great, five 
times great grandfather and graadam, to be at* 
tefted in the meft authentic and folemn manner 
by the hand of the breeder. Itis this care of the 
breed, and particularly with an eye to their 
ftrength, that makes-all the world fo fond of our 
horfes. Many thoufanda are carried out of Eng- 
land every year ; fo that it is become a trade of 
great confequende, and brings £ vaft balance of 
money to this .country annually* . The French 
monarch rides no other horfes but ours, in hit, 
favourite diverfion of hunting. You may atahy 
time fee two or thm hundred beautifurEn^Itfn 
geldings in thofe great and noble (tables at Chan- 
tllli. Moft of the German princes, and many 
of their nobility, aredefirotfs of having Englilfc 
horfes ; and, I date 4ay v his prefcht M-*-*— y of 
P— a, however military his genius may be, bad 
rather mount ah Englith hone at a review of hia 
trqops, than a breach *t any fiege in Europe. 

The .country races over the whole kingdom, 
are what 1 confefs give me fame little difrelifh tot 
the fport. Every county, and almoft the whole 
of it, is mad during the time of the races. Many 
fubftantial farmers go to them- with thirty op 
forty pounds in their pockets, and return with- 
out one fingle farthing. Here they drink, 4iid 
learn to be vicious, and the whple time is fpent 
E 4 iit 
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in riot and diforder. An honeft butcher, that is 
taken in at a horfe-race, is tempted perhaps, in 
his return, to borrow an ox, or a few fheep oif 
his neighbour, to make up his loffes. An in* 
duitrious tradefman, or a good farmer, has fome- 
times turned highwayman, to be even with the 
rogue that bubbled him at the races. Opon the 
whole, if I confider only how much time is loft 
to all the labouring men in this kingdom, by 
county races, the damage they occafion is im- 
roenfe. Let us fuppofe it but a week's labour all 
over England ; and (if we confider the number 
of- plates in the different metropolis's, befides the 
letter country plates) thismuft be allowed a very 
moderate computation.: and then let thofe two 
ingenious gentlemen,. Mr. Pond and Mr. Heber, 
however they may be at variance with each 
other, join to compute how much the lofs muft 
be to the whole kingdom. I dare anfwer for it, 
that it muft amount to many hundred thoufands 
of pounds. But as my-paper was principally de- 
iigned in honour of horfes, I will- not be led to 
arge any thing againft them. Horfes of all kinds 
have ever been held in the higheft efteem. Da- 
rius was chofen king of Perfia by the neighing of 
his horfe. I queftion if Alexander himfelf had 
pufhed his conquefts half fo far r if Bucephalus had 
not ftooped to take him on his back. An em- 
peror of Rome made his horfe a conful ; and it 
will be readily owned that the dignity was as 
properly, conferred upon the beaft, as the imperial 
diadem upon his matter. 

I shall conclude this paper with a {hort ex- 
trad* from Churchill's colle&ion of voyages. 

« Ik 
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" In Morocco the natives have a great refpeft 
€< for horfes that have been the pilgrimage of 
" Mecca, where Mahomet was born; they are 
" called Hadgis, or faints. Such horfes have 
" their necks adorned with firings of beads, and 
" relicks, being writings wrapt up in cloth of 
" gold or iilk, containing the names of their 
" prophet : and when thefe horfe3 die, they are 
" buried with as much ceremony, as the neareft 
*' relations of their owners. Tne king of Mo- 
" rocco has one of them, whom he caufes to be 
" led before him when he goes abroad, very 
M richly accoutred, and covered with thefe wrU-» 
c( ings ; his tail being held up by achriftian flave, 
" carrying in one hand a pot and a towel, to 
" receive the dung and wipe the pofteriors." 

Numb. 18. Thursday^ May 3, 1753. 

THE. following letter had appeared earlier 
in the World, if its length, or (what at 
prefent happens to be the fame thing) its merit 
had not been fo- great. 1 have been trying to 
fhorten it,, without robbing it of beauties; but af- 
ter many unfuccefsful attempts, I find that the 
fpirit ot it is (as the human foul is imagined to 
be by fome ancient philofophers) totus in Mo 9 it 
lotus in qualibet parte. . I have, therefore, changed 
the form of my paper, chuiing rather to prefect 
my readers with an extraordinary half-fheet, than 
to keep from them any longer what was fent me 
for their i/iftru&ion. At the fame time I muft 
beg leave to fay, that I fhall never think myfelf 
obliged to repeat my complaifance, but to tnofe 
E 5 of 
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of my correfpondents, who, like the writer of this 
letter, can inform me of their grievances with all 
the elegance of wit. 



To Mr* Fi*z-Adam. 

Sir, 

I consider you as fupplemental to the law of 
the land. I take your authority to begin, where 
the power of the law ends. Tne law is intend- 
ed to ftop the progrefs of crimes by punUhing 
them ; your paper feems calculated to check the 
courfe of follies by expofing them. May you be 
more fuccefsful in the latter than the law is in 
the former. 

Upon this principle I (hall lay my cafe plainly 
before you, and defire your publication of it as a 
warning to others. Though it may feenvridi- 
culous to many of your readers, I can affure you, 
fir, that it is a very ferious one to me^ notwith- 
ftanding the ill-natured comfort which I might 
have, of thinking it of late a very common one. 

I am a gentleman of a reafonable paternal 
eftate in my county, and ferve as knight of the 
fhire for it. Having what is called a very good 
family-intereft, my eledion incumbered my eftate 
with a mortgage of only five thoufand pounds ; 
which I have not been able to clear, being obli- 
ged by a good place which I have got fince, 
to live in town, and in all the belt company, nine, 
months in the year. I married fuitable to my 
circumftances. My wife wanted neither for- 
tune, beauty, nor underftanding. Difcretion and 
good-humour on her part, joined to good-nature 
- . and 
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and good-manners on mine, made us live com- 
fortably together for eighteen years. One fon 
and one daughter were our only children. We 
complied with cuftom in the education of both. 
My daughter learned fome French and fome 
dancing ; and my fon paffed nine years at Weft- 
minfter fchool in learning the words of two lan- 
guages, long fince dead, and not yet above half 
revived. When I took him away from fchool, 
I refolved to fend him directly abroad, having 
been at Oxford myfelf. My wife approved of . 
my defign, but tacked a propofal of her own to 
it, which flie urged with fome earneftnefs. 
44 My dear, faid fhe, I think you do very right 
44 to fend George abroad, for I love a foreign 
44 education, though I fliall not fee the poor boy 
44 a great while : but fincje we are to part for (o 
44 long a time, why fhould we not take that op- 
44 portunity of carrying him ourfelves as far- as 
44 Paris ? The journey is nothing ; very little 
44 farther than to our own houfe in the north ; 
44 we (hall fave money by it; for every thing is 
44 very cheap in France j it will form the girl, 
44 who is of a right age for it ; and a couple of 
44 months with a good French and dancing 
44 mafter will perfect her in both, and give her 
44 an air and manner that will help her off in* 
* 4 thefe days, when hufbands are not plenty,. 
44 efpecially for girls with, only five thoufand 
44 pounds to their fortunes.. Several of my ac- 
" quaintance, who have lately taken trips to 
44 Paris, have told me,, that to be fure we fhould 
44 take this opportunity of going there. Befides,, 
44 my dqar, as neither you nor I have ever been 
44 abroad, this little jauatwilLamufe and even 
Eu 6. " improve 
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" improve us; for it is the eafieft thing in th£ 
44 world to get into- all the heft company at 
« Paris." 

My wife had. no fooner. ended her fpeech 
(which. I eafily perceived to be the refult of me- 
ditation) than my daughter, exerted all her little 
eloquence in feconding her mother's motion*. 
44 Ay, dear papa*, faidfhe,. let us go with brother 
44 to Paris ; it will be the charmingeft thing icu 
44 the world ; we fhall fee all the neweft fa- 
44 fhions there ; I (hall learn to dance of Mar- 
44 feille j in fhort, I {hall be quite another crea^ 
44 ture after it.. You fee how my^ coufin Kitty 
44 was improved by going to Paris laft year ; I 
44 hardly knew her again, when (he came back ;, 
••* do, dear papa, let us go/' 

The abfurdity of the propofaL ftruck me at 
firft, and I forefaw a tShoufand inconveniencies in. 
-it, though not half fo many as I have fince felt*. 
However, knowing that direct contradiction, 
though fupported by the bed arguments, was not 
the likelieft method to convert a female difpu*- 
tant, I feemed a little to doubt, and contented, 
myfelf with faying, 4< That I was not, at firft 
4< fight at leait, (enfible of the many advantages- 
44 which they had enumerated ; but that on the 
44 contrary I apprehended a great deal of trouble 
44 in the journey, and many inconveniencies in 
** confequence of it* That I had not obferved 
*' many men of my age confiderably improved 
44 by tneir travels ; but that I had lately fefctt 
44 many women of hers, become very ridiculous 
" by theirs ; and that for my daughter, as fhe 
4< had not a fine fortune, I faw no neceflity of 
4< hex: being a fine lady." Here the girl inter* 

ruptecL 
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rupted me, with faying, "For that very reafoa, 
44 papa, I fhould be a fine lady. Being in fa- 
<c fhion is often as good as being a fortune $ and 
44 I have known air, drefs,. and accomplifhments 
44 ftand many a woman in ftead of a fortuned' 
44 Nay, tobefure, added, my wife, the girl is in? 
44 the right ki that ; and if with her figure flie 
44 gets a certain air and manner^ I cannot fee 
44 why (he may not reafonably hope to be as ad— 
44 vantageoufly married,, as lady Betty Townly,. 
44 or the two mifs Bellairs, who had none of 
44 them fuch good fortunes." I found by all. m 
this, that the attack upon me was a concerted, 
one, and that both my wife and daughter wese. 
ftrongly infeded with that migrating diftemper, 
which has of late been fo epidemical in this king- 
dom, and which annually carries fuch numbers of 
our private families to Paris,, to eXpofe them— 
felves there as Englifh, and here, after their re- 
turn, as French. Infomuch that I am aifured 
that the French call thofe fwarms of Englifli. 
which now* in a manner,, over-run France,. a. 
fecond incurfion of the Goths and Vandals. 

I endeavoured as well as I could to avert 
this impending folly,, by delays and gentle per- 
fuafions, but in vain ; the attacks upon me wese- 
daily repeated, and fometimes enforced by tears*. 
At laft I yielded, from mere good nature,, to the- 
Joint importunities of a wife and daughter whom 
1 loved ; not. to mention the love of eaie ajid do— 
meftic quiet, which b v much oftener than we 
' care to own,, the trae motive ofmany things that 
we either do or omit. 

My cpnfent being thus extorted, our fetting 
out was preffed. The journey wanted no prepa- 
rations i 
& 
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rations ; we fhould find every thing in France. 
My daughter, who fpoke fome French, and my 
fon's governor, who was a Swift, were to be our 
interpreters upon the road j and when we came 
to Paris, a French fervant or two would make 
all eafy. 

But, as if Providence had a mind to punifh 
our folly, our whole journey was a feries of 
diftrefles. We had not failed a league from Do- 
ver, before a violent ftorm arofe, in which we 
had like to have been loft. Nothing could equal 
our fears but our ficknefs, which perhaps leflened 
them : at laft we got into Calais, where the in- 
exorable cuftom-houfe officers took away half 
the few things which we had carried with us. 
We hired fome chaifes, which proved to be old 
and mattered ones, and broke down with us at 
leaft every ten miles. Twice we were over- 
turned, and fome of us hurt, though there are no 
bad roads in France. At length, the fixth day,, 
we got to Paris, where our banker had provided 
a very good lodging for us ; that is, very good 
rooms, very well furnifhed, and very dirty. Hero 
the great fcene opens* My wife and daughter, 
who had been a good deal difheartened by our 
diftrefles, recovered their fpirits, and grew ex- 
tremely impatient for a consultation of the necef- 
fary trades-people, when luckily our banker and 
his lady, informed, of our arrival, came to make 
us a vilit. He gracioufly brought me five thou- 
fand livres, which he aflured me was not more , 
than what would be neceflary for our firft fetting 
out, as he called it ; while his wife was pointing 
•ut to mine the moft compendious method of 
(pending three times as much. I told him that 

I hoped! 
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I hoped that fum would be very near fufficiem 
for the whole time ; to which he anfwered coolly, 
" No, fir, nor fix times that fum, if you propofc, 
" as to be fure you do, to appear here henete- 
" merit." This I confefs flartled me a good deal ; 
and I called out to my wife, " Do you hear 
" that, child i" She replied, unmoved, " Yes, 
" my dear ; but now that we are here, there is 
" no help for it ; it is but once, upon an cxtra- 
" ordinary occafion ; and one would not care to 
" appear among ftrangers like fcrubs." I made 
no anfwer to this fofid reafoning, but refolved 
within myfelf to fliorten our ftay, and leflen our 
follies as much as I could. My banker, after 
having charged himfelf with the care of procur- 
ing me a carojje de renafe and a valet de place for 
the next day, which in plain Englifh is a hired 
coach and a footman^ invited us to pafs all the 
next day at his. houfe, where he aflured us that 
we fhould not meet with bad company. He was 
to. carry me and my fon before dinner to fee the 
public buildings, and his lady was to call upon, 
my wife and daughter to carry them to the gen- 
teeleft (hops, in order to fit them out to appear 
honnettment. The next morning I amufed myfelf 
very well with feeing, while my wife and daugh- 
ter amufed themfelves ftill better by preparing 
themfelves for being feen, till we met at dinner 
at our banker's ; who, by way of fample of the 
excellent company to which he was to introduce 
us, prefented to us an Irifh abbe, and an Irifh 
captain of Clare's j two attainted Scotch fugi- 
tives, and a young Scotch furgeon who ftudied 
midwifry at the Hotel Die*. It is true, he la- 
mented that fir Harbottle Bumper and fir Clot- 
worthy 
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worthy Guzzledown" with their families, whom 
he had invited to meet us, happened unfortunate- 
ly to have been engaged to go and drink brandy 
at Nucilly. Though this company founds but 
indifferently,, and though we fhould have been 
very forry te have kept it in London, 'I can 
allure you, fir, that it was the beft we kept the 
whole time we were at Paris. 

I will omit manv circumftances which gave 
ne uneafinefs, thougn they would probably afford 
fbme entertainment to- your readers,, that I may 
haften to the moft material, ones.. 

In about three days the feveral. mechanics, 
who were charged witn the care of difguifing my 
wife and daughter, brought home their refpedive 
parts of this transformation,, ia order that they 
might appear honnhemenU More than the whole 
morning was employed in this operation ; for we 
did not fit down to dinner till near five o'clock. 
When my wife and daughter came at laft into 
the eating room, where I had waited for them at 
ieaft two hours, I was fo {truck with their, trans- 
formation, that I could neither conceal nor ex- 
prefs my aftoniflbment. " Now, my dear, faid 
. " my wife, we can appear a little like chriftians." 
■** And ftrollers too, replied I;, for fuchhave I 
** feen, at Southwark-fair, the refpe&able Syfi- 
** gambis, and the lovely Parifatis. This can- 
" not furely be ferious !" " Very ferious, de- 
** pend upon it, my dear, faid my wife j and pray, , 
** by the way, what may there be ridiculous in 
•* it"? No fuch Syfigambis neither, continued 
fhe; Betty is but iixteen, and you know I had* 
her at four-and-twenty> ,, ~ As I found that the 
name of Syfigambis, carrying an idea of age 

along 
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along with it, was ofFenfive to my wife, I waved 
the parallel ; and addrefiing myfelf in common to 
my wife and daughter, I told them, " I perceiv- 
44 ed that there was a painter now at Paris, who 
44 coloured much higher than Rigault, though he 
44 did: not paint near fo like ; for that I could 
" hardly have guefled them to be the pictures of 
44 themfelves." To this they both anfwered at 
oncef 44 That red was not paint ; that no co- 
44 * lour in the world was fard but white, of 
44 which they protefted they had none." 44 But 
44 how do you like my pompon, papa ! continued 
44 my daughter j is it not a charming one ? I 
44 think it is prettier than mamma's." 44 It may,. 
44 child, for any thing that I know ; becaufe I 
•*■ do not know what part of all this frippery thy 
44 pompon is." 44 It is this, papa," replied the 
girl, putting up her hand to her head, and 
•fhewing me in the middle of her hair a comv 
plication of fhreds and rags of velvets, feathers 
and ribbands, ftuck with falfe ftones of a thou- 
fand colours, and placed awry* 44 But what 
44 haft thou done to thy hair, child ! faid I ; 
44 is it blue ? Is that painted too by the fame 
44 eminent hand that coloured thy cheeks ?" 
44 Indeed, papa, anfwered the girl^ as I told yot* 
44 before, there is no painting in the cafe ; but 
44 what gives my hair that bluifh caft is the grey 
44 powder,, which has always that effect Upon 
44 dark-coloured bair, and fets off the complexion 
44 wonderfully." 4C Grey powder, child ! faid 
44 I, with fome furprize : Grey hairs, I knew were 
4:4 venerable j but till this moment I never knew 
44 that they were gen ted." 4C Extremely fov 
M with fome complexions,, faid my wife ; but it 
" does not fuit with mine,, and I never ufe it-" 

44 You 



ii 4 T H E X W O R L D. N° 18. 

c< You arc much in the right, my dear, replied 
" I, not to play with edge-tools. Leave it to 
" the girl." This, which perhaps was too 
haftily (aid, and Teemed to be a fecond part of 
the Svfigambis, was not kindly taken ; my wife 
was lilent all dinner time, and I vainly hoped, 
afhamed. My daughter, drunk with drefs ^nd 
fixteen, kept up the converfation with herfelf, till 
the longrwifhed-for moment of the opera came, 
which feparated us, and left me time to reflect 
upon the extravagances which I had already 
feen, and upon the (till greater which I had but 
too much reafon to dread. 

From this period to the time of our return to 
England, every day produced fome new and Alin- 
ing folly, and fome improper expense. Would 
to God that they had ended as they began, with 
our journey ! but unfortunately we have imported 
them all. I no longer underftand, or am under- 
ftood, in my family. 1 hear of nothing but le bon ton* 
A French valet de chambre, who I am told is an 
excellent fervant and fit for every thing, is 
brought over to .curl my wife's and my daughter's 
hair, to mount a deffert^ as they call it, and oc- 
cafionally to announce vlftts. A very flatternly* 
dirty, but at the fame time a very genteel French 
maid, is appropriated to the ufe ofmy daughter. 
My meat too is as much difguifed in the dreffing 
by a French cook, as my wife and my daughter 
are by their red, their pompons, their fcraps of 
dirty gauze, fiimfy fattins, and black callicoes ; 
not to mention their affedted broken Englifh, and 
mangled French, which jumbled together com- 
pofe their prefent language. My French and 
Englifh fervants quarrel daily, and fight, for want 
of words to abufe one another. My wife is be- 
come 
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come ridiculous by being tranflated into French, 
and the verfion of my daughter will, I dare fay, 
hinder many a worthy Englifh gentleman from 
attempting to read her. My expence (and con- 
fequently my debt) increafes ; and I am made 
more unhappy by follies, than moft other people 
are by crimes. 

Should you think fit to publifli this my cafe, 
together with fome obfervations of your own 
upon it, I hope it may prove a ufeful Pharos, to 
deter private Englifh families from theooafts of 
France. I am, Sir, 

Tour vtry humble fervant, 

R. D. 

My correfpondent has faid enough to caution 
Englifh gentlemen againft carrying their wives 
and daughters to Paris ; but 1 (hall add a few 
words of my own, to difluade the ladies them- 
felves from any inclination to fuch a vagary. In 
the firft place, I affure them that of all French 
ragouts there is none to which an Englifliman 
has fo little appetite as an Englifh lady ferved up 
to him a la Fratifoife. Next I beg leave to in- 
form them, that the French tafte in beauty is fo 
different from ours, that a prety Englifh woman 
at Paris, inftead of meeting witn that admiration 
which her vanity hopes for, is confidered only as 
a handfome corpfe ; and if, to put a little life in- 
to her, fome of her companionate friends there 
fhould perfuade her to lay on a great deal of 
rouge, in Englifh called paint, fhe muft continue 
to wear it to extreme old age ; unlefs fhe prefers 
a fpot of real yellow (the certain confequence of 
paint) to an artificial one of red. And laftly, I 

propofe 
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propofe it to their confideration, whether the de- 
licacy of an Englifh lady's mind may not partake 
of the nature of fome high-flavoured wines, 
which will not admit of being carried abroad, 
though, under right management, they are ad- 
mirable at home. 

Numb. 19. Thursd-ay, May 10, 175^ 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

TH E prefent age is over-run wbh romances, 
and yet fo itrong does' the appetite 'for 
them continue, that, as Otway fays on a left 
delicate occafion, 

— — tuery rank fool goes down. 

I am not furprized that any fketch of human 
nature, howfoever imperfeit, fhould attraft the 
attention of the generality of readers. We are 
eafily delighted with pidhires of ourfelves, and are 
fometimes apt to fancy a ftrong likenefs where 
there is not even the leaft refemblance. Thofe 
great mafters of every movement of the human 
mind, Homer and Shakefpear, knew well this 
propenfity of our difpofitions. The latter, from 
the nature of his writings, had more frequent op- 
portunities of opening the moft minute avenues 
of the heart. The former, though his province 
^was more confined, has let no occafion pafs of 
exerting this affe&ing talent. He has not only 

contrafted 
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contrafted a vaft variety of chara&ers, and given 
all the paflions their full play* but even in the 
ftiller parts of his work, the hmilies and defcrip- 
tions, every thing is full of human life. It is the 
Carian woman who ftains the ivory 5 if a tor- 
rent defcends from the mountains, fome cottager 
trembles at the found of it ; and the fine broken 
landfkip of rocks and woods by moon-light, has. 
a fhepherd to gaze at and admire it. 

But it is not with fuch painters as thefe that 
I am at preferit concerned. They drew, really, 
from nature; and ages have felt and applauded 
the truth of their defigns. Whereas our modern 
artifts (if we may guefs from the motley repres- 
entations they give us of our fpecies) are fo far 
from having itudied the natures of other people, 
that they feldom feem to have the leaft ac- 
quaintance with themfelves. 

The Writers of heroic romance, qr the lovers 
of Philodoxus and Urania, profefledly foar above 
nature. They introduce into their defcriptions 
trees, water, air, &c. like common mortals ; but 
then all tjieir rivers are clearer than cryftal, and 
every breeze is impregnated with the fpices of 
Arabia. The manners of their perfonages feem 
full as extraordinary to our grofs ideas. We ale 
"apt to fufpecT. the virtue of two young people who 
are rapturoufly in love with eacn other, and who 
travel whole years in one another's company ; 
though we are exprefsly told, that at the clofeof 
every evening, when tney retire to reft, the hero 
leans his head againft a knotted oak, whilft the 
heroine feeks the friendly fhelter of a diftant myr- 
tle. This, I fay, feems to us a little unnatural ; 
however, it is not of dangerous example. There 

caa 
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can no harm follow if unexperienced perfons 
fhould endeavour to imitate what may be thought 
inimitable. Should our virgins arrive but half 
way towards the chaftity of a Parthenia, it will 
be fomething gained ; and we, who have had 
learned educations, know the power of early pre- 
judices ; fame of us having emulated the public 
ipirit, and other obfolete virtues of the old Gre- 
cians and Romans to the age of fifteen or fix teen, 
fome of us later, even to twenty or one-and- 
twenty. 

But peace be to the manes of fuch authors. 
They have lone enjoyed that elyfiunl which they 
fo frequently defcribed on earth* The prefent 
race of romance-writers, run univerfally into a 
different extreme. They fpend the little art 
they are matters of in weaving into intricacies 
the more familiar and more comical adventures 
6f a Jack Slap, or a Betty Sallet. Thefe, though 
they endeavour to copy after a very great origi- 
nal, I chufe to call our writers btlow nature j be* 
caufe very few of them have as yet found out their 
matter's peculiar art of writing upon lo^ fubjefts 
without writing in a low manner. Romances, 
judicioufly conduced, are a very pleafing way of 
Conveying inftruftion to all parts of life. But to 
dwell eternally upon orphan-beggars, and ferv- 
tng-men of low degree^ is certainly what I have 
called it, writing Mow nature 5 and is fo for from 
conveying inftru&ion, that it does not even af- 
ford amufement. 

The writers below nature have one advantage 

m common with the writers above it, that the 

originals they would feem to draw from are no 

Where to be found. The heroes and heroines, of 

S the 
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the former are undoubtedly children of the ima- 
gination ; and thofe of the latter, if they are not 
all of them incapable of reading their own adven- 
tures, are at leaft unable to inform us by writing 
whether the reprefentations . of them are juft, 
and whether people in their ftation did ever think 
or aft in the manner they are defcribed to have 
done. Yet the authors, even in this particular, 
are not quite fo fecure as they imagine; for 
when, towards the end of the third or fourth vo- 
lume, the He or She of the piece (as is ufually th/B 
cuftom) emerges into what they call genteel life, 
the whole cheat is frequently difcovered. From 
feeing their total ignorance of what they are then 
defcnbing, we on good grounds conclude that 
they were equally unacquainted with the inferior 
parts of life, though we are not able to detect the 
falfliood. Bath, one fhould imagine, the eafieft 
place in the world to get a thorough knowledge 
of: and yet I have obferved in books of this 
kind, feveral reprefentations of it fo exceffively 
erroneous, that they not only (hewed the authors 
to be entirely ignorant of the manners of living 
there, but of the geography of the town. 

But it is not the ignorance of thefe writers 
which I would principally complain of; though 
of that, as a cenfor, you ought to take notice, 
and fhould allure our young men and young wo- 
men that they may read fifty volumes of this fort 
of trafh, and yet, according to the phrafe which 
is perpetually in their, mouths, know nothing of 
life. The thing I chiefly find fault with is their 
extreme indecency. ' There are certain vices 
which the vulgar call fun, and the people of 
falhion gallantry j but the middle jank, and thofe 

of 
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of the gentry who continue to go to church, ftill 
ftigmatize them by the opprobrious names of 
fornication and adultery. Thefe are confeffed 
to be in fome meafure detrimental to foctety, 
even by thofe who pradife them moft ; at leafty 
they are allowed to be fo in all but themfelves. 
This being the cafe, why fhould our novel-writers 
take fo much pains to fpread thefe enormities ? 
It is not enough to fay in excufe that they write, 
nonfenfe 'upon thefe fubje&s as well as others ; 
for nonfenfe itfelf is dangerous here. The moft. 
abfurd ballads in the ftreets, without the leaft 
glimmering of meaning, recommend themfelves 
every day both to the great and fmall vulgar only 
by obfcene expreflions. Here therefore, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, you fhould interpofe your authority, and 
forbid your readers (whom I will fuppofe to be 
all perions who can read) even to attempt to open. 

S novel, or romance, unlicenfed by you ; un- 
it fhouM happen to be ftamped Richard- 
son or Fielding. 

Your power fhould extend likewife to that 
inundation of obfcenity which is daily pouring in 
from France ; and which has too frequently the. 
wit and humour of a Crebillon to fupport it. 
The gentlemen, who never read any thing elfe, 
will I know be at a lofs for amufement, and feel 
. their half-hour of morning hang rather too heavy, 
on their hands. But furely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
when they cohfider the good of their country 
(and all of them, have that at heart) they will- 
confent to meet a little fooner at the hazard-, 
table, or while away the tedious interval in fludy^ 
ing new chances upon the cards. 

If 
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If it be faid that the heroic romances, which I 
have recomir ended for their virtue, arcthemfelves 
too full of paffibnate breathings upon fome occa- 
frons, I allow the charge ; but am of opinion that 
thefe can do little more harm to the minds of 
young ladies, than certain books of devotion, 
which are put into their hands by aunts and grand- 
mothers; the writers of which, from having 
faffered the fofter paffions to mix too flxongly 
with their zeal for religion, are now generally 
known by the name of the amorous divines. 
I -am, Sir, 

Tour moji humble fervanty 
L T. 

Numb. 20. Thursday, May 17, 1753. 

fTp HOUGH the following letter tame a . 

JL little out of time for this week's publica- 
tion, yet in compliment to the fubjecT:, as well as 
in refpett to the writer, I ordered that a very ela- 
borate eflay of my own, already at the prefs, 
mould withdraw and give place to it. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

It is either an obfervation of my own, or of 
fame very wife man, whofe name I forget, That 
where true learning is, true virtue cannot 
be far off. The rigid and exemplary life which 
every individual in our learned Professions 
is fo well fcnown to lead, might be fufficient to 

Vo*.. I> F evince 
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^evince the truth of this obfervation, if I could 
content myfelf with a fingLe argument, where 
many are at hand. To defcend^ .little lower 
than the learned profeffions, why are .all parifh- 
clerks orthodox chriftians, all apothecaries com- 
municative men, or all juftices of the peace up-< 
Tight men, but as their profeiEpn> are in : fonjfi- 
degree a-kin to divinity, phytic* and. the law.? 

IF we carry our enquiries, into the city, we . 
ih^ll find thofe vocations, where moft knowledge- 
is required, to be moft productive of the cjvilitie§ , 
of life. Thus the merchant, wjio writes his let- 
ters in French, is abetter, bred man than his 
neighbour the fhopkeeper, who underftands no 
language but his own; while the fhopkeeper, 
who is able to read and write and keep his ac- 
counts in a book, is <a more civilized perfbn than 
his landlord, at the. horns, who fcores only in 
chalk. 

We (hall be more and more of this opinion . 
if we look a little info the lives and manners of 
thofe people who have no pretentions to litera? 
ture. Who drinks or fwears more than a country 
fquire ? Who (according to his own confeflipn) 
has been the ruin of fo many inpopents as a fine . 
gentleman ? Why (according to Pope) is every 
woman a rake in her heart, or why (according 
to truth) is almoft every woman of fafhion a rake 
in practice, but from the deplorable misfortune 
of an unlearned education ? 

But the laft and beft argument to prove that 
learning and virtue are c^ufe and effeA rer . 
mains ft ill to be produced. And hsre let me afk 
if, from the beginning of time, to this ; prefent 
May one thqufand feyen hundred. wwJ.firty-three, . 
i U 
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it" has been once known that an author was an 
immoral man ? On the contrary, is it not uni- . 
verfally allowed that" he is the moft virtuous of 
mankind ? To deny that he is the moft learned, 
would be a greater degree of abfurdity t&an J ca» i 
conceive afiy perfon to be guilty' of; I fHall 
therefore confine myfelf to his virtues. What" 
the apoftle fays of charity, may as truly be 
faid of ari author ; He fuffereth' long, and is 
kind , be beareth all things \ bopeth all things $ en* 
dureth ail things. How ignorant is he of the ways 
of men ! How ready to' give praife even to tne 
lcaft deferving ! How diffarit from that fource of , 
evil, money ! Hoiv humble' in - his apparel! 
How moderate iri his pleafures ! And above all, 1 
how abfterrtioUs in diet, arid ' how temperate in 
wine ! It is to the focial virtues of, an author 
that the prefeht age is indebted for a paper called 
the World, which it is not doubted will da" 
mfcre good to thdfe nations, than all the volumes^ . 
except the facred ones, which' have hitherto been 
writtehl ' 

I am not hinting to' you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
learning is at preferit in a declining ftate, and 
that confequeritly there is lefs virtue among us 
than in former / times ; on ' the contrary, when 
v^ere there - m<$r£ authors than " at prefent ? I 
challenge any age to produce half the number. 
From hence it* appears that learning" is in ; 
3 very flouriflilng* condition: for "though the 
great have thbtighrT proper ' long ago to with- 
draw their pattdfiagie'frdm'it,' it has pleafed Hea- 
vtiV to raife' up very, able and zealous perfons, 
who are applying all their time 1 and pains to the 
advahtemeftt orit, arid* to whbrh its "profeflbrs 
F 2 may 



124 THE WOHfc N ft ia 

may have weekly accefs, and be aflured of encou- 
ragement and reward in proportion to their me- 
rits. Your readers will be, no doubt, before- 
hand with me in naming thefe patrons of 
learning, who, it is very well known, are 
the honourable and worfliipful the fraternity of 

BOOKSELLERS. 

But though I have the greateft veneration for 
thefe gentlemen, I cannot help being of opinion, 
that if the old patrons, the great, were to unite 
their endeavours with the new patrons, the 
booksellers, it might accelerate the progreft 
of virtue through this ifland. Every body 
knows the effeft which a fmile, a nod, a make of 
the hand, or even a promife from a great man, 
has upon the inventive faculties of an author. 
In all probability he would fit with more ferenity, 
and loll with more grace in a nobleman's cha- 
riot than in his bookseller's eafy chair ; not 
to mention that three courfes by a French cooK f 
adeffert, and a bottle of champaigne, are more 
apt to exhilarate the fpirits than one or two plain 
Englifh difhes and profaic port. Provided (as in- 
deed it ought always to be provided) that the fer- 
vants of his noble patron will condefcend to hear 
Mm now-and-then, when he happens to be in 
want of any thing that is in the province of the 
fideboard. * 

Who is there among us fo ignorant as not to 
know, that the two favourite amufements of gam- 
ing and adultery would never have found fuch 
universal admimon, if they had not been honour- 
ed with the patronage of people of fafhion ? The 
numbers of dreft-up monkies and dancing-dogs, 
which have lately contributed fo much to our 

public 
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public entertainments, are another proof of whrf 
people of fafhion may bring about, if they deter- 
mine to be active. But as a certain great perfon- 
age, well known in the polite world, was pleaf- 
ed of old time to obferve of Job (though the ac- 
cufation was a falfe one) That he did not ferve God 
for nought ; fo may it be fuggefted that the great 
of this generation will expedt to be paid either iia 
pleafure or profit for their fervices to mankind. 
It is fhrewdly fufpecled of the booksellers, that 
they have fome intcrefted views in their en- 
couragement of learning $ and it is my own 
opinion, that our nobility and people of fafhion- 
are only encouragers of vice and folly, as they 
happen to be paid for it in pleafure : My defign 
therefore in this letter is to convince the feid 
people of fafhion, that they are lofing a great 
deal of pleafure by fhutting their doors againft 
men of learning. 

In the article of eating, for inftance (that 
noble pleafure ! ) who is there fo proper to advifc 
with as one who is acquainted with the kitchens 
of an Apicius or an Heliogabalus ?" For though I 
have a very high opinion of our prefent tafte, I 
cannot help thinking that the ancients were our 
mafters in expenfive dinners.. Their cooks had 
an art amongft them, which I do not fihd that any 
of ours are arrived at. Trimalehus's cook could 
make a turbut or an ortolan out of hog's flcfh. 
Nicomedes, king of Bithynia, when he was three 
hundred miles from fea, longed for a John-dory, 
and was fupplied with a frefh one by his cook the 
fame hour. I dare fay there are men learned 
enough in this kingdom, under proper encou- 
lagement, to reftore to us this invaluable fccret. 
F 3 In 
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In building and furniture, a man of learning 
might inltrucl our nobility in the Roman art of 
cxpcnce. Marcus j*Emilius Scaurus, the coat- 
'merchant, had eight hundred thoufand pounds 
"worth. of furniture burnt in the left wing of his 
Jcountry houfe. In the article of running in debt, 
,we are people of no fpirit ; a man of learning 
will tell us that Milo, a Roman of fafhion, owed 
to his tradesmen and others half a million of 
>noney. 

The ladies will have equal benefit with the 

fnen from their encouragement of learning. 
t will be told them, that Lollia Paulina* a young 
lady of diftin&ion at Rome, wore at a fubferip.- 
tion mafquerade four hundred thoufand pounds 
jwortji of jewels. It is faid of the fame young 
jaay, that fhe wore jewels to half that amount, rf 
/he went only in her nightgown to drink tea at 
her mantuamaker's. Thofe ladies of fafhion 
who have the cleared (kins, and who ? of courfe 
arc enemies to concealment, majr be inftru&ed 
by men of learning in the thin filk gauze worn 
ty the ladies of Rome* ca9ed the najced drapery. 
Poppaea, the wife of Nero* who was fond of ap r 
j>earing in this nalced drapery, preferved the heau r 
tiful polifh of her fkin by ufing a warm bath of 
afles milk. In fliort, a man of learning, if pro^ 
perly encouraged, might inflxu& our people of 
iauSion in all the pleafur^s pf luxury, which at 
prefent they are only imitating, without ability 
to equal. 

J have the pleafure of hearing that the gen- 
tlemen at White's are at this very time laying 
their heads tpgether for the advancement of 
learning; arid, that tjiey axe Ukely to fit very 
A - ■ - ■ Ukq 
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late upon it for many nights. Their fcheme, 
which is a very deep* one, is to alienate their 
cftates 3 by which alienation it- is prefumed that 
the next generation of people of fafliion will of 
TiecefTity be tradefnteh j and as the bufinefs of a 
bookseller is fuppofed to be of a gentceler 
and more lucrative "nature than that of a habere 
darner or a paftry-'Cook, it is imagined that the 
tnoft honourable families will become book- 
sellers, and, of courfe, patrons of learn- 
ing. 

I know but one objection to this fcheftw, 
which is, that the children of people of fafhfon 
are apt to contract fo early an averfion to books, 
that they will hardly be prevailed Upon* ^even by 
neccfiity itfetf, to make them the -buflnefe of tHeir 
lives. I am, 

Si r, 
Vtilr nadir and niofl 

bumble fervant) 

n. m. 

Numb, 21; T»ultst>AV, May 24, 1753. 

IS H A L L only obferve upon the following 
letters, that the firft relates chkffly to ttiyfelf, 
that the fecond had a very ferious meaning, and 
that the third COntaim a hint to the ladies, which 
I hope will -n#t be &row* tfrpay «oh them. 

F 4 To 
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To Mr. FitztAdajml 

Sir, 

As it is pofllble I may one time or other be au 
correfpondent of yours, and may now-and-then 
perhaps have a ftrong impulfe to pay you a comr 
plimenty I am willing to know how far I may 
go without giving offence ; and whether,, by the 
advertifement at the end of your firft number,, 
you mean to exclude all allufions to the exprefr 
lion, the world, even though the turn of them 
ihould be fuch,- as would be rather treating you 
with civility than otherwife ! As for inftaiice ; 

Wh£N a man is juft upon the point of comr 
mitting a vicious a&ion, may he check himfelf 
by this thought, " What will the world fay 
44 of me ?" May a man be threatened that if he 
does fuch a thing 44 The world ihall know it .^* 
May it be faid r 44 That the world, efteems a. 
44 man of merit ?" In fhort, may the praife and ; 
cenfure of the world be made ufe of without 
«ifonce, as arguments to promote virtue, and x gg ' 
iirain vice ? ' -"* 

- I am entirely unacquainted with your filia- 
tion in life $ but if you are a married man, I take 
the liberty to give you. one piece of advice. 
There are certain places of public entertainment, 
which, though, they may chance to. be tolerated 
by law, it were to be wifhed, for prudential rea- 
ibns, were more difcouraged, and lefs frequented;. 
Example,, Mr. Fitz-Adam, is very, prevalent $.. 
and the advice I would give you is, _ that when- 
ever you think proper to go to any fuch places.; 
w your own amufement, you would leave your. 

iad]& 
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lady at home; for there is nothing gives greater 
encouragement than to have it faid, " There was 

" all THE. WORLD AND HIS WIFE j" from 

whence it is concluded that all THE world and- 
his wife will be there again the next time. 
* I am, Sir, 

Your admirer and humble fervant. 

COSMOPHILOS.- 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I could wife with all my heart that you and 
I were a little acquainted, that I might invite N 
you to come and take a Sunday's dinner with 
me. I name Sunday, becaufe I want you to be 
witnefs of an evil on that day, which poflibfy,., 
by a conftant and fober refidence in town, you 
may not be acquainted with. 

IT is my misfortune- to live in, what is' called* 
a pleafant village upon one of' the great roads', 
within feven miles of London, where I am alrhoft 
fuffocated with duft every Sunday in the fummer, 
occafioned by thofe crowds of prentice boys who > 
are whipping their- hired hacks to death, or driv- 
ing their crazy one-horfe chairs againft each 
other, to the great difmay of women with child, 
and the mortal havock of young children.' It is ■: 
a plain cafe that neither the fathers nor matters? 
of thefe young men have any • authority over" 
them ; if* they had, we fhould find them in their 
compting-houfes, according to the cuftom of fc— 
ber citizens on that dajr, pofting their books, and 
balancing the accounts of the former week. . But 
in my humble opinion, even this is a cuftom bet- 
ter broke through than continued; for though- 
induftfy is a.Ycry valuable quality, and is com-- 
F 5 monlyy 
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xnonly the meajis of makings what is railed in 
the city, a pood man of a very knavilh one, 
it may oe puflied too far - r as it moft certainly is, 
when it defeats the end and inteqtion of Sunday*, 
which was ordained and inftituied foj: a day of 
reft.' 

I tan juft remember, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
before chnftianjty was entirely reafoned out of 
tliefe kingdoms^ it was a mighty cuftbm for 
young folks to go to church on that day; andr 
indeed I fhould have thought there was no man- 
ner of harm in it, if it had not been plainly 
proved r as well by people of fafliion as o^hers^ 
that going to church was the nioft tirefomcthing 
in the world ; and that confequently it was no-?- 
torioufly perverting a dav let apart folely for 
reft. 

But. while almoft every one, in Speculation, ia- 
averfe to labour on a Sunday, how ftrange is it- 
to fee a lethargic citizen drudging at his books, a 
decrepid old country couple fajigujng themfelves 
to death by walking to church, and their children, 
and grand-children venturing their necks and ha- 
xaflirig their bodies, by running races upon the" 
road ! I am for the ftri& obfervance of all infti- 
tutions ; and as, we have happily got rid of the - 
religious, prejudices of our forefatbeirsy Lknow 
but one way of keeping Sunday as it ought to 
be kept ; but unlefs what I have to propofe be 
backed by your cenforial authority, I fee no pro- 
bability of its .taking eftecT: : I could wjfh there- 
fore that you would earneftly recommend tatyoth 
{exes, of every rank and condition^ tlje lying u\ 
\f&A all that df y. Thjs will indeed be making.^ 
% day of reft, provided that all fingle geriJjns be 
* * dire&ei 
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dire&ed to life ilonej and thatpfcrmiffion be given 
to thofe who cannot ileep in their beds, to go to 
church and fleep there. If this can be brought 
about, our churches may ftill be kept open, and 
the roads cleared of tnofe noify and diffolute 
young fellows* Who finding in themfelves no in- 
clination to" lie ftiilj art difturbing the reft of all 
other people. 

Your takifig this matter into confideration 
will oblige all fober obfervers of Sunday, and par- 
ticularly* Sir* 

Tour rhoft humble fervant, 

John Softly. 

Td Mr. tfltz-A&AM. 

Sir, 

It. is an- old faying, but a true one, that a good 
hufband commonly makes a good wife. If it 
Was as true, that a good wife commonly made a 
good hufbfrrtd, I am inclined to think that Hy-»- 
men would wear a much brighter countenance 
among u$ tfcart we generally fee him with. 

Im aft families, where I have been an irki- 
ma*e, I have takeri particular notice of every oc- 
eusnteftc* tfcaf has* tfendetf to tlfe difturbattcc of 
the matrimonial Irartq-mllity ; and upon tracing 
tfeofe occurrence* to their fource, I have com- 
monly: dSfcowMd that thte fault was princfpaHy in 
the hufbartd. 

I HAVE riow^ in my pofleflion a calculation of 
Bemoivre, made a few years ago, with great la- 
bour and accuracy, which* proves that the good 
wive^ within the weekly bilk, have a majority 
ugeA th« goo* htrfbands of three to Cue 5 Mid r 
F 6, am 
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am humblyv-af opinion, that if the calculation 
was to. he extended to the towns and. counties 
remote from London,, we {hauld find the' majo-> 
lity at lead five times as great. But* to thofo 
hufbands who have never thought of fuch a cal-*- 
culacion, and who have little, or no acquaintance 
with their wives, a majority of three to one may» 
be as much as they will care to fwallow ; efpecir- 
ally if it be coniidered how raany r fine Ladies* 
there are at St. James's,, how many notable- 
wives in the city, and how many lanixladie& 
at Wapping ; all of, which, as a friend of mine . 
very juftly obferves,.are exactly the. feme cha-~ 
ra&er. 

But though I am convinced oPthc-truth off 
this calculation, t am not fo partial to the ladies, 4 
particularly the unmarried ones, as to .imagine . 
them without fault $ on the contrary, I am going - 
to accufe them of a very great one, which, jf nofie 
put a flop to before the warm weather comes inj fc 
no mortal can tell to what lengths it may be car- 
ried. You have already hinted at. this fault in' 
the fex, . under the genteel, appellation of moult-- 
ing, their drefs, I£ necks, moulders, &cv have 
begun to fhed their covering in winter, what a? 

? general, difplay of nature are we to expeel: thist 
ummer, when the excufe of heat may be al«^ 
ledged in favour of fuch a difplay ? I called fome* 
time ago upon a friend of mine near St. James's, . 
who, upon my afking where his filter was, told; 
me, " At her toilette, undressinc for the ri- 
" dotto." That theexpreffionmay he intelligible 
to every one of your readers, I beg leave to in- 
form them, that it is the fafhion for* a lady tar 
undress herfelf to go abroad, and to press, 

only. 
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only when fhe ftays at home and fees no com- 
pany.. 

It may be urged, perhaps, that the nakednefs^ 
infafhion is intended only to be emblematical of 
the innocence of the prefent generation of young: 
ladies ; as we read of our.-firft mother*, before the 
fall, that^ was naked and not ajhamed'\ but I 
cannot help thinking that* her daughters of thefe 
times fliould convince us that they are entirely 
free from original fin, as well as a&ual tranfgre£ 
fion, or elfe be ajhamed of their nakedness. 

I would afk any pretty mifs- about town,^if 
fhe ever went a. fecond time to fee the wax- 
work,, or the lions, or even the dogs^ and the 
monkiesj with. the fame delight as at firft ? Cer* 
tain it is, that the ftneft fhow in the world excites . 
but little curiofity in thofe who have feen it be- 
fore. " That was a, very fine pi&ure, (ays my 
" lord, but I. had feen it before: 9 ' " Twaaa 
44 fweet fong of the Galli's, fays my lady, but I! 
44 had heard it before" " A very fine poem; 
44 fays the critic, but I, had read it before" Let 
every, lady therefore take care ; that while (he 
is difplaying in public a bofom whiter than fnow* , 
the men do not look as if they were faying^, 
44 J Tis very pretty, but we have feen it before" 

I, am, Sir, ; 

Tour tnofi bumble fervantj . 



Num* . 
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Numb. 22. THVRSDAY y May 31, 1753. 

Eton School, May 12* 1753. 

——NMpeJfimferre, ^mrites^ 
Grmcam urbem* ■ ■■■ Juvin- 

Sir, 

YOU wiH be furprized, perhaps, at my pre- 
fumption in fuppofing that yon will pajr 
any regard to the production of a puerile pen> or 
that out of the mouth of babes and fuckBngs the 
public will deign to receive either raftru&ion or 
amufeiaent ; but however that may be, I csuinot 
fotbear acknowledging the oblivions I owe 
you, if it be only to convince you, that gratitude- 
is ftill a fchool-boy's virtue. You mini know 
then that, ever fince you made your fkft appear* 
ance, I have eonftantly appropriated the ftim of' 
two-pence, out of my flerider allowance of a fbil* 
ling a week, for the purchafe of your pager $> and 1 , 
have often > while my £chool-feUows> wese hatp*- 
ingon the odd thread-bare fubj*6rs a£ Greece 
and Rome, enriched my exercife from your trea— 
fure with fome lively-. ft jcokes on modern man- 
ners ; but never fo much to my honour as laft. 
week, when the fcrap* of Juvenal prefixed to this 
letter was our theme. The general topic was 
declaiming againft that old-fafhioned pedantic 
language called Greek, which you may imagine 
was the moft popular turn that could be given to 
ffcer fiuljjecl here y but for my part, I chofe to con*. 

fider. 
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fider ratter the fpirit thagr< the letter of my ano- 
ther, arid to turn my fatire againft France, the* 
Greece of our days j in which view I had an op- 
portunity of introducing the description of th$- 
tour of raris, wfrich is touched with fucb aft in- 
imitable fpirit pf Ridicule by your laft week's cor* 
jpcfpon4ent. Standard wit,, like ftand^rd. gald r 
will bear a great deal of alloy without being to* 
tally debafed ; and the proof of it is, tfcaj noN 
withftanding the difadvantage of appearing under' 
the difguife of my Latin poetry, the. tour tp Pari* 
went for the play. This expreflion, fir, will be 
jargon to the town in general j hut thofe of your 
readers who have been educated here will know 
that it means the higheft mark of diftinclioa that 
an Eton boy is capable of receiving j when a 
whole holiday is granted to the (chool in confide-r 
ration of the merit of that copy of verfes/ which is- 
judged the beft, and to which the panegyric that 
Horace beftows on poetry in general,, when h*- 
ftiles it lafarum duke lenimen r >$ peculiarly applw - 
cable. Imagine what exultation- pf mW the 
young hero of fuch a day muft feel ; the confci-* 
ous benefactor of all hi& little fellow-citizens* 
who {hare with gratitude the. hapgineis derived t^ 
him from, the- fuccefs. of his talents. \ The ve.rfe$ 
top are ready tranfcFibed, repeated ; the homage 
of admiration and of envy is paid him, and the 
fwft emotions of youthful vanity and ambition arc 
fully gratified. In ftiort, not Herodotus^ reciting : 
that exercife of imagination which, we call bi$. 
l^iilfory^ whilft all Qcee.ce, affernbled in the pfayr 
Hlg-jiddf at El^St on tjie whole holiday- of th$ 
Olympic gajaes^, lifte^ed wijth: fifcot appljaufe* 
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no, nor (to illuftrate my idea by a ftili fublimer 
image) the great duke of Marlborough himfelf,. 
on the thankfgiving day for Blenheim, could tafte 
a purer and more exalted rapture. 

Forgive this fally, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and lef 
me join with your witty correfpondeflt in lament- 
ing the deficiency of our laws, which do not ex- 
tend to the prevention of the evil-he expofesj. 
though I cannot concur in thinking that ridicule 
will on this occafion fupply the place of whole- 
feme regulations.. 

Whether the remedy I am going to propoft 
will be efFeftual for this purpofe, I will not pre- 
tend to determine ; but! confefs it appears, to 
me at leaft, fo obvious, that I am amazed it ne- 
ver occurred to any one before. Give me leave 
to make one or two previous obfervations, and I. 
will keep you no longer in fufpenee. . 

1 have often hear4 it remarked, that a great 
fchool is a miniature of the great world, and that, 
men are nothing etfe but children of a larger fize; > 
If this be true, which every day's experience 
feems to juftify, can there be any danger of falla-? 
cy in arguing, that the fame engines of govern- 
ment which ferve to eftablifh order in a fchool, , 
may be transferred for fimilar purpofes, with great . 
probability of fuccefs, to the ufe of the ftate ? 
Now I appeal to common fenfe, whether ram^ 
Ming abroad, and running out of bounds, are not*, 
exactly the fame offences; only that the one is. 
committed by the great children, the other by the 
little ones 3 and if the difcipline of birch is found 
effe&uai to reftrain it in the latter, why fhould - 
not the experiment be tried at leaft with the for-* 

rner.?: 
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mer ? The rod, Mr. Fitz-Adam, the rod is the 
thing, which, if well adminiftred* would ferve tt> 
deter many a man-child; frond expofing himfelf as. 
a rambler, whofe callous fenfations the lafh of 
ridicule could make no impreffion upon. In re- 
commending this, I am forry to fay I have the 
authority of experience to lupport me, having 
had the misfortune to feel, in my own proper 
perfon r how efficacious the fmart of a little fla- 
gellation is to correct an inordinate paffion for 
travelling : for the rage of travel, fir, prevails in 
our little fociety as in your larger one, and has 
formerly, when; this argument a pojleriori was not 
fo frequently ufed to difcourage it, manifefted it- 
felf in perpetual exeurfiorrs to foreign parts ; fuch 
as Cluer, Datehet^ Windfor, &c. at every fhprt 
interval between fchool-times, juft as the grown 
children of fafhion run over to raris during a re- 
eefs of parliament. But the ceremony of an fn- 
ftallation was. equivalent taa jubilee, and»uied to 
occafion almoft a total- emigration* which I af- 
fure you. was prevented the laft time by this falu*- 
tary terror ; a terror which operates fo ftrongly^ 
that though, there is now^-and-then a clandestine- 
excurfion. made by fome daring genius, yet it is 
but feldorn, and attended with fuch trepidation 
when it happens,, as to juftify the picture which 
the fweetefl of our elegiac poets has drawn of 



us; 



Still, as they run they look behind^, 
They hear a voice in every windy, 
And Jhatcb a. fearful: joy, 



En 
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It may poflibly be objected, that our men- 
children are too big to be whipt like fchool-boys ; 
but if the defcription be juil, which I heard a 
gentleman at my father's give laft holidays of our 
countrymen abroad, I leave you to judge whe- 
ther they would or not. " Strolling over Eu- 
<4 rope (thefe were his words) and ftaring about 
44 with a ftrangc mixture of raw admiration and 
44 rude contempt; both equally the effect of ig- 
44 jiorance and inexperience. Infolently defpifing 
44 foreign manners and cuftoms, merely becaufe 
44 they are foreign, which yet for the fame rea*- 
44 fon they would fain copy, though aukwardltr 
44 and without diftin&ion. Untiriflured witn 
44 any found principles of comparifon.; unrea- 
44 fonably vain, and, by turns, afhamed of their 
44 native country; trifling, iheepifh, and riotous*!* 
What are thefe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, but fchool-bor* 
out of bounds ? And (hall they not be whipt, fe- 
verely whipt, when they return f It is beneath the 
dignity of government to inflicY a more feriau* 
punifhment, and contrary to its wifdom to cort* 
nive at the offence. 

. There is a bill, I am told, depending in par* 
liament, the idea of which, if I rim rightly in* 
formed, is plainly borrowed from our cuftom of 
calling abfence ; that is, calling over, the lift of 
names, to which each boy is expected to appear 
and anfwer ; I mean the regifter bill, which it 
feems eftablifhes an abfence to be called annually 
throughout the kingdom : an admirable inftitu- 
tion, calculated, I fuppofe, as among us, for the 
detection of thefe very offenders. Let thofe pa- 
triots then, who have condefcended to copy one 

inftitution 
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inftitution of fchool -policy, adopt the whole 
plan ; for finely to dcte& without punifhing, 
would be flopping fhort of the mark. Suppofe 
-then that a bill was to be prepared, intituled An 
aft againjl ramblingy which may be confidered 
as a proper fupplement to the vagrant a<Sl j by 
which a board fhould be conftituted, and calletl 
the home board \ the prefident and principal mem- 
bers of which are to be chofen out of the lauda-, 
ble fociety of Anti-Gallicans \ to whom the pro- 
per officers appointed to call abfence^ purfuant to 
the regifter acl, {hall tranfmit annually complete 
lifts of abfentees in foreign parts, who on thejr 
return home (hall be liable to be fummoned and 
examined in a fummary way before the board* 
whofe fentence fhall be final. That all going 
into foreign parts fhall not Jbe deemed rambling ; 
but that the legislature may in its wifdom define 
the offence, and fpecify certain tokenis by which 
it may be afcertained ; fuch, for inftance, a$ ife» 
bafing the purity of the EngUfla language, fry a 
vile mixture of .exotic wo/ds, idioms,, attdphrafes* 
all impertinent and \inme.aning fbriigs, grimace* 
and gefticulations.; the frequent ufe ,0/ tthe wonj 
canaille ^ and the lead contempt wantonly caft 04 
the roaft-beef of Old England. Thefe Ihould t>$ 
deemed fufiicient evidence to convict an extender 
againft this ftatute, who flaall be immediately 
brought to condign puni(hment, which is to bi 
^7 fogellation after the manner of the fchools: 
for which purpofe a block, fafhioned like ours, 
may be erected on the parade, and an additional 
jfalary given to the uflier of the black rod, to pro,-* 
vide a iiiificient ftore of birch, and able-bodied 

depu-- 
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Sir, 
To gratify the -curiofity-of a country friend^ I 
accdmpaafea him a few weeks ago tb Bedlam ; 
a place which I'ffiould not other wife have vifit- 
ed, as the diflfcfles of my fellow-creatures affeift 
me too much to incline- mfc to-be' a fpeftator of 
them. I was extremely moved at the variety of 
wretchfts, who appeared eirtier Allien or outrage- 
ous, melancholy or chearful, according to 1 their 
different difpofitkms ; aftd w-ho feeme&to retain,- 
though inconfiftently, the fame paflions and af- 
fecHonsj as when in pofieffion" of their "refifbn". In 
one cell fat a wretch upon his ftraw, looking 
fiedfaftly upon the ground in fitent defpaifr* Irf 
another the fpirit of ambition flaftied from the 
eyes of an emperor j who ftfutted- the happy' lord : 
of the creation; Here* a fearful mifer, having in ' 
fancy converted his rags to gold, fat counting oufc : 
his wealth, arid trembling- at all who faw himv 
There the prodigals was hurrying up and- down' 1 
his ward, and giving fortunes to thoufartds. On' : 
one fide a ftraw^crowned king- wis dsHverihg" 
laws to his people, and on the other a huiband^ • 
mad indeed^ was dictating to a wife that had*un^ • 
done him. Sudderrfits' of raving interrupted tfo' 
folemn wiilk*of themerancholy mufician^ arkl^ 
fettled defpair fat upon the pallid countenance ^of 
the love-fick maid; 

To thofe who have fueling minds* there' is nfc^ 
riling fo affecting; as fights like thefe j nbr^cariia * 
better leffon be taught us in any part of th6 glob* L 
than in this fchool of mifery. Here we may-fefe- 1 

the 



N* 23; T HvE W R L D. 1 r^j 

the mighty reafbners of the earth, below wen the: 
infects that crawl upon it 5 and from-fo humbling 
a fight we may learn to moderate our pride, and : - 
to keep thofe paflions within bounds, which if too" 
much indulged, -would drive reafon from her feat, 
and level us with the -wretches of this unhappy* 
manfion. But I am .forry to fay it,xurioffly anp 1 
wantonnefe, more- than a defire of inftruftioh,. 
carry the majority of fpec~lators to this difmal - 
place. It was in theEaftervvveek- that* I* at- 
tended my friend there ; when, to my great fur- 
prize, I found a hundred people at leaft 1 , who, 
having paid their two-pence a-^piece, were fufrer- 
ed unattended to run rioting up and- dov/n ■ the 
wards, making fport and 'diversion • of the refe- 
rable inhabitants; a cruelty which one would 
think human nature hardly capable of! Surely 
if the utmoft mifery of mankind is to be made a 
fight of for gain, thofe who are the governors of 
this hofpital fhould take care that proper perfons 
aFe appointed to attend the fpectators; and not 
fuffer indecencies to be committed, which would 
fhock'the humanity of the favage Indians. I faw 
fome of the poor wretches provoked by the in- 
fill ts of this holiday mob into furies of rage ; and 
I faw the poorer wretches, the fpectators, in a 
loud laugh -of* triumph 4 at *the ravings they had 
©ccafioned. 

In a country where chriftfanity is, at leafr, 
ppofefled, it is ftrange that humanity mould, in 
this inftance, fo totally have abandoned us: for 
however trifling this may appear to fome parti- 
cular perfons, I cannot nelp looking upon it as a 
reflection. upon the nation, and worthy the con- 
iideration of allgoocLmcn. I know it is a hard 

talk 
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: tafk to alter the wanton difpofitions of mankind { 
but it is not hard for men in power to hinder 
"people from venting thofe difpofitions on the un- 
happy objects in queftion, of whom every go- 
vernor is the guardian, and therefore bound to 
protect them from b cruel an outrage, which 
is not only injurious to the poor wretches them- 
selves, but is alfo an infult upon human nature. 
I hope therefore that for the future the governors 
of this noble charity will think themfelves obliged, 
in confcience and honour, to rectify an abufe 
which is fo great a difcredit to it : or if they con- 
tinue regardlefs of it, that you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
will pronounce every individual of them to be an 
accomplice in the barbarity. 

And now, fir, that I am upon the fubjecT: of 
madnefs, give me leave to hint to you an opinion 
which I have often entertained, and which my 
late vifit to Bedlam has again revived, that the 
maddeft people in this kingdom are not m, but 
out of Bedlam. I have frequently compared in 
my own mind the actions of certain peribns 
whom we daily meet with in the world, with 
thofe of the inhabitants of Bedlam, who, pro* 
perly fpeaking, may be faid to be out of it ; and 
I know of no other difference between them, 
than that the former are mad with their reafon 
about them, and the latter fo from the misfor- 
tune of having loft it. But what is extraordi- 
nary in this age, when, to its honour be it 
fpoken, charity is become fafliionable, thefe un- 
happy wretches are fuffered to run loofe about the 
town, raifing riots in public affemblies, beating 
conftables, breaking lamps, damning parfons, 
affronting modefty, difturbing families, and de- 
6 ftroyinjj 
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ftroying their own fortunes and conftitutions ; 
and all this without any provifion being made for 
them, or the leaft attempt to cure them of this 
madnefs in their blood. 

The miferable obje&s I am fpeaking of, are 
divided into two clanes ; the Men of Spirit 
about Town, and the Bucks : the Men of 
Spirit have feme glimmerings of underftand- 
ing ; the Bucks none : the former are demo- 
niacs, or people poflcffed 3 the latter are uni- 
formly and incurably mad. For the reception 
and confinement of both thefe clafTes, I would 
humbly propofe that two very fpacious buildings 
be erecfted, the- one called the hofpital for Men 
of Spirit, or demoniacs : and the other the 
hofpital for Bucks, or incurables. Of thefe 
hofpitals I would have the keepers of our Bride- 
wells appointed governors, with full powers of 
conftituting fuch deputies or fub-governors, as to 
their wifdom fhould feem meet. That after fuch 
hofpitals are built, proper officers appointed, and 
dolors, furgeons, apothecaries and mad nurfts 
provided, all young noblemen and others within 
the bills of mortality, having common fenfe, who 
fhall be found offending againft the rules of dc-?- 
cency, either in the cafes above-mentioned, or 
in others of a fimilar nature, (hall immediately 
be condu&ed to the hofpital for demoniacs, there 
to be exorcifed, phyficked, and difciplined into a 
proper ufe of their fenfes ; and that full liberty be 
granted to all perfons whatfoever to vifit, laugh 
at, and make fport of thefe demoniacs, without 
lett or moleftation from any of the keepers, ac- 
cording to the prefent cuftom of Bedlam. To 
the Buck hofpital for incurables, I would have 

Vol. L G all 
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all fuch perfons conveyed that are mad through 
folly, ignorance, or conceit j there to be (hut up 
for life, not only to be prevented from doing 
mifchief, but from expofing in their own perfons, 
the weaknefles and miferies of mankind. Thefe 
incurables, on no pretence whatfbever, to be vi- 
fited or ridiculed ; as it would be altogether as 
inhuman to infult the unhappy wretches who ne- 
ver were poffeffed of their fenfes, as it is to make 
a jeft of thofe who have unfortunately loft them. 

The building and endowing thele hofpitals I 
leave to the projectors of ways and means; con- 
tenting myfelf with having communicated a 
fcheme, whlch^ if carried into execution, will 
fecure us from thofe fwarms of madmen which 
are at prefent fo much the dread and difturbance 
of all public places. 

I am, Sir, 
Your conjiant reader ', and 
mojl humble fervant j 

P.P. 

Numb. 24. Thursday, June 14, 1753. 

I SHALL not at prefent enter into the great 
queftion between the ancients and the mo- 
rns j much lefs fhall I prefume to decide upon 
a point of that importance, which has been the 
fubjed of debate among the learned from the days 
of Horace down to ours. To make my court to 
the learned, I will lament the gradual decay of 
human nature, for thefe laft fixteen centuries ; 
but at the fame time I will do juftice to my co- 
temporaries, 
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temporaries, and give them their due fhare of 
praife, where they have either ftruck out new in- 
ventions, or improved and brought oM ones to 
perfection . Some of them I ftiall now mention. 

The moft zealous and partial advocate for the 
ancients will not, I believe, pretend to difpute 
the infinite fuperiority of the moderns in the art 
of healing; Hippocrates, Celfus, and Galen, had 
no fpecifics. They rather endeavoured to re- 
lieve than pretended to cure. As for the afto- 
nifhing cures of iEfculapius, I do not put them 
into the account : they are to be afcribed to his 
power, not to his fkili : he was a god, and his 
divinity was his nostrum. But how prodi- 
gioufly have my ingenious cotemporaries extend- 
ed the bounds of medicine ! What noftrums, 
what fpecifics have they not difcovered ! Collec- 
tively confidercd, they infure not only perfeft 
health, but, by a neceffary confequence, immor- 
tality ; infomuch that I am aftonifhed, when I 
ftill read in the weekly bilk the great number of 
people who chufe to die of fuch and fuch diftem- 
pers, for every one of which there are infallible 
.and fpecific cures, not only advertifed but attefted 
in all the news-papers. 

When the lower fort of Irifli, in the moft un- 
civilized parts of Ireland, attend the funeral of a 
deceafed friend or neighbour, before they give 
the laft parting howl, they expoftulate with the 
dead body, and reproach him with having died, 
notwithstanding that he had an excellent wife, a 
milch cow, feven fine children, and a competen- 
cy of potatoes. Now though all thefe, particu- 
larly the excellent wife, are very good things in 
a ftate of pcrfedt health, they cannot, as I appre- 
G 2 hend, 
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hcnd, be looked upon as preventive either of 
ficknefs or of death; but with how much more 
reaibn may we expoflulate with, and cenfure thofe 
of* our cotemporaries, who, either from obftrnacy 
or incredulity, die in this great metropolis, or in- 
deed in this kingdom, when they may prevent or 
cure, at a trifling expence, not only all diftem- 
pers, but even old age and death itfelf ! The re- 
novating elixir infallibly re/lores prtftine 
youth and vigour, be tie patient ever. Jo old and de- 
tayedy and that without lofs of time or bufinefsj 
whereas the fame operation among the ancients 
was both tedious and painful, as it required a 
thorough boiling of the patient. 

The moil inflammatory and intrepid fevers fly 
at the firft difcharge of Dr. James's powder j and 
a drop or pill of the celebrated Mr. Ward cor- 
rects all the malignity of Pandora's box. 

Ought not every man of great birth and 
eftate, who for many years has been afflicted 
with the pqsteromania, or rage of having po- 
fterity, a diflemper very common among perfons 
of that fort; ought he not, I fay, to be afhamed 
of having no iffue male to perpetuate his illuftri- 
ous name and title, when for fo fmall a fum as 
three-and-fix-pence, he and his lady might be 
fupplied with a fufficient quantity of the vivi- 
fying drops, which infallibly cure imbecility 
in men, and barrenjiefs in women, though of ne- 
ver fo long ftanding ? 

Another very great difcovery of the moderns 
in the art of healing is, the infallible cure* of 
the king's evil, though never fo inveterate,, by 
pnly the touch of a lawful king, the right heir of 
Adam : for that is eflentiaDy neceflary. The 

' ancients 
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ancients were unacquainted with this iiieftimable 
fecret : and even Solomon the* fon of David, the 
wifeft of kings, knew nothing of the matter. 
But our Britifh Solomon, king James the firft, a 
fon of David alfo, was no ftranger to it, and prac- 
tifed it with fuccefs. This fa£l is fufiiciently 
proved by experience $ but if it wanted any cor- 
roborating testimony, we have that of the inge- 
nious Mr. Carte, who, in his incomparable hifto- 
ry of England, aflcrts (and that in a marginal 
note too, which is always **. more material than* 
the text) that he knew somebody, who was ra- 
dically cured of a moft obfrinate king's evil, by 
the touch of somebody. As our fagacious hitr 
torian does not even intimate that this some- 
body took any thing of the other somebody for 
the cure, it were to be wiflied that he had named 
this somebody, and his place of abode, for the 
benefit of the poor, who are now reduced, and 
at fome expence, to have recourfe to Mr. Vick- 
ers the clergyman. Befides, I fairly confefs my- 
felf to be perfonaHy interefted in this inquiry, 
fince this somebody muft neceflarily be the 
right heir of Adam, and confequently I muft 
have the honour of being related to him. 

Our laborious neighbours and kinfmen, the 
Germans, are not without their inventions and. 
happ\t difcoverics in the art of medicine ; for 
they uugh at a wound through the heart, if they 

can but apply their powder of fympathy not. 

to the wound itfelf, but to the fword or bullet 
that made it. 

Having now (at leaft in my own opinion): 

fully proved the fuperiority of the moderns over 

the ancients in. the art of healing, I flull proceed 

G 3 to 
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to fome other particulars, in which my cotempo- 
raries- will as juttly claim, and I hope be allowed, 
the preference. 

The ingenious Mr. Warburton, in his Di* 
vine Legation of Mofes, .very juftly obferves, 
that hieroglyphics were the beginning of letters ^ 
but at the fame time he candidly allows that it 
was a very troublefome and uncertain method of 
communicating one's ideas j as it depended in a 
great meafure on the writer's fkill in drawing 
(an art little known in thofe days) ; and as. a 
ftroke too much or too little, too high or, too 
low, might be of the moft dangerous confe- 
quence, in religion, bufingfs, or lave* Cadmus 
removed this difficulty by his invention of un- 
equivocal letters ; but then he removed it too 
much ; for thofe letters or marks, being the fame 
throughout, and fixed alphabetically, foon be- 
came generally known, and prevented that fc- 
crecy which in many cafes was tq be wifhed for, 
This inconveniency fuggefted to the ancients the 
invention of cryptography and fteganography, or 
a myfterious and unintelligible way of writings 
by the help of which none but correfponding par- 
ties who had the key could decypher die matter* 
But human induilry foon refined upon this too ; 
the art of decyphering was difcoyered, and the 
fkill of the decipherer baffled all the labour of 
the cvpherer. The fecrecy of all literary corre- 
fpondence became precarious, and neither Dujinefe 
nor love could any longer be fafely trufted to pa- 
per. Such for a considerable time was the un^ 
happy, ftate of letters, till the bsau mo.ndlE, an 
inventive race of people, found out a new kind 
of cryptography - x ox fteganography, unjoiown to 

the 
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the ancients, and free from fome of their inconve- 
niencies. Lovers in general made ufe of it ; 
controverfial writers commonly ; and minifters 
of ftate fometimes, in the mofr. important dif- 
patches. It was writing in fuch an unintelligible 
manner, and with fuch obfcurity, that the cor- 
refponding parties themfelves neither underftood, 
nor even gueffed at each other's meaning ; which 
was a moft effectual fecurjty againfl all the acci- 
dents to which letters are liable by being either 
miflaid or intercepted. But this method too, 
though long purfued, was alfo attended with 
fome inconveniencies. It frequently produced 
miftakes, by feathering falfe lights upon that 
friendly darknefs, fo propitious to bufinefs and 
love. But our inventive neighbours, the French, 
have very lately removed all thefe inconvenien- 
cies, by a happy difcovery of a new kind of pa- 
per, as pleafing to the eye, and as conducive td 
the difpatch, the clearnefs, and at the fame timei 
the fecrecy of all literary correfpondence. My 
worthy friend Mr. E>dcrfley lately brought me a 
fempfe of it, upon which, if I miftake not, he 
will make very confitferable Improvements, as 
my countrymen often do upon the inventions of 
other nations. This ffiieet of paper I conje&ured 
to be the ground-work and principal material of 
a tender and paffionate letter from a fine gentle- 
man to a fine ladjr; though in truth it might 
very well be the whole fetter itfelf. At the top 
of the firft page was delineated a lady with very 
red cheeks, and a very large hoop, in the fafhi- 
onable attitude of knotting, and of making a ve- 
ry genteel French curtefy. This evidently ap- 
pears to ftand for madam, and faves the time 
G 4 and 
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and trouble of writing it. At the bottom of the 
third page was painted a very fine well-dreft 
gentleman, with his hat under his left arm, and 
his right hand upon his heart, bowing moft re- 
fpe&fulJ y low ; which fingle figure, by an admi- 
rable piece of brachygraphy or fhort-hand, plainly 
conveys this deep Tenie, and ftands inftead of 
thefe many words, / have the honour to be, with 
the tender eft and warmejl fentiments, madam, your 
moft inviolably attached, faithful humble fervant* 
The margin of the paper, which was about half 
an inch broad, wzs very properly decorated with 
all the emblems of triumphant beauty, and ten- 
der fufrering paffion. Groups of lilies, rofes, 
pearls, corals, funs and ftars, were intermixed 
with chains, bearded fhafts, and bleeding hearts^ 
Such a fheet of paper, I confefs, feems to me to 
be a complete letter; and I would advife all fine 
gentlemen, whofe time I know is precious, to 
avail themfelves of this admirable invention : it 
will fave them a great deal of time, and perhaps 
forue thought ; and I cannot help thinking, that 
were they even to take the trouble of filling up 
the paper with the tendered fentiments of their 
hearts, or the moft mining flights of their fancy, 
they would add no energy or delicacy to thofis 
types and fymbols of the lady's conqueft, and 
their own captivity and fufferings. 

These blank letters (if I may call them fo, 
when they convey fo much) will mock the jea- 
lous curiofity of hufbands and fathers, who will 
in vain hold them to the fire to elicit the fuppofed 
juice of lemon, and upon whom they may after- 
wards pafs for a piece of innocent pleafantry. 

The 
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The dulleft of my readers muft, I am Aire, by 
this time be aware, that the utility of this inven- 
tion extends, mutatis mutandis, to whatever can 
be the fubje£r. of letters, and with much lefs trou- 
ble, and much more fecrecy, propriety, and ele- 
gancy, than the old way or writing. 

A painter of but moderate fkill and fancy 
may in a very fliort time have reams of ready- 
painted paper by him to fupply the demands of 
the ftatefman, the divine, and the lover. And I 
think it my duty to inform the public, that my 
good friend Mr. Dodfley, who has long complain- 
ed of the decay of trade, and who loves, with a* 
prudent regard to his own intereft, to encourage 
every ufeful invention, is at this time learning to 
paint with moft unwearied diligence and appli- 
cation ; and I make no doubt, but that in a very 
little time he will be able to furnifh all forts of 
perfons with the very beft ready-made goods of 
that kind. I warned him indeed againft provid- 
ing any for the two learned profeflions of the law 
and phyfic, which I apprehend would lie upon 
his hands. One of them being already i» p©f- 
feflion (to fpeak in their own itile) of a inpre 
brachygraphical, cryptographical,and fteganogra- 
phical fecret, in writing their warrants ; and 
the other not willingly admitting brevity, in any 
fhape. Otherwife what innumerable fkins of 
parchment, and lines of writing might be faved 
in a marriage-fettlement, for inftanee, if the firff 
fourteen or fifteen fons, the fuppofed future iflue, 

LAWFULLY TO BE BEGOTTEN of that happy 

marriage, and upon whom the fettlement is fuc- 

ceflively made, were to be painted every one a 

fize lefs" than the other upon one fkin of parch- 

G 5 ment 3 , 
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ment, irtftead of being enumerated upon one hun- 
dred, according to propriety of birth* and feniority. 
of age; and moreover the elder, by a happy pleon- 
afmus, always to take before, and be preferred to 
the younger ! but this ufeful alteration is more to 
be wifhed than expe&ed, for rcafons which I do 
not atprefent think proper to mention. 

I am fenfible that the government may poffibly 
object, that I am fuggefting to its enemies a me- 
thod of carrying on their treafonable correfpon- 
deuces with much more fecrecy than formerly* 
But as my intentions are honeft, I (hould be very 
forry to nave my loyalty fufpe&ed : and when I 
coniider the zeal, and at the fame time the inge- 
nuity of the Jacobites, I am convinced that their 
letters in this new method Will be fo charged with 
groves of oaken boughs, white rofes and thirties 
interwoven, that their meaning will not be ob- 
fcure, and confequently no danger will arife to 
the government from tnis new and excellent in- 
vention. 

Numb. 25* Thursday, June '21, 1753. 

I HAVE the pleafure of informing my fair 
correfpondent, that her petition contained in 
the following letter is granted. I wi(h I could a& 
eafily reftore to her what flie has loft- But to a 
mind like her's, fo elevated ! fo harmonized ! 
time, and the confcioufnefs of fo much purity of 
intention will bring relief- It muft always af- 
ford her matter of the moft pleaflng reflection, 
that her foul had no participation with her ma- 
terial 
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terial part in that particular aft which ihe ap- 
pears to mention with fo tender a regret. But it 
is not my intention to anticipate her ftory, by en- 
deavouring to confole her. Her fetter, I hope, 
will caution all young ladies of equal virtue with 
herfelf againft that excefs of ctfmplaifancc, with 
which they are fometimes too willing to enter- 
tain their lovers. 

To Mr. Fit4-Adam„ 

Sir, 

I have not the leaft ill-will to your friend Mr, 
Dodfley, whom I never faw in my life y but 1 
addrefs myfelf to your equity and good-nature, 
for a fmall fliare only of your favour and recom- 
mendation in that new and valuable branch or* 
trade, to which you have informed the public he 
is now applying hirrrfelf, arid which I hope you" 
will not think it reafonable that he fhould mo- 
nopolize. I mean that admirable fhort and fecret 
method of communicating one's ideas by inge- 
nious emblems and reptfefentations of the pen- 
cil inftead of the vulgar and old method of let- 
ters by the pen. Give me leave, fir, to ftate my 
cafe and my qualifications to yaw: I am fure yoii 
will decide with juftice..- 

I am the daughter of a clergyman, who, hav- 
ing had a very good Irving, gave me a good edu- 
cation, and left me no fortune. I had naturally 
a turn to reading and drawing : my father en- 
couraged and afiwed me in the one, allowed me 
a matter to inftruft me in the other, and I* mat'*? 
an uncommon progrefs in them both. My 
heart was tender, ami my ferlfimehts w»re deft* 
Go catej 
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cate ; perhaps too much (o for my rank in life* 
This difpofition led me to ftudy chiefly thofe 
treafurcs of divine honour, fpotlefs virtue* and re- 
fined fentiment, the voluminous romances of 
the laft century. Sentiments from which I 
thank heaven 1 have never deviated. From a 
fympathizing foftnefs of find how often have I 
wept over thofe affe&ing diftrefles ! How have I 
fhared the pangs of the chafte and lovely Mari- 
amne upon the death of the tender, the faithful 
Tiridates ! And how has my indignation been, 
excited at the unfaithful and ungenerous, hifto- 
rical mifreprefentations of the gallant firft Brutus, 
who was undoubtedly the tendereft lover that 
ever lived ! My drawings took the fame elegant 
turn with my reading. I painted all the mod 
moving and tender ftories of charming Ovid's 
metamorphofes ; not without fomctimes mingling 
my tears with my colours, I prefented fome 
fans of my own painting to fome ladies in the 
neighbourhood, who were pleafed to. commend 
both the execution, and the defigns. The latter. 
I always took care fhould be moving, and at the 
fame time irreproachably pure ; and I found 
* means even to reprefent with unblemiflied delica- 
cy, the unhappy paffionof the unfortunate Paii- 
phae. With this turn of mind, this foftnefs o£ 
foul, it will be fuppofed that I loved. I did fo, 
fir ; tenderly and truly I loved* Why (hould L 
difown a'pailion, which, when clarified as mine 
was from the impure dregs of fenfuality, is the. 
nobleft and moft generous fentiment of the human 
breaft ? O ! that the falfe heart of the dear deceive 
cir, whofe perfidious vows betrayed mine, had been, 
but as pure ! ■ ■ The traitor was quartered 

with 
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with his troop of dragoons in the town where I 
lived. His perfon was a happy compound of 
the manly ftrerigth of a hero, and all the foftcr 
graces of-a lover ; and I thought that I difcoverecfc 
in him at firft fight, all the courage and all the* 
tendernefs, of Oroondates. My figure, which 
was not bad, it feems pleafed him as much. 
He fought and obtained my acquaintance- Soon* 
by his eyes, and foon after by his words, he de- 
clared his paihon to me. My blufhes, my con-- 
fufion, and my filence, too plainly fpoke mine-; 
Good gods ! now tender were his words ! how>" 
languimingly foft his eyes ! with. what, ardour did ; 
he prefs my hand ! a trifling liberty, which one* 
cannot decently refufe, and for which refufalt 
there is no precedent. Sometimes he addrefied* 
me in the moving words of Varanes,. fometimes 
in the tender accents of Caftalio, and fometimes 
in the warmer language of Juba ; for he was a. 
very good fcholar^ In fhort, fir, a month was 
not paft before he prefled for? what he called a< 
proof of my paffion* I trembled at the very 
thought,, and reproached him with the indelicacy 
of it. He perfifted ; and I, ia compliance with* 
cuftom only, hinted previous marriage: he urged* 
love; and I was not vulgar enough to refufe 
to the man I tenderly loved, the proof he re- 
quired of my paffion. I yielded, it is true; but it 
was to fentiraent, not to defire.. A. few-months 
gave me reafon to fufpecl: that his paffion was not 
quite fo pure; and within the year the perfidious, 
wretch convinced me that it. had been merely 
ienfual. For upon the removal of his troop to- 
other quarters, he took a cold leave of me, and 
contented himfelf with. faying, that in the courfe. 

o£ 
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of quarters he hoped to have the pleafure fome 
time or other of feeing me 4gain. You, Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, if you have any elegancy of foul, as* 
I dare fay you have, can better guefs than I can 
exprefs, the agonies I felt, and the fiears I fhed 
upon this occafion ; but all in vain $ vain as the 
thoufand tender letters which I have written to 
him fince, and to which I have received no an- 
fiver. As all this gaffed within the courfe of 
ten months, I had but one child; which dear 
pledge of my firft and only love, 1 now maintain 
at the expence of more than half of what I have 
to fubfift upon myfelf. 

Having now, as I hope, prepared your com- 
paffion, and proved my qualification, I proceed' 
to the prayer of my petition. Which is, that 
ou will be pleafed to recommend me to the pub** 
ic, with all that authority which you have fo 
juftly acquired, for a fhare of this new and be- 
neficial branch of trade. I mean no farther than 
the juft bounds to which the female province 
may extend. Let Mr. Dodfley engrofs all the 
reft, with my beft wifhes. Though I fay it, I 
believe nobody has a clearer notion of the theory 
of delicate fentiments than I have; and I have 
already a confiderable ftock in hand of thefe alle- 
gorical and emblematical paintings, applicable to* 
almoft every fituation in which a woman of fenfe* • 
virtue, ana delicacy, can find herfelf. I indulged- 
my fancy in painting them, according to the va- 
rious diipofitions of mind, which my various for- 
tunes produced. I think I may fay without va- 
nity, that I have, made confiderable improve-' 
ments in the celebrated map of the realms of 
love in Clelia. I have adorned the banks of 

the 
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the gentle and cryftalline Tender with feverai 
new villages and groves ; and added exprefliort 
to the pleafing melancholic groves of fighs and- 
tender cares, I have whole quires, painted in imfr 
happier moments, of hearts united and crownedy 
fluttering Cupids., wanton zephyrs, conftant and 
tender doves, myrtle bowers, banks of jeflamine 
and tuberofe, and fhady groves. Thcfe will re- 
quire very little filling up, if any, from ladies* 
who are in the tranfported fituation of growing 
loves. For the forfaken and complaining fair, 
with whom, alas ! I too fatally fympathize, I 
have tender willows drooping over murmuring 
brooks, and gloomy walks of mournful cyprels 
and folemn vew. In fhort, fir, I either have by 
me, or will forthwith provide, whatever can 
convey the moft perfect ideas of elegant friend-? 
(hip, or pure, refined, and fen ti mental pamon. 
But I think it neceflary to give notice, that if any- 
ladies would exprefs any indelicate ideas of love, 
or require any types or emblems of feniual joy* 
they mult not apply to,, 

Sir, 
Tour moft obedient humble fervant 9 

PARTHENISSAr 

Numb. 26. Thursday, June 28, 1753. 

SIMPLICITY is with juftice efteemed a 
fupreme excellence in all the performances* 
of art, becaufe by this quality they more nearly 
refemble the productions of nature: and the pro* 
du&ions of nature have ever been accounted 

nobler* 
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»obler, and of a higher order, in proportion to 
their Simplicity. Hence arifes (if the ladies 
will permit me to philofophize a moment) the 
fuperior excellence of fpirit to matter, which ia 
evidently a combination of many particles ; 
whereas the firft is pure, uncom pounded, and- 
indivifiblc. 

But let us defcend from lofty fpecu!ations T : 
and ufelefs metaphyfics, into common life and 1 
familiar arts, in order more fully to difplay the 
beauties of a just Simplicity, to which the 
prefent age feems not to pay a proper regard in 
various inftances. 

Nothing can be more tirefome and naufeou? 
to a virtuofo of a true judgment and a juft eye irr 
painting, than the gawdy glitter of florid colours, 
and a vaft profufion of light, unfubdued by {hade, 
and undiverfified with teints of a browner caft< 
It is recorded, that fome of the capital pieces of 
Apelles were wrought in four colours only. This 
excellent artift invented alfo a kind of darkening 
varnifli, that might temper and.chaftife all dazv 
zling fplent'or and unneceffary glare, and might 
give, as Pliny expreflfes it, a modefty and aufterity 
to his works. Thofe who haye been unac- 
cuftomed to the beft models, are ufually at firft 
more delighted with the produ&ions of the Fle- 
mifh than the Italian fchool -, and prefer Ru- 
bens to Raphael, till they feel by experience, that 
lufcious and gay colouring defeats the very end 
of the art, by turning the attention from its prin- 
cipal excellencies ; that is, from TrutHj Sim- 
plicity, and Design. 

If thefe obfervations are rightly founded, what 
ihall we fay of the tafte and judgment of thofe 

wha 
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who fpend their lives and their fortunes in col- 
k<Sting pieces, where neither perfpe£Hve, nor 
proportion, nor conformity to nature are obferved ; 
I mean the extravagant lovers and purchasers of 
China and Indian fcreens. I faw a fenfible 
foreigner aftonifhed at a late auction, with the 
exorbitant prices given for thefe splendid de- 
formities, as he called them, while an exqui- 
fite painting of Guido pafTed unnoticed, and 
was fet afide, as unfafhionable lumber. Happy 
fhould I think myfelf to be able to convince the 
fair connoifleurs that make the greateft part of 
ftlr. Langford's audiences, that no genuine beauty 
Is to be found in whimfical and grotefque figures, 
the monftrous offspring of wild imagination, un- 
directed by nature and truth. 

It is of equal confequence to obferve Simpli- 
city in architecture as in painting. A multipli- 
city of minute ornaments ja vaft variety of an- 
gles and cavities; clufters of little columns, and 
a crowd of windows, are what diftinguifh 
Meanness of manner in building from 
Greatness; that is, the Gothic from the Gre- 
cian; in which every decoration arifes from ne- 
ceffity and ufe, and every pillar has fomething ta 
fupport. 

Mark bow the dread PAHTH20t*Jlands 9 
Amid the domes of modern hands ! 
Amid the toys ofidlejiote> 
How simply , bow feverely great ! 

fays the celebrated author of the ode to lord 
Huntingdon, Nothing therefore offends *ne 
more than to behold the revival of this barbarous 

tafte* 
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tafte, in feveral villas, temples, and pleafure- 
houfes, that difgrace the neighbourhood of this 
metropolis. Nay, fometimes in the Hbnt of the 
fame edifice to find a Grecian plan adulterated 
and defiled by the unnatural and impure mixture 
of Gothic whimfies. 

Defmit in fifcem mulier formofa fupernh 

Hor. 

Whoever confiders the lateft importations of 
mufic and muficians from Italy, will be con" 
vinced that the modern mafters of that country 
have loft that beautiful Simplicity, which is 
generally the ornament of every mufical compa- 
ction, and which really dignified thofe of their 
predeceflbrs. They have introduced fo many in- 
tricate divifions, wild variations, and ufeleis re-* 
petitions, without any apparent neceffity ariCng 
either from the words or from any other incident, 
that the chief ambition of the Compofer feerm to 
be rather to ftirprize the ear than to pleafe the 
Judgment y and that of the Performer, to- fhew- 
his execution rather than his cxpre&oa* It is 
from thefe motives that the hearer is often con* 
founded, but not delighted, with fudden and un- 
natural tranfitions from the key, and returns to it 
as unnatural as the tranfitions themfelves; while 
Pathos, the foul of mufic, is either unknown or 
totally neglected. Thofe who have ftudied the 
works of Corelli among the modern-ancients, 
and Handel in the prefent age, know that the 
moft affecting paflages of the .former owe their 
excellence to Simplicity alone ; and that the 
latter undcrftands it as well, and attends to it aa 

much* 
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much, though he knows when to introduce with 
propriety thofe niceties and refinements, which* 
for want of propriety, we condemn in others. 

In every fpecies of writing, whether we* con* 
fider ftyle or fentiment, Simplicity is a beauty* 
The perfection of language, fays the great father 
of criticifm, confifts in its being perfpicuous but 
not low. A redundancy of metaphors, a heap 
of founding and florid epithets, remote allufions* 
fudden flafhes of wit, lively and epigrammatic 
turns, dazzle the imaginations, and captivate the 
minds of vulgar readers, who are apt to think 
the simple manner unanimated and dull, for 
want of being acquainted with the models of the 
great antique. Xenophon among, the Greeks^ 
and Caefar among the Romans, are at once the 
pureft and moft Ample, as well as the moft ele~ 
gant writers, any age or nation can . producer 
Nudi enbnjimty rt&ij Gf venuJU^ omni ornatuora- 
tionisy tanquam ve/isy detra&o. Among eurfelyea, 
no writer has perhaps made fo nappy and judi* 
cious a mixture of plain and figurative terms a& 
Addifoa, who was the firft that bani&ed from 
the Englifh r as Boileau from, the French, every 
fpecies of bad eloquence and falfe wit, and opened 
the gates of the Temple of Tafte to his fellow- 
citizens. 

It feems to be the fate of poliihed nations t» 
degenerate and depart from a Simplicity of 
fentiment. For when the firft and moft otyvioua 
thoughts have been pre-occupied by former wri- 
ters, their fucceffors, by ftraining to be original 
and new, abound in far-fetched fentiments and 
forced conceits. Some late inftances in men of 

genius 
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genius (for none but thefe are capable of com- 
mitting this fault) giveoccafion to us to deprecate 
this event. I mult add, under this head, that 
fimplicity of fable is an indifpenfable quality in 
every legitimate drama. We are too much en- 
amoured with what is called intrigue, bufinefs, 
and buftle, in our .plays. We aredifgufted with 
the thinnefs, that is, the unity of a plot. We 
muft enrich it with cpifodes or under-chara&ers : 
and we never confider, how much our attention 
is diverted and deftroyed by different obje&s, and 
our pity divided and weakened by an intricate, 
multiplicity of events and of perfons. The 
Athenians therefore, who could relilh fo simple 
a plot as that of the Phile&etes of Sophocles, 
had certainly either more patience or more good 
fenfe (I will not determine which) than my pre- 
sent countrymen. 

If we raife our thoughts to a fubject of more 
importance than writing, I mean drefs ; even in 
this fublime fcience, Simplicity mould ever 
be regarded. It might be thought prefumption 
in me to cenfure any part of Mifs •***'« drcfe 
laft night at Ranelagh ; yet I could not help con- 
demning that profufion of ornament, which vio- 
lated and deftroyed the unity and © okqv (a tech- 
nical term borrowed from the toilette) of fo ac- 
complilhed a figure. 

To finifti my panegyric on Simplicity in a 
manner that I know is agreeable to my fair 
readers, I mean with a ftroke of morality, I 
would obfervc, that if this quality was venerated 
as it ought to be, it would at once banifh from 
die earth all artifice and treachery, double dealing 

and 
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and deceit. Let it therefore be eftablifhed as a 
maxim, That Simplicity is of equal impor- 
tance, in Morals and in Taste. 

Numb. 27. Thursday, July 5, 1753. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

TH E forming feparate focieties, in order to 
exercife the great duty of felf-mortifica- 
tion, feems to me to be one of the jnoft general 
and prevailing tendencies in human nature. For 
even in thole countries, where the freedom of 
the laws, or the ill execution of them, or the li- 
centioufnefs of manners, has given a fort of pub- 
lic fanclion to a lefs fevere difcipline, in England 
itfelf, what numerous fectaries have fubfifted up* 
on this difpofition of the human mind ! 

It is upon this principle that the various and 
oppofite tenets of different fyftems are built. 
Mahomet, Confucius, and other religious law* 
givers ; the founders of larger focieties, or 
fmaller communities, have availed themfelves of 
this bias in the mind of man ; which, at one 
time or other, is fure to draw him with more 
than ordinary force. 

If amb'ition occupies, if love monopolizes, if 
indolence ftupefies, if literature amufes, if pride 
expands, or humility condenfes the immortal 
fpirit of man ; if revenge animates, if a fofter 
lenfation mollifies, if trifles annihilate, if domefr 
tic cares engage, if jdrefs and equipage poflefs the 

divine 
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divine mind of women ; thefc paffions will, fooner 
er later, moft certainly fubfide in both, and 

five place to that impidle, which begets various 
inds of mortified communities in different climes 
and countries. Hence fuch multitudes, in a 
neighbouring country, pafs the laft periods of 
their lives in the monaftic feverities of the ftri£teft 
devotion ; and hence it likewife is, that we fee 
fuch numbers in our own country expofe them- 
fclves to midnight damps at Vauxhall, and to be 
prcfled to death by well-drefled mobs at routs. 
» Indeed, the more we confider the human 
fpccies, from the rude favage up to the moft po- 
lifhed courtier, the more we (hall be perfuaded 
of this general tendency in our natures to afts of 
voluntary mortification. 

But what puts this matter out of all doubt, 
is, the ereftion of three monasteries, within 
many of our memories, in the moft confpicuous 
parts of this great metropolis. 

I hope your country protectant readers will 
not be too much alarmed 5 I can aflure them that 
they pay no Peter-pence. They are formed at 
prefent of focieties compofed entirely of males ; 
but we hope it will not be long before they either 
open the arms of their communities for the re- 
ception of females, or that the ladies, excited by 
their example, and animated by the fame prin- 
ciples, will form feminaries for t^ietr own fex, and 
that fome departing matron may be prevailed 
upon to found a charity for this purpofe. 

For the furtherance of fo defirable a commu- 
nity, it may not here be improper to offer a legal 
claufe to be inferted in any laft will or teftament; 
viz. " l f As B. fpinfter or dowager, being tired 
1 of 
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44 of all men, and having no mortal to. whom I 
44 have reafon to wifh well; having fettled a 
44 competent provifion on my birds, dogs, and - 
44 cats, do leave the fum or pounds, 

44 towards the erecting a building, and die efta* 
44 blifhing a fociety for the following purpofes, 
44 &c. &c. &c." 

Now as foon as a fufficient number of holy 
fitters (hall be collected, I think they cannot do. 
more wifely than to form their new feminary up- 
on the model of one of thofe three great monas- 
teries fo lately founded j nor would I advife 
them to vary much from thofe plans, as the dif- 
ference of male and female will always be, to 
thofe who contemplate things profoundly, a fuf- 
ficient badge of diftinction. 

For the direction, therefore, of thefe future 
lady abbeffes, it will be neceffary to give them 
fome account of the three monastic societies 
before-mentioned ; which will appear to ow« 
their rife entirely to that innate love of feparats 
clan-fhip and felf-mortification, which, accord- 
ing to my pefent maxim, is univerfally implant* 
ed in the human breaft. 

There are few women of fafhion who have 
not heard of Harry the eighth ; many of them 
are perfectly well acquainted with that glorious 
fountain from which the reformation firft fprung, 
which produced the diflblution of papal monas- 
teries ; till fome years ago, a little round well- 
fpoken man erected a large monaftery near Co- 
vent-Garden, where a brotherhood was foon 
formed. Here, he dealt out indulgencies of all 
forts, and extreme (good internal) unctions. 

But 
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thing they undertake to greater perfection than 
any other nation. 

The fecond of thefe feminarics was founded 
upon the model of the firft, and conflfts of a 
number of Grey Fryars, remarkable for a ri- 
gorous abilinence, and indefatigable devotion. 
They juft prefcrve their beings with a little cho- 
colate or tea. They are dedicated to the great 
St. George, and are diftinguifhed by the com- 
pofure of their countenances, and their extraor- 
dinary taciturnity. 

The third order is that of St. James j the 
members of which are known by the appellation 
of Scarlet Fryars; It confifts of a multi- 
tude of brothers, who are not near fo ftri£t as the 
two former orders ;'*ud isjlij^ely to become vaft- 
ly numerous, under the aufpices of its great pa- 
tron, whofe bulk is adorned by jollity and good- 
humour j and who is moreover very ftridtly a 
good liver. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let me afkyou whether 
thefe three laudable inftitutions are not plainly 
owing to that principle, which I have aiugned in 
the beginning of my letter ? For what other mo- 
tive could prompt men to forfake their own ele- 
gant houfes, to facrificc domeftic and conjugal 
iatisfaclions, to neglect the endearing rites of 
hofpitality, in order to cloifter themfelves among 
thofe, with whom they can have no connexion, 
but upon the aforefaid principles ? 

But fince fuch is the general bent of the hu- 
man mind* it is become a fit fubjecl: for the 
World to confider by what methods thefe se- 
minaries may be fo multiplied, as to compre- 
hend all ranks and orders of men and women. 

And 
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And if fifty new churches were thought few 
enough to keep pace with the zeal of good queen 
Ann's days, I believe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you will 
not think five* hundred large manfions of the kind 
I am fpeaking of, will be too many for the prc- 
fent. I am, 

Tours r &c. 
Numb. 28. Thursday, July 12, 1753. 



Fauci digncfcere poffunt 

Vera bona^ atque illjs mult urn diverfa — Juv. 

IT is a common observation, that though hap- 
pinefs is every man's aim, and though it is 
generally purfued by a gratification of the predo- 
minant paffion, yet few have acutenefs enough 
to difcover the points which would effe&ually 
procure the long-fought end. One cannot but 
wonder that fuch intenfe application as moft of 
us beftow on the cultivation of our favourite de- 
iires, fhould yet leave us ignorant of the moft 
eflcntial objects of our ftudy. For my part I 
was fo early convinced of the truth of this obfer- 
vation, that inftead of fearching for what v/ould 
contribute moft to my own happinefs, I have 
fpent great part of my life in the itudy of what 
may extend the enjoyment of others. This 
knowledge I flatter myfelf I have difcovered, and 
fhall difclofe to the world. I beg to be attended 
to : I beg mankind will believe that I know bet- 
ter than any of them what will ascertain the fe- 
ll 2 licit* 
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licity of their lives. I am not going to impart 
fo great (though (6 often revealed) a.fecret, as 
that it is religion or virtue : few would believe 
mc, fewer would try the recipe. In fpite of the 
philofophy of the age, in fpite of the gravity of 
my chara&er, and of the decency which I hope 
I nave hitherto moft fanclimonioufly obferved, I 
muft avow my perfuafion, that the fenfual plea- 
fure of love is the great cordial of life, and the 
only fpecific for removing the anxieties of our 
paflions, or for fupporting the injuries and iniqui- 
ties which we fuffer from thofe of other men. 

" Well ! (fhall I be told) and is this your 
C4 admirable difcovery ? Is this the arcanum 
€l that has efcaped the penetration of all in- 
" quiries in all ages ? What other doctrine has 
" been taught by the moft fcnfible philofophers ? 
" Was not this the text of the fermons of Epi- 
" curus f Was not this the theory, and practice 
<c too, of the experienced Alcibiades ? What 
" other were the tenets of the fage lord Ro- 
* c Chester, or of the miflionary &u°jtf-EvRE- 
44 mont ?" — It is very true ; and a thoufand 
other founders of fe&s, nay of religious orders, 
have taught — or at leaft praclifed, the fame doc- 
trines. But I pretend to introduce fuch refine- 
ments into the fyftem of fenfual ity, as fhall vin- 
dicate the difcovery to myfelf, and throw at a 
diftance the minute philofophers, who (if they 
were my forerunners) only ferved- to lead the 
world aftray. 

Hear then in one word the myfterious pre- 
cept ! " Young women are not the proper ob- 
44 jeel of fenfual love : it is the i^ATioJf. .tjfie 
* 4 hoary fair who can give, communicate, 

u infure 
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" infure happinefs." I might enumerate a thou- 
fand reafons to inforce my do&riiie, as the fickle- 
nefs of youth, the caprices of beauty and its 
tranfient ftate > the jealoufy from rivals, the dif- 4 
traction from having children, the important 
avocations of drefs, and the infinite occupations 
of a pretty woman, which endanger or divide 1 
her fentiments from being always fixed on the- 
faithful lover ; and none of which' combat the 
affections of the grateful, tender, attentive ma^ 
tron. But as one example is worth a thoufand 
reafons, I fhall recommend my plan by pointing 
out the extreme happinefs which has attended" 
fuch difcreet heroes as are commemorated m the 
annals of love for having offered up- their hearts 
at ancient fhrines ; and I fhall clearly demonftrate 
by precedents, that feveral ladies in the Moom 
of their wrinkles have infpired more laftirfe 
and more fervent paffions, than the greateft 
beauties who had fcarce loft* fight of their 
teens. The fair young creatures of the prefcnt 
hour will forgive a preference which is the refttlt 
~ of deep meditation, great reading, and'ftrict im- 
partiality,* when they reflect:, that- they can fcarce 
contrive to be young above a dozen years, and 
may be old for fifty or fixty ; and they may be- 
lieve me, that after forty they will value one Io«* 
ver more than they do twenty now; a fenfation 
of happinefs, which they will find incjreafe as 
they advance in years. I cannot but obferve with 
plealure, that the legislature itfelf-feems to coin- 
cid^with my way of thinking, and. has very pru- 
dently enacted, that young ladies fhall not enter 
fo early into the bonds of love, when they" are 
incapable of reflection, and of ail the ferious du- 
ll 3 ■'--- tie* 
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ties which belong to an union of hearts. A fenti- 
ment which indeed our laws feem always to have 
had in view •> for unlefs there was implanted hi 
our natures a ftrong temptation towards the love 
of elderly women, why (hould the very firft 
prohibition in the table of consanguinity forbid 
a man to marry his grandmother ? 

The firft heroine we read of, whofe charms 
were proof againft the injuries of time, was the 
accomplifhed Sarah : I think the moft mode- 
rate computations make her to be ninety, when 
that wanton monarch Aeimilech woujd have 
undermined her virtue. But as doubtlefs the 
obfervance of that virtue had been the great 
foundation of the continuance of her beauty, and 
as the rigidnefs of it rather exempts her from, 
than expofes her as an object of my doctrine, I ••< 
fhall fay no more of that lady. 

Helen, the beautiful Helen, if there is any *• 
trufting to claffic parifti-regifters, was fourfcore £ 
when rARis ftole her; and though the war laft- *' 
ed ten years after that on her account, monfieur 1 
Homer, who wrote their romance, doe.s not give 
any hint of the gallant young prince having 
ihewed the leaft decay of paflion or fymptom of 
inconftancy : a fidelity, which in all probability 
was at leaft as much owing to the experience of * 
the dame, and to her knowledge in the refine-* £ 
ments of pleafure, as to her bright eyes, unfaded 1/ 
complexion, or the everlafting lilies and rofes of > 
her cheeks. v 

I am not clear that length of years, especially 
in heroic minds, does not increafe rather than 
abate the fenti mental flame. The great Eliza- 
beth, whofe paflion for the unfortunate earl of 

Essex 
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Essex is juftly a favourite topic with all who 
delight in romantic hiftory, was full fixty-eight 
when ihe condemned her lover to death for flight- 
ing her endearments. And if I might inftance in 
our own fex, the charming, the meritorious An- 
tony was not far from feventy before he had fo 
much taftc as to facrifice the meaner pafiion of 
ambition, nay the world itfelf, to love. 

But it is in France, that kingdom fo exqai- 
fitely judicious in the affairs of love, from whence 
we may copy the arts of happinefs, as well as 
their other discoveries in pleafure. The monarcfis 
of that -nation have mere than once taught the 
world by their example, that a fine woman, though 
paft her grand climacteric, may be but juflr touch- 
ing the meridian of her charms. Henry the 
fccond and Louis the fourteenth will be for 
ever memorable for the paflions they fo long felt 
for the duchefs of Valentinois, and madame 
x>e Maintenon. The former, in the heat of 
youth and profpect of empire, became a nave to 
the refpc&able attractions of Diana *pE Poiti- 
ers, many years after his injudicious^father had 
quitted the poffeffion of her on the filly appre- 
henfion that ihe was growing old : and to the 
laft moment of his life and reign, Henry wa» 
a conftant, jealous adorer of her ftill ripening 
charms. When the age was over-run with 
aftrology, fuperftition, bigotry, and notions of 
necromancy, king Henry ftill idolized a wo- 
man, who had not only married her grand- 
daughter^ then a celebrated beauty, but who, if 
any other prince had reigned, was ancient enough 
to have come within the description of forcery : 
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Numb. 29- Thursday, July 19, 1753* 
To Mr. Fitz-Abajt. 

Sir, 

I TROUBLED you fome time ago with an 
account of my diftrefe, arifing from the fe- 
male part of my family. I told you that by art 
unfortunate trip to Paris my wife and daughter 
had runjiark FrencBf and I wilh I could tell you. 
now that I am perfectly recovered : but all I can 
Jay is, that the violence of the fymptoms feems to 
abate, in proportion as the cldaths that inflamed 
them wear out. 

My prefent misfortune flows from a direct 
contrary^ caufe, and affects me much more fen-* 
fibly. The little whims, affectations,, and delica- 
cies of ladies may be both ridiculous and difagree- 
able, efpecially to thofe who are obliged to be at 
once the witneffes and the martyrs of them ; but 
they are not evils to be compared with the obfti- 
nate wrong-headednefs, the idle and illiberal turn 
if an only fon ; which is unfortunately my cafe*. 

L acquainted you, that in the education of 
iny fon I had conformed to the common cuftom 
of this country (perhaps I conformed to it too 
much andtoofoon); and that I carried him to,* 
Paris, from whence, after fix months ftay, he 
was to go upon his travels, and take the ufual- 
tour, of Italy and Germany. I thought it very 
meceflary for a young- man (though not for a. 

young. 
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young lady) to be well acquainted with the lan- 
guages, the manners, the characters, arid the 
constitutions of other countries; the want of 
which I experienced and lamented in myfelf. Jn 
order to enable him to keep good company, I al- 
lowed him more than I could conveniently afford ; 
and I trufted him to the care of a Swifs governor; 
a gentleman of fome learning, good-feme, good- 
nature, and good-manners. But how cruelly I 
am difappointed in all thefe hopes, what follow* 
will inform you. 

During his ftay at Paris, he only frequented 
the worft Englifh company there, with whom he 
was unhappily engaged in two or three fcrapes, 
which the credit and the good-nature of the En- 
gl ifh ambaflador helped him out of. He hired 
a low Irifh wench, whom he drove about in a 
hired chaife, to the great honour of himfelf, his 
family, and his country. He did not learn one 
word of French, and never fpoke to Frenchman 
or Frenchwoman, excepting fome vulgar and in- 
jurious epithets, which he beftowed upon them in 
very plain Englifh. His governor very honefUy 
informed me of this conduct, which ne tried in 
vain to reform, and advifed their removal to Italy, 
which accordingly I immediately ordered. His 
behaviour there will appear in the trueft light to 
you, by his own and his governor's laft letters to 
me, of which I here give you. faithful copies.. 

Rome,, Miy the 3d, 1753.. 

Sir,, 

" In the fix weeks that. I p^fled at Florence, 

** and the week I flayed at Genoa, I never had 

H. d " time 
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•* time- to write to you, being .-wholly taken up 
" Avith feeing things, of which thcrradfiwremark- 
" able is the .fteeple of Pifa 4 it is the .oddeft ' 
** thing lever few iiLmyilifc; itftands all awry $ 
44 I wonder it does not tumble down. . .1 met 
44 with a great many of my countrymen* and we 
€< live together very fociabkr. I have been 
44 here now a month, and will give you % .an ac- 
44 count of my way of life. Here are ja. great 
% 4 many very agreeable Engli(h .gentlemen ; we 
44 are about nine or ten as fmart Bucks as any 
%c in England. We conftantly breakfaft toge- 
44 ther, and then either go and fee fights, jor. drive 
44 about the outlets of Rpme in chaifes. ; ~but 
x * the horfes are very bad, and the chaifes do not 
H4 follow well. We meet before dinner at the 
" 44: Engli(h coffee-houfe ; where there is a .very 
44 : good billiard-table, and' very good company* 
<4 F rom thence we go and dine together by turns 
:44 at each other's lodgings. Then after a chear- 
44 ful glafs of claret (for we have made, a fhift 
r44 to got fome here) we go to the cofree*-houfe 
44 again ; from thence to fupper, and: ib to bed* 
44 I- do not believe that thefe Romans .are a bit 
44 like the old Romans ; they are a parcel of thin- 
•** '.gutted, fniveling, cringing dogs ; and I verily 
'" believe that our fet could threfh forty of them* 
°** - Wfc never go among them ; it owould not be 
44 worth -while : befides, we none of. us fpeak 
44 Italian, and none of thofe Signors fpeak En- 
44 s gjifh; which (hews what fort of fellows they 
44 are* We faw the Pope go by t'other day in, 
14 a proceffion ; but we refolved to afiert the ho- 
"**»-«i©Ciri of £)!#• England ;ib. we neither bowed; 
***- florffcilled ©ftouc hats .to^he xdd.rogue; . Pro- 

44 vifions. 
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44 vifions and liquor are but bad here; and tc* 
44 fay the truth, I have not had one thorough 
" good meal's meat fince I left England. No 
44 longer ago than laft Sunday we wanted to haye> 
44 a good plumb-pudding ; but we found the ma- 
44 terials difficult to provide, and were obliged to. 
44 get an Englifh footman to make it. Pray, fir,, 
44 let me come home $ for I cannot find that one 
44 is a jot the better for feeing all thefe outlandifli 
44 places and people. But if you will not let me. 
44 come back, for God's fake, iir, take away the 
44 impertinent mounfeer you fent with me. He i^ 
44 a confiderable expence to You, and of noman- 
44 neroffervice to Me. All the.Englifli here 
44 laugh at him, he is fuch a prig. He thinks Him.- 
44 felf a fine gentleman, and is always plaguing njp 
44 to go into foreign companies, to learn foreign 
44 languages, and to get foreign manners ; as if I 
44 were not to live and die in Old England, and 3s 
44 if good Englifh acquaintance would not he , 
44 much more ufeful to me than outlandifli ones- 
." Dear fir, grant me this requeft, and you ihjili 
44 ever find me 

44 Your tnoft dutiful Con 9 

44 G. p» 

The following is a very honeft and .fenfible 
letter, which I received at the fame time from my* 
ion's governor. 

Rome, May the 3d, 1753.* 

Sir, 

44 I think myfelf obliged in confeience to in- 

14 form you, that the money you are pleafcd to 

44 alkw.fli$.foi^my attgn^qnee upon your .(on is. 

5 44 abfolutely 
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44 abfolutely thrown away ; fincc I find by me- 
44 lancholy experience, that I can be of no man- 
44 ner of ufe to him. I have tried all pofilble 
<c methods to prevail with him to anfwer, in 
44 fome degree at leaft, your good intentions in 
44 fending nim abroad ; but all in vain : and in 
44 return for my endeavours I am either laughed 
44 at or infultea. Sometimes I am called a beg- 
44 garly French dog, and bid to go back to my 
44 own country and eat my frogs j and fome- 
44 times I am mounfecr Ragout, and told that I 
44 think myfelf a very fine gentleman. I daily 
44 reprefent to him, tnat by fending him abroad 
44 you meant that he {hould learn the languages, 
44 the manners, and characters of different coun- 
44 tries, and that he {hould add to the claffical 
44 education which you had given him at home, 
44 a knowledge of the world, and the genteel 
44 eafy manners of a man of fafhion, which can 
" only be acquired by frequenting the beft com- 
c< panies abroad. To which he only anfwers 
** me with a fneer of contempt, and fays, fo be- 
" like-ye, ha! I would have connived at the 
> *' common vices of youth, if they had been at- 
" tended with the leaft degree of decency or re- 
44 finement 5 but I muft not conceal from you 
44 that your fon's are of the loweft and moft dc- 
44 grading kind, and avowed in the moft public 
44 and indecent manner. I have never been able 
44 to perfuade him to deliver the letters of re- 
44 commendation which you procured him j he 
44 fays he does not defire to keep fuch company. 
44 I advifed him to take an Italian matter, which 
44 he flatly refufed, faying that he fhould have 
44 time enough to learn Italian when he went 

* back. 
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44 back to England. But he has taken, of him- 
44 felf, a mufic mafter to teach him to play upon 
44 the German flute, upon which he throws away 
44 two or three hours every day. We fpend a 
44 great deal of money, without <x>ing you or our- 
44 felves any honour by ft ; though your fon, like 
44 the generality of his countrymen, valaes him- 
44 felf upon the expence, and looks upon all fb- 
44 reigners who are not able to make fo connder- 
44 able a one, as a parcel of beggars and fcouncf- 
44 rels ; fpeaks of them, and if he fpoke to them, 
44 would treat them as fuch. 

44 If I might prefume to advife you, fir, it 
44 (hould be to order us home forthwith. I can 
14 affure you that your fon's morals and manners 
44 will be in much lefs danger under your own in- 
44 fpeftion at home, than they can be under mine 
44 abroad ; and I defy him to keep worfe Englifh 
* 4 company in England than he now keeps here. 
44 But whatever you may think fit to determine 
* 4 concerning him, I mufl: humbly infift upon my 
44 own difmiffion, and upon leave to aflure you in 
" perfon of the refpeft with which I have the 
44 honour to be, 

Sir, 

Tour, &c- 

I have complied with my fon's requeft, in 
confequence of his governor's advice j and have 
ordered him to come home immediately. But 
what fhall I do with him here,, where he is but 
too likely to be encouraged and countenanced in 
thefe illiberal and ungentleman-Iike manners ? 
My cafe is furely moft Angularly unfortunate ; to 
be plagued on one fide by the polite and elegant 

foreign 
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foreign follies pf my wife and daughter, and on 
the other by the unconforming obftinacy, the low 
vulgar excefles, and the porter-like manners of 
my fon. 

Perhaps my misfortune may fuggeft to you 
fome thoughts upon the methods of education in 
general, which, conveyed to the public through 
your paper, may prove of public ufe. It is in that 
view fingly that you have had this fecond trouble 
from, Sir, 

Tour moji humble fervant and conjiant reader y 

R. D. 

1 allow the cafe of my worthy • correfpon- 
dent to be companionate, but I cannot poflibly 
allcjy/ it to be fingular. The public places daily 
prove the contrary too plainly. I confefs 1 of- 
tcner pity than blame the errors of youth, when I 
'reflect upon the fundamental errors generally com- 
mitted by their parents in their education. Many 
totally ncgle£t, and many miftake it. The an- 
cients began the education' of their children by 
forming their hearts and their manners. They 
taught them the duty of men and of citizens ; we 
teach them the languages of the ancients, and leave 
their morals and manners to fhift for themfelves. 

As for the modern fpecies of, human Bucks,. 
.1 impute their brutality to the negligence or the 
fondnefs of their parents. It is obferved in 
parks, among their betters, the real Bucks, tllat 
the moft troublefome and mifchievous are thofis 
,who were bred up tame, fondled arid fed out of 
the hand, when fawns. They abufe, when 
grown up, the indulgence they met jwjith in their 

youtK; 
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youth; and their familiarity grows troublcfome 
and dangerous with their horns • 



'Cj 
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Numb. 30. Thursday, July 26, 1753. 

I A M indebted for my paper of to-day to the 
fcrupulous piety of one of my fair corre- 
fpondents, and to the undeferved, though not un- 
common, diftreffes of another. My readers will, I 
hope, forgive me the vanity of publishing the com- 
pliments paid me in thele letters, when I affure 
them, that I had rather what I write fhou4d have 
the approbation of a fenfible woman, than that 
of the graveft and inoft learned philofopher in 
England, 



Tp Mr. Fjt?-Adam. 



Sir * 



The candour which ftu'nes fo <#nfpicuouily igt 
your writings, ifee 4d^;eAce<^u expjrefs towar^f 
the literary produ&ioas 0/ voflfteji, an^ tjhe geiw 
teel turn you give tp every ftrpke of (atire op aur 
foibles, have encouraged me to ofrer a few fe- 
male thoughts on the arbitrary power* of fafhion | 
or, as it is more properly and' politely rendered^ 

TASTE. 

I am not learned enough to define the mean- 
ing of the word, much lefs am I able to tell you 
all the different ideas it conveys ; but according 
to its common acceptation, I find that it is appli- 
cable to every affe&ation of Angularity, whether 

in 
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in drcfs, in building, in furniture, or in diver- 
fions j and the farther we ftray from decency : or 
propriety in this Angularity, the nearer we ap- 
proach to TASTE. 

The prevalence of the Chinese tafte has 
been very humoroufly attacked in one of your 
papers j and the greater prevalence of the In- 
dian tafte among us women, I mean the tafte of 
going uncovered, has been as happily treated in 
another. But there is a tafte at prefent totally 
different from this laft, the impropriety of whicn 
can hardly, I think, have efcaped your obferva- 
tion, though it has vour cenfure. It is the tafte 
of attending divine fervice, and of performing the 
molt facred duties of our religion, with a hat on. 
However trifling this may he deemed in itfelf, I 
cannot but con fid er it in a ferious light : and 
have always, for my own part, refufed complying 
with a fafnion, which feems to declare in the ob- 
fervers of it, a want of that awful refpe& which 
is due to the Creator from his creatures^ 

If temporal monarchs are to be ferved with 
an uncovered head ; I mean,, if the ceremony of 
uncovering the head be considered and expected 
by the higher powers as a mark of reverence and 
humility; furely reafon will fuggeft that the 
Supreme over all fhould be approached and 
fupplicated with at leaft equal veneration : yet j 
ftrange as it may appear to the more thinking 
part of our fex, this uncouth ftate of being 
hatted prevails in almoft all the churches in 
town and country ; matrons of fixty adopting the 
though tlefs whim of girls in their teens, and each 
endeavouring to countenance the other in this 

idle 
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idle tranfgreflion againft the laws of decency and 
decorum. 

Favour me, fir, either by inferting this fhort 
letter, or by giving fome candid admonitions on 
the fubject. after vour own manner. I am acquaint- 
ed with many of your female readers, and am af- 
fured that your frequent remarks upon their moft 
fafhionable follies will have a proper effect. Re- 
proofs are never fo efficacious as when they are 
tempered with good-humour ; a quality which is 
always to be found in the lucubrations of Mr. 
Fitz-Adam j among whofe admirers I beg to be. 
numbered^ and am, Sir, 

Tour humble fervant) » 

CLARISSA. . 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

To whom, fir, fhould the injured fly For re-» 
drefs, but to him who has made the world hi$ 
province ? You will not, I am fure, be offended 
at my taking this liberty : the Spectator was not 
above receiving and puolilhing the epiftles of the 
female fex ; nor will you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who 
are writing in the caule of virtue, difdain the cor- 
refpondence of an innocent young creature, who 
fues to you for confolation in her affliction, and 
for reproof of one who has broke through all rules 
of honour and morality. I will make no farther 
preface, but proceed. 

My name and circumftances I need not ac- 
quaint you with ; let it fuffice that I am the 
daughter of a gentleman, and that my education 
has been fuitable to my birth. It was my mif- 

fortune 
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fortune to be left at fifteen without a father j but 
it was with a mother, who in my earlieft infancy 
had fown the feeds of religion and virtue in my 
heart -, and I think I may without arrogance allure 
you, that they have not been thrown away upon 
unprofitable ground. After this greateft of loffes 
we retired to a country village, fome few miles 
from town ; and there it was, fir, that I firft 
knew to be wretched. 

We were vifited in this village by a young 

f;entleman, who, as he grew intimate in the fami- 
y, was pleafed to flatter me with an affe&ion, 
which at firft I did not imagine to be real — I 
ought to have told you that his fortune was in- 
dependent, and himfelf neither fool nor cox* 
comb. Young as I was, fome little {hare of ex- 
perience told me, that gentlemen' at his age ima* 
gine it a moft material branch of politenefs to 
pretend love to every pretty woman they fall in 
company with : but indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adarxi, I 
had a heart that was not to be caught by com- 

8" liments : I examined his behaviour with the 
ricleft attention ; not a grain of partiality or 
felf-love, at leaft I imagined fo, clouded my judg- 
ment ; the flights of poetry and paffion, fo com- 
mon in others, gave place, in him, to modefly arid 
fefpefl j his wprds, his looks were fubfervient to 
mine, and every part of his conduct feemed to 
fpeak the fincerity of his love. The approbation 
of friends was not wanting ; and every one ex- 
pected that a very little time would unite us to 
each other* 

For my own part, I built all my hopes of 
happinefs upon this union ; and I flattered myfelf^ 
that by an obedient and affectionate behaviour I 

might 
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might make the life of him I fincerely and vir- 
tuoufly loved as happy as my own. But it was 
not to be ! Some common occurrence occafion- . 
ed our feparation ; he parted, feemingly, with 
the greateft regret ; aiked and obtained permif- 
fion to write ; but fome months elapfed without 
my feeing or hearing from him. Every excufe 
that partiality could fuggeft, I framed in his fa- 
vour j but I had foon more convincing proofs of 
his neglect of me than either his abfence or his 
filence. On his return, inftead of apologizing 
for his behaviour, inftead of accounting for his 
remiffnefs, or of renewing the fubjecT: of all our 
conventions, he appeared gloomy and referved ; 
or whenever he inclined to talk, it was in the 
praifes of fome abfent beauty, or in ridicule of 
marriage, which he aflured me it fhauld be many, 
many years before any one mould prevail with 
him to think of ferioufly. With many fuch ex- 
pressions, and a few carelefs vifits, during a fliort 
ftay in the country, he took his leave with the 
formality of a ftranger, and I have. neve/ feen him 
fince. Thus, fir, did he cancel an acquaintance 
of two years ftanding ; the greateft part of which 
time he had employed in the moft earneft endea- 
vours to convince me that he loved me. 

If I could accufe myfelf of any acl of levity or 
imprudence in my behaviour to this gentleman, 
the confcioulhefs of fuch behaviour would have 
prevented me from complaining ; but I appeal to 
his own heart, as well as to all that 'know rrie 
(and he and others who read this letter, will know 
from whom it comes) in vindication of rriy con- 
duct. . . 

Yet 
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Yet why fhould I flatter myfelf that you will 
take any notice of what I write ? This mjuftice 
I complain of is no new one > it has been felt by 
thoufands ; or if it had not, I have no invention 
to give entertainment to my ftory, or perhaps to 
make it intcrcfting to any but my own family, or 
a few female friends who love me. They will 
thank you for it, and be obliged : and to make it 
ufcful to ycur readers, tell them in your own words 
and manner (for I have no cne to correct what,! 
write) that the cruellcft action a man can te 
guilty of, is the robbing a young woman of her 
£ (Feci ions, with no other delign than to abandon 
her. Tell them, fir, that though the laws take 
no cognizance of the fraud, the barbarity of it is 
not lcilencd : for where the proofs of an injury 
arc fuch as the law cannot poffibly afcertajn^or 
perhaps might overlook if it could, we claim froih 
honour and humanity protection and regard. 

How hateful, Mr. Fitz-Adam, among my own 
fex, is the character of a jilt ! Yet men feel 
not the pangs of difappointed love as we do. 
From fuperiority of reafon they can refent the 
injury, or from variety of employments can for- 
get the trifler who inflicted it. But with us it 
is quite otherwife ; we have no occupations to 
call off" oar attention from difappointment, and 
no lading refentment in our natures (I fpeak 
from experience) againft him who has betrayed us. 

Let me add a word more, and I will have 
done. If every gentleman of real accomplifh- 
ments, who has no ferious defign upon the heart 
of a woman, would avoid being particular ei- 
ther in converfation or in the civil offices of 
good-breeding, he would prevent many a- filent 

pang 
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pang and {mothered figh. It is, I am lure, from 
a contrary behaviour, that many a worthy young 
creature is hurried to her grave, by a dileafe not 
mentioned in the weekly bills', a broken heart. I 
am, with great fincerity, 

Sir, 
Tour admirer and conftant reader ', 

w. s. 

I CANNOT difmifs this amiable young lady's 
letter, without obfcrving, that the injuiHce it com- 
plains of will admit of the higheft ^ aggravation, if 
we confider that it is not in human prudence to 
guard againft it. In cafes of feduction the frail 
one liftens to her paflions, and not her reafcn ; and 
a w~man is made miferable for ever, by liftening 
to an offer of being virtuoiifly happy. 

Numb. 31. Thursday, Auguft 2, 1753. 
Falltt te incautum pietas tua Virg. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

YOU will be told at the clofe of this letter 
the reafon why you are troubled with it. 
I am a clergyman; and one I hope, who has 
hitherto, as near as the imperfe&ions of his na- 
ture would admit, performed the duties of his 
function. I hope alfo that I fliall'give no of- 

1 fence 
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fence by faying, that I have been more afiiduous 
in teaching the moral duties of chriftianity, thah 
in explaining its myfteries, or in gaining the af- 
feht of mens tongues to what their minds can 
have no conception of. The great duty of be- 
nevolence, as it was always my fecond care to 
inculcate, fo it was my fecond delight to praftife. 
But I am conftrained by a fatal fucceffion of ex- 
perience to declare, that I have been unhappy 
in the fame proportion that I have been benevo- 
lent; and have debafed Myfelf, as often as I 
have endeavoured to raife the dignity of human 
nature. 

In the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
thirty eight, when I was curate of a parifh in 
York, the following article appeared in all the 
London news-papers. 

" York, March 25th. This day William 
" Wyatt and John Sympfon were executed here 
<c for houfe-breaking. They behaved in a v£ry 
" penitent manner, but made no confeffion. At r 
" the tree the hangman was intoxicated with 
" liquor ; and fuppofing there were three or- 
" dercd for execution, was going to put one of 
" the ropes about the parfon's neck as he ftood 
" in the cart, and was with much difficulty pre- 
" vented by the gaoler from fo doing." 

This parfon, lir, was myfelf; and indeed every 
part of the article was literally true, except that 
the gaoler was equally intoxicated with the hang- 
man, and that it was not till after the rope was 
forced about my neck, and the cart juft going off, 
that the fherirFs officers interfered and rectified 
the miftake. 

Thus 
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Thus was I in danger of an ignominious 
death by performing the duties of my office, and, 
from a tender- regard to the fouls of thefe poor 
wretches, watching their laft moments in order 
to foften their hearts, and bring them to a con- 
feflion of the crime for which they were to fuffer. 
But the indignity offered to me at the gallows was 
not all. There are in York, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as 
well as in London, fcoffers at the clergy j and I 
allure you, upon the veracity of my function t 
that I hardly ever walked the ftreets of that city 
afterwards, without being faluted by the name of 
the half-hanged par Jon. 

Time had fcarcely taken off the edge of this 
ridicule, when a worfe accident befel me. It was 
my misfortune to fend an advertifement to the 
Daily Advertifer, fetting forth, " That if a young 
" woman" (who happened, though I knew it not, 
to be the moft noted harlot upon the town, and 
who then kept a coffee-houfe in Covent-garden) 
" would apply to the reverend Mr. W. B." (which 
was myfelf, and my name printed at full length) 
" at the Blue-Boar inn, Holbourn, fhe would 
" hear of fomething greatly to her advantage." 

The occafion of this advertifement was literal- 
ly thus. The young woman in queftion had for- 
merly been a fervant at York, and had been bafely 
and wickedly feduced by her mailer j, who dying 
a few years after, and reeling the utmoft remorfe 
for fo injurious an afl, was willing to make this 
unhappy creature all the atonement in his power, 
by putting privately into my hands a hundred 
pounds to be paid her at his deceafe ; and as he 
luppofed her to be in forae obfeure fervice in Lon- 
don, he conjursdjiQe in the moft fokmn manner to 
. Voi*. L I find 
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find her out, and to deliver the money into her 
own hands. 

It was to acquit myfelf of this truft that I came 
up to town, and put the above-mentioned adver- 
tiiement into the Daily Advertifer. The young 
woman, in confequence of it, came the fame day 
to my inn, and having convinced me that fhe was 
the real perfon (though I wondered to fee her fo 
fine a lady) and having received the donation with 
great modefty and thankfulness, very obligingly 
invited me to a refidence at her houfe during my 
ftay in London. I made her my acknowledgments, 
and the more readily embraced the propofal, as 
ihe added that her houfe was large, and that the 
young ladies, her lodgers (for me let lodgings, 
ihe faid, to young ladies) were particularly pleated 
with the converfation of the clergy. 

I dined with her that day, and continued till 
evening in the houfe, without the leaft fufpicion 
of the occupation of its inhabitants ; though I 
could not help obferving that they treated me 
with extraordinary freedom ; that their bofoms 
were uncovered ; and that they were not quite fo 
fcrupulous upon certain occanons as our York-^ 
{hire young women : but as I had never been in 
town before, and had heard great talk of- the 
freedom of London ladies, I concluded it was 
the fafhionable behaviour j which though I did 
not extremely like, I forebore, through good-man- 
ners, to fina fault with. At about feven in the 
evening, as I was drinking tea with two of the 
ladies, I was broke in upon by fome young gen- 
tlemen, one of whom happened to be the fon of a 
near neighbour of mine at York, who the moment 
he faw me, fwore a great oath, " That I was 

« th* 
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44 the honefteft parfon in England ; for that the 
44 boldeft wencher of them all would fcruple to 
44 be fitting in a public room at a bawdy-houfe 
44 with a brace of whores, without locking the 
44 door." 

A loud laugh, in which all the company 
joined, prevented my reproving this young gen- 
tleman as I thought he deferved ; but the lan- 
guage and behaviour of the ladies to thefe gen- 
tlemen, and their coarfe and indecent jefts both 
upon me and my cloth, opened my eyes to fee 
where and with whom I was, I ran down flairs 
with the utmoft precipitation, and early the next 
morning took horfe for York ; where, by the af- 
fiduity of the above-mentioned young gentleman, 
my ftory arrived before me, and I was ridiculed 
by half my acquaintance for putting myfelf to 
the trouble and expence of a journey to town for 
a brace of wenches, when I muft undoubtedly 
have known that a fcore of them at York would 
gladly have obliged me for half the money. 

It was in vain for me to aflert my innocence, 
by telling the whole ftory ; I was a fecond time 
made ridiculous, and my function rendered ufe- 
lefs in the place where I lived, by the punctual 
performance of my duty, in rcligioufly obferving 
the laft requeft of a dying friend. 

I quitted York, ioon after this laft difgrace/ 
and got recommended* though with fome diffi- 
culty, to a curacy in Lincolnfliire. Here I lived 
happily for a confiderable time, and became the 
favourite companion of the fquire of the pariftu 
He was a keen fportfman, hearty in his friend-- 
{hips, bitter in his refentments, and implacable 
to poachers. It fo happened, that from about 
I 2 "the 
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the time of my coming to the parifh, this gentle- 
man's park and the country about it were fa 
fliamefully robbed of hares, that every body was 
exclaiming againft the thief. For my own pfcrt, 
as I thought it my duty to detect knavery of every 
kind, and was fond of all occafions of teftifying 
my gratitude to my patron, I walked out early 
and late to difcover this midnight robber. At laft 
I Succeeded in my fearch, and caught him in the 
very act' of laying his fnares ; and who fhould he 
be, but the game-keeper of my benefactor ! This 
impudent fellow, who faw himfelf detected, had 
the addrefs to cry out thief firft ; and ieizing me 
by the collar, late as it was, dragged me to his 
matter's houfe. I was really fo aftonifhed at his 
confummate afiurance, that I heard myfelf ac*- 
cufed without the power of {peaking ; and as a 
farther proof of my guilt, there was found, upon 
fearching me, a great quantity of wire and other 
things, the ufe of which was fufRciently obvious* 
and which my wicked accufer had artfully con- 
yeyed into my pocket, as he was leading me to 
my j udge. 

To be as little prolix as I can, I was imprifon- 
ed, tried, and convicted of the fa#; and after 
having fuffered the utmoft rigour of the law, was 
obliged at laft to take fhelter in town, td avoid 
the thoufand indignities that were offered me in 
,the country. 

To particularize every misfortune that has 
happened to me in London, would be to exceed 
the bounds of your paper. I fhall only inform 
you of the occurrences of laft night. 

It was paft twelve when I was returning to 

jny lodgings from vifiting a lick friend. As I paifed 

i along 
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along the Strand I heard at a little diftance from 
me the found of blows, and the fcreams of a wo- 
man. I quickened my pace, and immediately per- 
ceived a very pretty young creature upon her knees, 
intreating a foldier for mercy, who by the fury in 
his looks^ and his uplifted cudgel, feemcd deter- 
mined to mew none. Common humanity, as well 
as a fenfe of my duty, impelled me to Hop and 
make my remonftrances to this barbarous man. 
The effe&s of thefe remonftrances were, that I 
foon after found myfelf upon the ground, awaked 
as it were from a trance, with my head broke, 
my body bruifed, my pockets rifled, and the fol- 
dier and his lady no where to be found* 

Alas ! Mr. Fitz-Adam, if this had been the 
only misfortune of the night, I had gone home con-- 
tented ; but I had a feverer one to undergo. I was 
comforting myfelf as I walked along, that I had 
acled the part of a chxiftian in .regard to thefe 
wretches ; when a loud cry of thieves and murdeiy 
and immediately after it the fight of a gentleman 
ftruggling with two ill-looking fellows, again 
alarmed me. All bruifed and bloody as I was, I 
flew without hefitation to his amftance ; and be- 
ing of an athletic make and cbnftitution, in a very 
few minutes delivered him from their clutches ; 
who, as foon as he faw himfelf at liberty, made the 
moft natural ufe of it, by running away. I was 
now left to the mercy 01 two ftreet-robbers, as I 
thought them, both of whom had fo fecurely^ 
fattened upon me as to prevent my efcape. Bu$" 
while I was beginning to tell them that I had been 
already robbed, to my utter confufion they dif- 
covered to me that they were bailiffs j that they 
had arretted -the perfon whom I re/cued for thirty 
I 3 pounds; 
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pounds ; and that I muft give fecurity for the 
debt, or go inftantly to prifon. 

To come to the clofe of my unhappy narration, 
they carried me to one of their houfes : fftm 
whence I fent to the landlord where I lodged, who 
having fomething more than thirty pounds of mine 
in his hands (all that I am worth in the world I) 
was kind enough to bail me. From a principle of 
confcience (knowing that I had really made my- 
felf the debtor) I would have paid the money im- 
mediately, if it had not occurred to me that the 
gentleman whom I delivered would, upon reading 
thefe particulars in the World, be honourable 
enough to remit me the fum I ftand engaged for 
on his account. As foon as I fee this letter inferr- 
ed, I (hall make myfelf known to Mr. Dodfley, to 
whom I defire that the money may be paid : or if 
the gentleman chufes to come in perfon and dis- 
charge my bail, Mr. Dodfley will be able to in- 
form him at what place I may be found. 

I beg your immediate publication of this letter, 
and am, 

Sir, 
Tour moft faithful fervant 9 

W. B. 

P. 5. I forebore to make any mention of watch- 
men in my account of laft night, becaufe I faw 
'none. I fuppofe that it was not a proper time 
either for their walking their rounds, or for ap- 
pearing at their ftands. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 32. Thursday, Augujl 9, 1753. ' 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I WAS greatly furprized, that when in a late 
paper you were displaying your knowledge in 
difeafes, and in the feveral fpecifics for their cure, 
you fhould be fo very forgetful as never to men- - 
tion a malady, which at prefent is not only epide- 
mical, but or the fouleft and moft inveterate kind. 
This majady is called by the learned the cacoe- 
thes carpendi, and by the vulgar criticism* 
It is not more true that every man is born in sin, 
than that he is born in criticism. For many 
years indeed the diftemper was uncommon, and 
not dangerous in its confequences ; feldom attack- 
ing any but philofpphers and men of learning, who 
from a fedentary life and intenfe application to 
books, were more open to its influence than other 
men. In time, by the infe&ion of dedications, it 
began to fpread itfelf among the great, and 
from them, like the gout, or a more noble difterr- 
per, it defcended to their inferiors, till at laft it 
has infected all ranks and orders of men. 

But as it is obfervable that an inhabitant of \^ 
the fens in Lincolnshire, isf moft liable to an ague, 
a Yorkfhi reman to horfe-ftealing, and a Suffex- 
man to fmuggling ; fo it is alfo obfervable that 
the perfons moll liable to the contagion of criti- 
cism, are young matters of arts, ftudents in the 
I 4 Temple, 
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Temple, attorneys clerks, haberdafhers prentices^ 
and fine gentlemen , 

As I had long ago looked upon this diftemper 
to be more particularly Englifh than any other, 
I determined, for the good of my country, -what- 
ever pains it might coft me, to trace it to its firft 
principles ; but it was not till very lately that my 
labours were attended with any certain fuccefs. 
I had difcovered in general that the patient had an 
acidity of blood, which, if not corfe&ed in time, 
broke out into a kind of evil, which, though ne> 
king's-cvil, might poflibly, I thought, be cured 
by touching : but it occurred to me that the. 
touch of an oak-faplin might be much more ef- 
ficacious than that of the ingenious Mr. Carte's 
somebody. A linen-draper's prentico in the 
neighbourhood happening at that time to be la- 
bouring under a feVere fit, I hifited this mf dpi* 
nion to his mafter, who immediately applied tlte 
touch ; but I will not wrong my conscience by 
boafting of its effeft, having learnt that the lad 
was feen foon after at a certain cofFee-houfe in 
the Strand, in all the agonies of the diftemper. 

Untired by difappointmerit, I continued my 
fearches with redoubled diligence ; and it is this 
day that I can felicitate myfelf, as well as thou- 
fands of my countrymen, that they have not been 
in vain. 

The caufe then of this loathfome diftemper is. 
moft certainly wind. This being pent in " the 
bowels for fome time, and the rules of good- 
breeding not permitting it, in public places, to 
take its natural courfe, it immediately flies up 
into the head, and after being whirled about for 
a while ia that empty region, *at length dif- 

charges 
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charges itfelf with great violence upon the organ 
of fpeech. This occafions an involuntary mo- 
tion in that member, which continues with great 
rapidity for a longer or a fhorter time, according 
to the power or force of the original blaft which 
fet it in motion. This volubility, or rather vi- 
bration of tongue, is accompanied with certain, 
un-intelligible founds, which, like the barkings 
of perfons bit by a mad dog, are the moft fatal 
proofs of the malignity of the diftemper. 

The late doctor Monro, who was long ago 
confulted upon the cafe, gave it as his opinion, 
that it was a fpecies of madnefs, known among 
the Greeks by the name of xtf«cdi/^/rf, ana 
among the Romans by malevolentla. It is faid o£ 
that great and humane man, that from his con- 
cern for thefe poor creatures, he intended,, if he 
had lived a little longer, to have propofed a new 
building for their reception, contiguous to that in 
Moorfields : and as they are quite harmlefs 
things, would charitably have taken them under 
his own immediate care. The lofs of that emi- 
nent phyfician, were it from no other considera- 
tion, cannot but be lamented as a public mif- 
fortune; his fcheme being intended to prevent 
the contagion of criticism from fpreading fo 
univerfally among his Majefty's fubje&s. For. 
there is one melancholy circumftance attending 
this difeafe, namely, tnat it is of quicker ana 
more certain infection than the plague : being 
communicated, like yawning, to a large circle of 
company in an inftant of time : and (what is fuf- 
ficient confirmation of the caufe) the congregated 
vapour which is emitted at fuch times, is more 
I 5 jdifagree- 
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difagreeable and offenfive than if it had taken its 
proper and natural courfe. 

But the doctor's principal reafon for conjee- 
turnig this diftemper to be madnefs, was, its be- 
ing almoft continually acted upon by external 
objects. A man in the hydrophobia will be in 
agonies at the fight of water or any liquid ; and 
it is very well known that perfons afflicted with a 
criticism will be thrown into equal agonies at 
the fight of a new book, pamphlet, or poem. But 
the greateft and moft convulfive of all agonies are 
found to proceed from the reprefentation of a new 
play. I have myfelf obferved upon this occafion 
a mob of poor wretches fending forth fuch difmal 
groans, and fuch piercing fhrieks as have quite 
moved me : after this they have ftarted up on a 
fudden, and with all the fury of madmen, have 
torn up the benches from unaer them, and put an 
entire ftop to an entertainment, which to pay for 
a fight of, they have many of them borrowed the 
money from their mafters tills. 

That this has the appearance of madnefs, I 
cannot deny ; yet I have feen a turkey-cock be- 
have with equal fury at the appearance of a wo- 
man in a red petticoat ; and I have always im- 
puted it to the fillinefs of the bird, rather than to 
any diforder in his brain. 

But whether this be madnefs or not, the orir 
ginal caufe is moft infallibly wind ; and to have 
difcovered the caufe of any diftemper, is to. have 
taken the leading ftep towards effecting its cure ; 
which is indeed the fole end and defign of this 
letter. 

Wind then being the undoubted caufe of that 

univerfal difeafe vulgarly known by the name 

5 of 
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of criticism, the patient muft enter into an 
immediate and regular courfe of carminatives.. 
The herbs angelica, fennel, and camomile will be 
extremely proper for his tea ; and the feeds of 
dill, cummin, anife, carroway, coriander, orcar- 
damum, fhould never be out of his mouth. Thefe, 
by the confent of all phyficians, are the great dif- 
pellers of wind. But that is not all. From 
whence have they their name of carminatives ? 
Not from this quality ; here are no traces of fuch 
an etymology ; but they are happily poflefled of. 
another and more excellent virtue ;. and that-in fo 
eminent a degree, as to take their name from it. 
This is the power of .expelling all the pernicious 
effe&s of poetry, verfes, fongs^CARMiNA; all that 
farrago of trumpery, which is fo ftrangely jum- 
bled together in the inteftines of that mi (erable in- 
valid who labours under the weakness and difor- 
der of criticism. For it is a great miftake in the 
learned r that thefe medicines took their name of 
carminatives from the ancient jugglers in phy- 
fic accompanying their operation with verfes and 
fcraps of poetry, by way of incantation or charm * y 
they certainly obtained this appellation from their 
wonderful power of expelling that particular fpe- 
cies of wind which is engendered m the cri^- 
tic's bowels by reading of plays,, poetry, anct 
other works of wit, too bard for his digeftw>n„ 

That all perfons labouring under an habi- 
tual and obftinate criticism may be induced to 
enter into this courfe of carminatives, I can- 
aflure them with, great certainty, that the operas 
tion of thefe medicines, notwithftartding the pro- 
digious difcharge of crudities which they occa- 
fion, i& not attended with the leaft ficknefs to the 
I 6 patient 
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patient himfelf; he has indeed the appearance of 
a violent fit of the colic ; hut, in reality,, he has 
only the trouble of eructation : all the ficknefs and 
naufea ufual in other cafes of the like nature, being 
marveloufly,in this, transferred to the by-ftanders. 
But as all medicines have not equal effects oi> 
all conftitutions ; fo this, though fufficient in ma-, 
ny cafes, may poflibly be defective in a few : I 
have therefore in referve a fecret, which I may 
venture to pronounce will prove of great utility... 
It is this. Let every man who is affii&ed with, 
this fcrophulous difeafe immediately turn au- 
thor. And if it fhould fo happen (as it is not. 
abfolutely impoffible) that his compofitions* 
fhould not be adapted to every body's tafte, itt 
will infallibly work fo upon his ftomach, as en- 
tirely to purge off thofe indigefted particles, to. 
which all this foul wind was originally owing,. - 
For it is true to/ a proverb, that if you hang at 
dog upon a crab-tree,, he will never love ver- 
juice. I am, 

S 1 R y 

Tour moft humble fervant^ 

B. Dl 

I am forry, in one particular, to differ in opi- 
nion with my ingenious correfpondent. But \. 
cannot allow that a critic's turning author- 
will cure him of his malevolence; having al- 
ways found that the moft difficult people in the 
world to be pleafedy are thofe who know experi- 
mentally that they want talents to pUafc. 



NtJMBi. 
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Numb. 33. Thursday, Auguji 16, 1753. 

IT has lain upon my confidence for fome time* 
that I have taken no notice of thofe of my 
correfpondentSy whofe letters to me, for reafons 
of ftate,. have been withheld from the public. 
Several of thefe gentlemen have favoured me with 
their afliftance from the kindeft motives. They 
have difcovered that I am growing dull, and 
have therefore very generoufly fent me fome of 
their own wit r to reftore me to reputation. But 
as I am not fure.of a conftant fupply of thefe 
brilliant epiftles, I have been cautious of infert- 
ing them : knowing that when once a bottle of 
claret is fet upon the table, people are apt to 
make faces at plain port. 

There are other gentlemen to whom I am na 
lefs obliged, Thefe have taken it for granted, 
that as I declared in my firft paper againft med- 
dling with, religion, I muft certainly be an infi- 
del : upon which fuppofition they have been 
pleafed to fliower in upon me, what they call, 
their free thoughts : but thefe thoughts, as 
I have hitherto given no aflurancesof my infide- 
lity, are rather too free for this paper. And 
belides, as I have always endeavoured to be new, 
I cannot confent to publifh any thing fo common 
as abufe upon religion. 

But the majority of thefe my private corres- 
pondents are politicians. They approve, they 
tell me, of my neutrality at firft \ but matter! 

have 
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have been fo managed lately by thofe in power, 
that it is the part of every honeft man to become 
an oppofer. The compliments which thefe gen- 
tlemen are pleafed to pay my abilities, are the 
higheft fatisfa&ion to me. Their letters do me 
the honour to aflfure me, that if I will but affert 
myfelf, the miniftry muft do exactly as I would 
have them ; and that the next general election 
will certainly take whatever turn I have a mind 
to give it. 

I am very far from denying that I have all this 
power ; but I have ever been of opinion that it 
is greater to fave than to deftroy : for which rea- 
fon I am willing to continue the prefent admi- 
niftration a little longer ; though at the fame time 
I muft take the liberty of declaring, that if I find 
the popular clamours againft a late acl of parlia- 
ment to be true 5 namely, that it will defeat all the 
prophecies relating to the difperfion of the Jews; 
or that the New Teftament is to be thrown out of 
our bibles and common prayer books ; or that a 
general circumcifion is certainly to take place foon 
after the meeting of the new parliament ; I fay, 
when thefe things are fo, I fhall moft afluredly 
exert myfelf as becomes a true-born Englishman. 

I confess very freely that I had conceived 
fome diflike to the marriage bill ; having been 
allured by the maid-fervant where I lodge, that""" 
after the 25th day of next March, no young wo- 
man could be married without taking her bible 
oath that fhe was worth fifty, pounds. But as 
I have read the bill fince, and have found no 
fuch claufe in it, I am tolerably well fatisfied. 

To thofe of my correfpondents who are angry 
with mc for net having endeavoured to inculcate 

tome 
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fome ferious novel in every one of thefe papers, 
I fhall juft take notice, that I am writing effays, 
and not fermons. But though I do not avowedly 
once a week attack envy, malice and uncharita- 
blenefs, I hope that a paper now and then writ- 
ten with pleafantry and good-humour, though it 
{hould have no direct moral in view, may (6 amufe 
and temper the mind, as to guard it againft the 
approaches of thofe tormenting paflions. There 
is nothing truer than that bad fpirits and ill -hu- 
mour are the parents of mifery and mifchief ; h« 
therefore who can lead the imagination from 
gloom and vapours to obje&s of chearfulnefs and 
mirth, is a ufeful member of fociety. 

Having now difcharged my confcience of its 
burthen, I (hall clofe this paper with a letter 
which I received yefterday by the penny poft. I 
infert it here to mew, that a late very ferious effay 
of mine, calculated for the fupport and delight 
of ladies in years, has done real harm ; while 
others of a graver nature, and without a moral, 
have been perfectly inoffenfive. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam^ 

Sir, 

That you have been the occafion of mifery to 
an innocent woman is as true, as that I hope I 
may acquit you of any evil intentioiv : you have 
indeed milled me, but it is another who has 
wronged me. Yet if I had. not ufed my utmoft 
endeavours, and pra&ifed every honeft art to get 

redrefs 
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redrefs from this unjuft perfon, I {hould neither 
defire nor deferve a place in your paper. 

But, alas ! fir ! while I am prefacing my fad 
ftory, through a too modeft reluctance to begin it, 
I am fearful that you will miftake me for fome 
credulous young creature, who has yielded up her 
honour to betraying man. Indeed, Mr, ritz- 
Adam, I am no fuch perfon, being at prefent in 
my fifty-fixth year, and havirtg always entertained 
fuch an averfion to impurity, as to be ready to 
die with fhame even of my very dreams, when 
they have fometimes happened to tend that way. 
But how has my virtue been rewarded !— — I will 
conceal nothing from you, fir, though my cheeks 
are glowing with fhame as well as indignation. 
I am wronged, barbaroufly wronged, and 
will complain. 

The hand that is now penning this letter was 
three tedious weeks ago given at the altar to the 
moil unworthy of men — Forgive me, fir, a mo- 
ment's paufe 1 cannot think of what I am, 

without exclaiming in the bitternefs of my heart, 
how cruelly I am difappointed ! I will be parti- 
cular in my relation. 

My father was a country gentleman of a good 
cftate, which by his death, that happened near two 
months ago, devolved to me, as his only child. 
It was matter of wonder to our neighbours, that a 
perfon fo agreeable as I was thought to be, and 
who had been marriageable a good while (for as I 
mentioned before, I am in my fifty-fixth year) 
(hould be fuffered to live fingle to fo ripe an age. 
To fay the truth, I could never account for this 
wonder, any otherwise than from that excefs of de- 
licacy. 
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licacy which I always obferved in my cdftverfa- 
tion with the men, and which in all probability 
prevented them from declaring themfelves. 

As foon as I had performed the laft duties to 
my father, I came up to town, and took lodgings 
in Bury-ttreet — Would it had been in Pall-mall, 
or a ftreet ftill wider ! for then I might have ef- 
caped the obfervation of a tall well-made gentle- 
man from Ireland, who$ unfortunately for my 
peace j lodged directly over the way. 

I will not trouble you with the methods hef: 
took from his window to engage my attention, or 
with what paffed between us on his being per- 
mitted to vifit me. All I fhall fay is, that what- 
ever ground he had gained in my heart, it might 
have proved a difficult talk for nim to have car- 
ried me without a fettlemehfj if the World of 
July the iath, upon the love of elderly wo- 
meft, had iiot fallen into my hands. Before the 
reading of that fatal paper, I had fufpicions that 
my perfon might poffibly be lefs deferable than 
my fortune ; but now I believed, and my wifties 
affifted my belief, that he languifhed to poflcfe 
me. I read the ftory of Ninon L'enclos above 
a dozen times over ; and I rejoiced to find my- 
felf of the exa£t age of that lady* when her 
charms had fueh an afcehdancy over v the unfor- 
tunate DE VllllEKS. 

My lover found me with the paper in my hand. 
I read it to him : and he confirmed me in my 
opinion, by wifhing himfelf the Abbe Gedoyn^ 
and his angel, as he called tae, eighty years old, 
that he might be as happy as the Frenchman. In 
fhort, being now thoroughly convinced that th*P 
only object of afincerej fervent and lailing paflion 

in 
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in a young man, was a woman in years, I made 
no fecret to him of my inclinations ; and the very 
next morning we were publicly married. 

Alas ! fir, were you in jeft or earneft when 
you wrote that paper ? I have a melancholy rea- 
ion for believing you were in jeft. And is a wo- 
man of fifty-five then fo undefirable an object ? 
Is {he not to be endured ? Or are all men deceiv- 
ers ? No \ that is impc'iiible ; it is I only that am 
deceived. I dare not fay more, unlcfs it be to teU' 
you, that a fortune of thirty thoufand pounds is 
rather too much to be given in exchange for a 
mere name, when, if you knew the whole truth, 
I have no real right to any name but my maiden 
one. I am, by no name at all, 

Sir, 

Tour moft humble ffrvant. " 



Numb. 34. Thursday, Auguji 23, 1753. 

WHEN I declared againft meddling with 
politics in thefe my lucubrations, I meant 
only that kind of politics, or art of government* 
which is fo learnedly and logically reafoned upon 
in all the coffee-houfes and barbers mops of this 
great metropolis ; intending (as it is my province), 
to take cognizance of any particular act of the le- 
giflature, that, contrary to its intention, has been 
prejudicial to the morals of my fellow citizens. 

But 
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But it is the repeal of an act of parliament,, 
and not the act: itfelf, that I am now about to 
complain of. The a& I mean is the witch 
act. I am not confidering the repeal of this 
acl: as affecting our religious belief, according to 
the Scotch proverb, " Tauk awaw the deel, and 
" good bwee to the Lord." I think of it only 
in a moral light, as it has given fuch encourage- 
ment to witchcraft in this kingdom, that 
one hardly meets with a grown perfon either in 
public or private, who is not more or lefs under 
its influence. 

Whoever attends to the fermon at church, 
or liftens to the converfation of grave and good 
men, will hear and believe that the prefent age 
is the moft fruitful in wickednefs of any fince 
the deluge. Whether thefe gentlemen have 'dis- 
covered the true reafon of this depravity, or whe-» 
ther the difcovery has been referved for me, I 
will not pretend to determine ; but certain it is* 
that the repeal of an acl: of parliament, which. 
was meant to reftrain the power of the devil by 
inflicting death upon his agents, muft infallibly, 
give him a much : greater influence over us, than, 
he ever could have hoped for, during the conti- 
nuance of fuch an a&. 

I am well aware that there are certain of my 
readers who have no belief in witches ; but I 
am willing to hope they are only thofe, who 
either have not read, or elfe have forgot, the pro- 
ceedings againft them, publiihed at large in the 
ftate trials : if there is any man alive who can 
deny his aflfent to the pofitive and circumftantial 
eviaence given againft them in thefe triajs, 1 

{hall 
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fliall only fay that I pity moft fincerely the hard- 
nefs of his heart. 

That the devil may truly be faid to be 
let loofc among us by the repeal of this aft, 
will appear beyond contradiction, if we take 
a furvey of the general fafcination that all 
ranks and orders of mankind feem at prefent 
to be under. 

What is it but witchcraft that occafions 
that univcrfal and uncontroulable rage of PLAY r 
by which the nobleman, the man of faihion, the 
merchant and the tradefman, with- their wives r 
fons and daughters, are running headlong to 
ruin ? What is it but witchcraft that conjures 
up that fpirit of pride and paflion for expence, by 
which all claries of men, from his grace at Weft- 
mirrfter to the falefman at Wapping, are entail- 
ing beggary upon their old age, and bequeathing 
their children to poverty and the parifh ? Again r 
is it pofliblc to be accounted for, from any natural 
caufe, that perfons of good fenfe and fober di {po- 
rtions fhould take fuch a freak four or five times 
in a winter of turning their houie* into inns ? 
cramming every bed-chamber, clofet and corner 
with people whom they hardly know ; ftifling one , 
another with heat ; blocking up the ftreets with- 
chairs and coaches; offending themfelvcs, and 
pleafmg nobody ; and all this for the vain boaft 
of having drawn together a greater mob than 
my lady Somebody, or the honourable Mr. Such- 
a-one r That nothing but witchcraft can 
be the occafion of fo much folly and abfurdity, 
muft be obvious to the common ienfe of all man- 
kind. 

Another 
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Another and more melancholy proof of the 
power of witchcraft, is, that a wife may be 
beautiful in her perfon, gentle in her manners, 
fond of her hufband, watchful for his quiet, care- 
ful of his intereft, kind to his children, chearful 
to his friends, and obliging to all ; yet be yoked 
to a wretch, fo blind to his own happinefs, as to 
prefer to her endearments the hired embraces of 
a difeafed proftitute, loathfome in her perfon, 
and a fury in her difpofition. If this is not 
witchcraft, I mould be glad to know of fuch 
a hufband what name I may call it by. Among 
the lower kind of tradefmen (for every dealer 
even in broken glafs bottles has his fille de joye) 
it is a common thing for a hufband to kick his 
wife out of doors in the morning, for having 
fubmitted over-night to a good drubbing' from 
his miftrefs. 

It would be endlefs to take notice of every 
argument that fuggefts itfelf in proof of witch- 
craft ; I fhall content myfelf with only one 
more, which I take to be inconteftible. This is 
the fpirit of jacobitifm, which is fo well known 
to poffefs many of his Majefly's proteftant fub- 
je&s in this kingdom. That a poor Highlander 
in Scotland may be a jacobite without witch- 
craft, I am ready to allow ; zeal for a loft 
cheeld of the gude houfe of Stuart may have eat- 
en him up : but that an Englifh country gentle- 
man, who is really no papift in his heart, or that 
a wealthy citizen of London, who goes to church 
every Sunday, and joins in the prayers for the 
prefent royal familv, fhould be drinking daily to 
the rejioration (as ne calls it) of a popifh bigot 
who would burn him at Smithfield the next 

week 
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week for not going to mafs; and whofe titmoft 
merit is his precarious defcent from a family, 
remarkable for little elie than pedantry, obfti- 
nacy, debauchery and enthufiafm ; that fuch a 
perfon mould be a jacobite, or in other words, an 
enemy to the beft of kings, and the wifeft of con- 
iiitutions, cannot poflibly be accounted for but 
by the power of witchcraft. 

From all thefe confiderations it is much to be 
wiflied that a new witch act may take place 
next feffion of parliament. Vox populi eft vox 
Dei, is a wife and a true faying ; and that the 
vox populi is in favour of fuch an aft, let the late 
proceedings at Tring, and fome fimilar occur- 
rences in other, parts of England, bear tefti- 
mony. 

That the legiflature may be farther induced 
to take this matter into confederation, I am clear* 
ly of opinion, that the paffing fuch an aft will go 
a great way towards filencing the clamours which 
have gone forth fo grievoufly againft the Jew bill : 
for it is (hrewdly fufpefted that the fame people 
who imagined their religion to be at flake by the 
repeal of the one, are at prefent under the moft 
terrible confternation at the paffing of the other : 
and befides, it will be a convincing proof to all 
forts of perfons, that the adminiftration is as well 
inclined to difcourage the devil, as it is to favour 
the Jews ; a circumftanre which, as matters ftand 
at prefent, feems to want confirmation. 

In the mean time I entreat all my readers, as 
much as in them lies, to be upon their guard 
againft witches : for the better difcovery of 
whom (as the law does not admit of the ufual 
trials by fire and water) I {hall here fet down all * 

s I know 
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I know^ of have been told upon the fubjeft. If a 
woman turned of eighty, with grey hairs upon 
her chin, and a high-crowned hat on, fhould be 
feen riding upon a broomftick through the air, or 
failing in an egg-fhell upon the Thames in a high 
wind, you may almoft fwear that fhe is a witch. 
If as often as you fee any particular old woman, 
you feel a pricking of pins all over you, or if your 
ftomach be fick, and mould happen to difcharge 
a great quantity of the faid pins, or if while you 
are fpeaking to this old woman, fhe fliould lud- 
denly transform herfelf into a horfe without a 
head, or any fuch uncommon animal, you may 
very fairly conclude that fhe is no other than a 
Witch. In fuch cafes it will be a happy cir- 
cumftance if you are able to fay the Lord's prayer : 
for by repeating it three times to yourfelf fhe 
becomes as harmlefs as a babe. 

A lady of my acquaintance, who has often 
been bewitched, affures me of her having detected 
multiudes of thefe hags, by laying two ftraws 
one acrofs the other in the path where they are to 
tread. It is worderful, fhe fays, to fee how a 
witch is puzzled at thefe ftraws \ for that after 
having made many fruitlefs attempts to ftep over 
them, fhe either ftands ftock ftill, or turns back. 
But to fecure yourfelf within doors againft the en- 
chantment or witches, efpecially if you are a 
perfon of fafhion, and have never been taught the 
Lord's prayer, the only method I know of is, to 
nail a horfefhoe upon the threfhold. This I 
can affirm to be of the greateft efficacy 5 info- 
much that I have taken notice of many a little 
cottage in the country, with a horfefhoe at its 
door, where gaming, extravagance, routs, adul- 
tery, 
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tery, jacobitifm, and all the catalogue of <*htch- 
crafts, have been totally unknown. 

I shall conclude this paper by fignifying my 
intention, one day or other, of hiring a porter, 
and of fending him with a hammer and nails, 
and a large quantity of horfeflioes, to certain 
houfes in the purlieus of St. James's. I believe 
it would not be amifs (as a charm againft play) 
if he had orders to fix a whole dozen of theie 
horfefhoes at the door of White's. From St. 
James's he fhall have directions to proceed to 
the city, and to diftribute the remainder of his 
burthen among the threfholds of thofe doors, at 
which the witchcraft of jacobitifm has been 
molt fufpectcd to enter. 



Numb. 35. Thursday, Augujl 30, 1753. 
T? Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

THAT you may know who it is that offers 
you his correfpondence, and how qualified 
I am to make a figure in the world, I lhall let 
you into the fecret of my birth and hiftory. 

I have the honour to be defcended from 
the ancient family of the Limbertongues in 
Staffordfhire. My grandfather was of the ca- 
binet with Oliver Cromwell ; but unfortunately 
happening to whifper a fecret of fome importance 
to his wife, the affair unaccountably became pub- 
lic, and fentence of difmiiTion was immediately 

pafled 
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paffed' upon him. My father was decypheret; to 
king William. It was by his diligence and ad- 
drefs that the aflaffination plot and fome other' 
combination? in that reign were brought to light. 
But being fomewhat too officious in his zeal, he 
was fufpe£ied of betraying the fecrets of his of- 
fice (the better, as is fuppofed, to infinuate him- 
felf into thofe of the oppofition) and was difcard- 
ed with difgrace. With a fortune barely fuffi- 
cient for fupport, he retired to his native village ■ 
in Stafford ihire ; and foon after marrying the 
daughter of an unbeneficed clergyman in the 
neighbourhood, he had iffue male, the writer of 
this letter. 

My earlieft infancy gave indications of an in- 
qurfitive mind ; and it was my father's care to 
implant in me, with the firft knowledge of words* 
an infatiable defire to communicate. At twelve 
years old I difcovered the frailty of a maiden 1 
aunt, and brought the curate of the parifh into 
difgrace. A young lady of uncommon difcre*' 
tion, who boarded in the family, was fo delighted 
with the ftory, that (he made me a party in all 1 
her vifits, to give me new occafions of relating - 
it : but happening one evening to fteal a little 
abruptly upon the retirement of this lady, I difco-^' 
vered her in the prettieft familiarity imaginable* 
with the harlequin of a ftrolling company. 

It was about this time that a fever carried my; 
mother to her grave* My father for fome weeks ; 
was inconfolable : but making an acquaintance 
with an innkeeper's daughter in the village, and 
marrying her foon after, he became the gayeft 
man alive. By the direction of my new mo* 
ther, who, for unknown reafons, grew Jincafe 

Vol. I. K at 
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at my prying difpofition, I was fentenced to a 
grammar fchool at iifty miles diftance. Mortified 
as I was at firft, I began early to relifh this 
change of life. A new world was opened to me 
for difcovery : I wormed myfdf into the fecrtts 
of every boy, and made immediate information 
to the matter. Many were the whippings upon 
thcfe occafions ; but as my heart always felt for 
the miichiefs of my tongue, I was the nrft to con- 
dole with the fujtercr, and efcaped fufpicion by 
my humanity. But all human enjoyments are 
tranfitory. It happened in the courfe of my dis- 
coveries, that by a perverfe boy's denying the fad 
he was charged with, I was unfortunately called 
up to give evidence againft him ; and though I 
delivered it with the ftri£tcft regard to truth, I 
found the whole fchool in combination againft 
me, and every one branding me with the name 

of TELL-TALE. 

From this unlucky accident, hardly a day 
parted, but I was called upon to anfwer facts 
which I never committed, and was as certainly 
punifhed for denying them. I was buffeted and 
abufed by every body, and then whipt for quar- 
relling ; or if any thing was miffing in the fchool, 
it wasconftantly found in one of my coat pockets, 
or locked up fafcly in my trunk. During this 
continued ftate of perfecution, I wrote repeatedly 
to my father for leave to return horn? : but the 
government of that family was transferred, and 
admittance to it, even at common vacation times, 
denied me. At the end of five years, however, 
and, as you will foon be informed, to my utter 
difgrace, I obtained the favour of paiSng the 
Chriftmas holidays at home. 

The 
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The morning after my arrival, I perceived at 
breakfaft, by the demure looks of the maid, and 
now and then a fide wink at her miftrefs, that 
there were fecrets in the family. It was not 
long before I difcovered fome particular fami- 
liarities between my mother-in-law and a fpruce 
ex ci fern an in the neighbourhood. The room I 
lay in was the next to her's ; but unadvi fed ly at- 
tempting a fmall peep hole in the wainfcot, 1 un- 
luckily bored through the face of my father's pic- 
ture, which hung on the other fide ; by which 
misfortune I underwent the tnorthication of a 
difcovery, and the fevereft difcipline I ever felt. 
Stung with the reproaches I met with from this 
adventure, I doubled my afliduities, and had the 
fatisfaction of finding one afternoon in the gar- 
den, that the excifeman and my mother were 
made of the very fame flefh and blood with the 
curate and my aunt. My father happening to 
be engaged at the next village, I had time to gcj 
from houfe to houfe to inform the parifh of his 
difgrace : but how great was my furprize, when 
at my return home, inftead of gaining credit to 
my frory, my mother had art enough to turn the 
mjfehief upon myfelf, and to get me driven out 
of doors as the moil wicked of incendiaries ! 

Enraged as I was at my father's inhuma- 
nity, I fell upon my knees in the ftreet, and 
made a foltmn oath never to enter his doors 
again, whatever mifery might be the confequence. 
With this refolution, and fomewhatmore than a 
guinea in my pocket (which I had faved from 
the benefactions of fome particular friends at my 
return from fchool) I took the road, by moon- 
light, for.London. Nothing remarkable occurred 
K 2 to 
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to me on the way, till the laft mile of my jour- 
ney ; when joining company with a very civil 
gentleman, who was kind enough to conduit me* 
over the fields from Iflington, and giving him a 
hiftory of my life, I found this humane itranger 
fo touched with my misfortunes, as to offer me 
a bed at his own houfe, and a fupply of whatever 
money I wanted, till provifion could be made for 
me. Such unexpected generofity drew tears from 
me. I thanked him for his gooanefs ; and {hew- 
ing him my guinea, which was yet unbroken, I 
told him the favour of his houfe would be fuffi- 
cient obligation. I was indeed a little furprized 
to find at that very inftant my benefactor's piftol 
at my breaft, and a menace of immediate death, 
if I refufed to deliver : but you will imagine, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, that I could withhold nothing 
from fo kind a friend 5 and obligations being thus 
mutual between us, he left me to purfue nay 
way with a few half-pence in my pocket. 

To particularize my diftreffes on my firft arri- > 
val in town, would be to write a volume inftead 
of a letter. In a fhort time my inquifitive talents 
were taken notice of, and I commenced buflnefs 
in the poft of retainer to a bailiff's follower : but 
forgetting that fecrecy was neceffary to my com- 
mimon, I communicated my errand wherever I 
was fent upon the look-out, and cave many a 
fine gentleman time to efcape. Tms employ- 
ment, though of fhort duration, got me a natural 
intereft among the lawyers ; and by the merit of 
fbholarfhip, as well as writing a tolerable hand, 
J fucceeded in time to the fmart poft of clerk to 
a follicitor. But here too it was my misfortune 
to be a little too unguarded in my difcoveries % 

for 
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for happening fometimes to be fent abroad with 
bills of colt for bufinefs netfer done, and fees never 
paid, I found it impoflible to conceal any thing 
from the clients, and was difcarded as a betrayer 
of my mailer's fecrets. In the courfe of a tew 
years I was obliged to combat., neceflity in the 
various chara&ers of a poet, a ballad-finger, a 
foldier, a tooth-drawer, a mountebank, ana&or, 
and a travelling tutor to a Buck. In this laft 
poft I might have lived with eafe and profit, if I 
could have concealed from my pupil that he waft 
the plague of every country he came to, and the 
difgrace of his own. By gradual progreflion, 
and having acquired fome knowledge of French, 
I rofe in time to be affiftant fecretary to an envoy 
abroad. Here it was that my enquiring minis 
began to be of fervice to me ; but happening in 
a few months to make difcovery of certain trans- 
actions, not much to the honour of my matter, 
and being dete£ed in tranfmitting them to mv 
friends in England, I was difcarded from my ori- 
fice with contempt and beggary> Upon this 6c- 
cafion my neceffities hurried me to an a£l: of 
guilt, that my confcience will for ever upbraid 
me with : for being thus deferted in a country 
where charity was unfafhionable, and reduced to- 
the very point of ftarving, I renounced my reli-r 
gion for breads and became a brother of the 
Mendicants of St. Francis. Under the fari&ity 
of this habit, and from the example of the bro- 
therhood, I led a life of profligacy and wanton- 
nefs. But though my confcience was fubdued, 
my tongue retained its freedom : for it was any 
misfortune one day, through ignorance of my 
company,, to betray the fecrets of a lady's con* 
K 3 feffion 
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feftion to her own hufband. The ftory beg2n to 
fpread •, and it was by a fort of miracle, that I 
found the means of efcaping with life. 

At my return into England, I made a folemn 
renunciation of my apoftacy ; and by the favour 
of a certain great man, became of confequence 
enough for the fervice of a minrfterial writer. 
My performances for Jbrae time were highly ap- 
plauded : but being a little too fond of commu- 
nicating obje&ions for the fake of anfwering 
them, 1 was accufed of weakening die caufe, and 
ordered to look out for other employment. En- 
raged at the injuftice of this treatment, I devoted 
my pen to the fervice of patriotifm ; but being 
fomewhat indifcreet in my zeal, and occafion- 
ally hinting to the world that my employers 
were only contending for power, I md the fen- 
fence of difmiffion pafled upon me for inad- 
vertency. 

Being thus driven from all employment, and 
neither inclined nor able to conquer the bent of 
my mind, I began ferioufly to confider how I 
might turn this very difpofition to advantage. In 
z-\t mid it of thefe reflections it occurred to me 
that the ladies were naturally open-hearted like 
myfelf, and that if I tendered them my fervices, 
and fupplied them with fcandal upon all their ac- 
quaintance, I might find my account in it. But 
us wicked as this town is thought to be, and as 
knowing as I was in what was doing in it, I foon 
found that the real occurrences ot life were too 
inlipid for the attention of thefe fair ones, dnd 
mat I muft add invention to fa<Ss, or be looked 
upon as a trifler. I accordingly laid about me 
with all my might, and by a judicious mixture 

of 
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of truth and lies, fucaeeded fo well, that in lefs 
than two months I carried off a dowager of qua- 
lity, and am at prefent a very refigned widower 
with a handfome fortune. 

This, fir, is my hiftory j and as I cannot 
keep any thing that I know, and as I know ar- 
moft every thing that people would wifh to keep,. 
I intend myfelf the honour of corresponding 
with you often -, and am, Sir, 

Tour rnoft humble firvant\ 
NlC. LlMBERTONGUE* 

I accept of Mr. Limbertongue's corres- 
pondence with all my heart* The varieties* he 
has experienced will enable him to furnifh tifeful 
cautions, and inftru&ive entertainment. The 
ladies will be taught to avoid fcandal by virtue ; 
and the men either to reform or conceal their 
vices, while the tell-tale is abroad. 

Numb. 36. Thumday, Sef1emBert 3 1753/ 

IW A S formerly acquainted with a very hontft 
old gentleman, who as often as he was afked 
at the tavern how his wife did, never failed to af- 
fure us, " that he did not come abroad to be 
" put in mind of his wife." I could wifh with 
all my heart that thofe perfons who are married 
to the town for at lead eight months in the year, 
would, upon their removal into the country ? for- 
get the amufements of it,- and attach themfelvcs 
to thofe pleafures which are to be found in 
groves and gardens, in exercife and temperance. 
K 4 But 
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But as fond as we are of variety, and as pleafing. 
as the changes of the fcafons are generally ac- 
knowledged to be, it is obfervable that in all the 
large villages near London, the Cummer feems 
only to be endured, as it is made to refemble the 
winter in town. Routs, vifits, aflemblies, and 
meetings for drinking, are all the pleafures that 
are attended to ; while the meadows and corn- 
fields 

(IVhere the milk-mat d Jmgetb blithe y 
And the mower whets his fcythe) 

are neglected and defpifed. 

I have received a letter upon this fubjecl* 
which, for its candor and good fenfe, I fhalllay 
before ray readers for the fpeculation of to-day. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir,. 

In this feafon of universal migration, when, 
the fireworks at Marybone, affd the tin-works, 
of Vauxhall are deferted for the falutary fprings. 
of Tunbridge', Cheltenham and Scarborough ;. 
it would not l>e amifs, methinks, if you were to 
give us your opinion of thofe feats of idleriefs 
and pleamre, health and gaiety* Or fupppfe ypu 
fhould extend your views ftill farther, and tell 
us what you think in general of fummer amufe- • 
ments, and the fafliionable employments of rural, 
life ? To fupply in fome meafure this defefl, give 
me leave to acquaint you with the principal oc- 
currences that engaged my attention very lately^ 
in a ten days retirement, in the country. 

As. 
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As the friend I vifited was a man who had 
feen much of the world ; as his wife and daugh- 
ters were adorned with all the accomplifhments 
of genteel life ; and as they were* no lefs admired 
for their underftandings than their perfons ; my 
expe&ation was raifed and flattered with the 
pleafing, yet reafonable thought, of paffing my 
time with no lefs improvement than delight,, in 
a fituation where art and- nature confpired to in- 
dulge my utmoft wiihes. But how grievoufly 
difappointed was I to find, that whenever I walk- 
ed out I muft walk, alone ;.' and even then was 
fure to be reproached ; in the afternoon, for 
rifing before the. bottle was out; and in the 
evening, for breaking a fet at cards 1 The former 
part of my conduct difobliged the men, and the 
latter offended the ladies. Scarce, could I reach; 
the end of the avenue before my friend, with a 
gentle rebuke, fummqned me back to give a 
toaft ; and hardly could I contemplate the vie\ar 
from the terrafs, before mifs Kitty would Come 
running to. tell me that the rubber was up, and 
that it was my turn to cut in. This, I dotrbt, 
is too general a complaint to be foon redpefied * 
yet it is not lefs a grievance.. That perfon* fa 
well qualified &r giving and receiving the plea- 
fures of converfation, mould thus agree to banifh 
thought (at leafty all fuhjeds that are worth the 
thinking of.) muft be almofl: incredible to thofe 
who are unacquainted with polite life. That a 
feafon, in which all the beauties of nature ap* 
pear to fuch advantage,. (houf4> be thus thrown 
away, and as much disregarded as the depth of 
winter, leems utterly inexcufable, and in fome 
degree immoral. u How,, thought Lto myfdfy, 
K s ^ u caa 



vJ> T II E W O R L D. N* 36* 

" can talents defigncd for the nobleft purposes 
44 be thus perverted to the meaneft I Is it the 
44 fole province of wit to give toafts, and of 
44 beauty to fhufflc cards ? How are the faculties 
44 of reafon fufpended, while thofe of paffion 
44 alone prevail ! Since it is no lefs certain that 
44 the fwetteft temper may be deftroyed by cards* 
44 than that the beft cpnftitution may be ruined 
44 by wine." Thefe were my ufual reflections as 
I returned to my company, chagrined and difap* 
pointed at the lofs of a walk, which, though a 
folitary one, I (hould always prefer to the plea- 
Cures of the bottle, or a party at wbift by day- 
light, io the beft affembly in England. 

£s fo good, Mr. Fitz-Adam* as to efpoufc the 
caufe of injured nature, and remonftrate loudly 
againft this enormous barbarity of killing the 
fummer. Let cards prevail in winter, and in ci- 
ties only ; too much of them do we fee in this 
great town to defire them elfewhere. Let drink- 
ing be confined to election dinners and corpora- 
tion feafts, and not continue (as it too much does) 
imperceptibly to make havock of our private fa- 
milies. Allure the ladies, the young ones L 
mean, that however their mothers may inftruct 
tfcem by. example, or whatever they themfelve* 
may think, anxiety and difappointment, hope 
ana fear,, are no improvers of their beauty. : that 
Venus never kept her court at a rout ; and that 
the arrows of Cupid are not winged with cards,. 
het them take but one walk, and the milk-maid 
that gives them a fillabub at the end of it, will; 
convince them that air and exercife are the true 
prefervatives of health and beauty,, and will add. 
more lively bloom and fcefher rofes to their. 
3 cheeks, 
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cheeks, than all the rouge of French art, or all the 
flufh of Englifh avarice. Inform the men, if they 
know it not already, that though they may eftetm 
therafelves fober when they are not dead drunk, 
and pofiibly may never be in a ftate of intoxica- 
tion, yet drinking to any degree of excefs will, 
certainly hurt, if not totally ruin their constitu- 
tions, and be the Aire, though perhaps flow, oc*~ 
cafionsof rheumatifms, gouts, dropfies, and death, 
itfelf. Many inftances of this will occur in the 
fphere of every one's acquaintance ; and if fome 
of the deceafed have lived fifty or frxty years, it 
is hardly to be doubted, that had this barbarous 
cuftom never prevailed, their lives might have 
been extended to at leaft feventy or eighty. 

In fhort, while thefe practices continue, by 
which every rural delight is entirely loft, country 
feats may be efteemed an idle expence, and ah 
ufelefs burthen. London is certainly the fitted 
place for either the bottle or cards : it is there 
that the gentlemen may purfue the one, and the 
ladies the other, without being interrupted by 
fuch troublefome guefts as myfelf, who may be 
now and then defirous of picking a nofegay,. or of 
liftcning to the nightingale. Tor in vain does 
nature Tavifh her charms,, if they are thus neg- 
lected ; in vain do the birds fing, if no one hears 
them ; and. in vain do the flowers blow, if 



• they blow unfeen, 



And utafte their jweetxefe pn the defert din. 

But if thefe polite perfons will continue to rev 

fide in the fummer at their country feats, merely 

becauie it is the fafhion, it would be no unfriendly 

K 6. office 
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o&ce to fpare them the mortification of continiv- 
ally gazing upon unwelcome obje£ts. In order 
therefore to fix their attention to the moft impor- 
tant concerns, I would humbly propofe (and I 
doubt not but the propofal will meet with their 
approbation) that immediately after dinner the 
windows be clofed, and the light of the fun be 
exchanged for that of wax candles ; by which, 
means the gentlemen over their bottle in one 
room, may uninterruptedly harangue on hounds 
and horfes, while the ladies in another may be 
{hut up till midnight with cards and counters. 
And that the latter .may be fpared the difquiet of 
having recourfe on a Sunday to fields and gar r 
dens (I mean if their mamma's or Jiuiband.s 
fliould happen to be fo enthufiaftically rigid as ta 
forbid gaming upon that day) let it be lawful foe 
them to lie a-bed and ftudy Mr.. H*yle.. 

I am, Sir, 

Tour mo/I bumble [truant., 

Rusticus^ 



Numb. 37. Thursday, September 13, 1753.. 

rp H E following letter is written with fi> 
jL much nature and fimplicity, that, rather 
than curtail it of its length, I have thought pro- 
per (as I once did before) ta extend my paper to 
another half-fheet* 

3 To* 
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To Mr. Fits-Adam*. 

Sir,, 

I am the widow of a merchant, with whonr 
I lived happily* and in affluence for many years*. 
We had no children, and when he died he left 
me all he had; but his affairs were fo involved, 
that the balance which I received, after having, 
gone through much expeace and trouble, was no 
more than one thousand pounds* This fum - 1 
placed in the hands of a friend of my hufband's,. 
who was reckoned a good man in the city, and 
who allowed me an intereft of four per cent, for 
my capital ; and with: this forty pounds a-year I 
retired and boarded in a village about a hundred 
miles from London. 

Therh was an old lady of great fortune in that 
neighbourhood, who viuted often at the houfe 
where I lodged : fhe protended, after & fhort ac- 
quaintance,, to take a great liking to me : fhe 
profeffed a friendfhip for me, and at length per- 
fuaded me to come and live with her. 

Between the time of taking this my refolu- 
tion and putting it into execution* I was infomv- 
ed that this lady, whom I (hall call Lady Mary, 
was very unequal in her humours, and treated her 
inferiors and dependents with that infolence 
which fhe imagined her fuperior fortune gave her 
a right to make ufe of- 

But as I was neither her relation nor depen- 
dent, and as all that I defired frorn her was com- 
mon civility, I thought that whenever, her lady- 
fhip or her boufe became difagreeable to me, I 
could retire to my old quarters* and live in the 

fame 
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feme manner as I did before I became acquainted 
With her ; and upon the ftrength of this reafon- 
ing I packed up my cloaths, paid oft* my lodgings r 
and was conveyed by my Lady Mary in her own 
tioach to the manfion houfe. 

For the firft year {he treated me with civility 
-and confidence j but in that time I could not 
ftelp obferving that fhe had no affection for any- 
body. I found out that (he did not love her 
neareft relation, who were highly eftcemcd by 
mil the reft of the neighbourhood ; and therefore 
I gave but litde credit to all the proteftations of 
friendfhip which (he was continually making to 
me* 

She told me all that fhe knew r and more than, 
{he knew ; and infinuated to me, that I was to 
look upon the truft fhe repofed in me as the 
ftrongeft • proof of the higheft friendship. But 
thefe infmuations loft their effect ; for I knew by 
.experience, that there are many people,, of which 
number her ladyfhtp was one, that often have a 
need to unbofom themfelves, who muft have 
fomebody to impart their fecrets to, and who 
when they know any thing that ought not to he 
told, are never at eafe till they tell it.. 

But to proceed in my ftory. One day, when 
her ladyfhip had treated me with uncommon kind- 
nefs, for my having taken her part in a difputc 
with one of her relations,. I received a letter from 
London to inform me that the perfon in whofe 
hands I had placed my fortune, and who till that 
time had paid* my intercft money very exa&ly, 
was broke, and had fled the kingaom. 

Lady Mary in her fits of friendlhip had of- 
fered me prefents, and perhaps the oftener,.. be- 

caufe 
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caufe I always refufed them. She had fometimes 
told me how defirous {he was to do me good ift 
any thing that lav within her power. But in 
fhofe days I had the inexpreflible happinefs of 
having no wife or view beyond what my little 
fortune cow fid afford me ; and I was truly fenfible- 
©f, and blefled in, the heart-felt fatisfa<Srton of in- 
dependence. Imagine then, fir, what I felt at* the 
receipt of the above-mentioned letter. All that I 
(hall fay to you about what it produced, is, that I 
took my refolution immediately. I carried the 
letter in my hand to Lady Mary ; but before I 
gave it to her, I told her* that I had never doubt- 
ed the ftncerity of her friendfeip, and that I was 
thoroughly fenfable of the kindnefe with which 
{he treated me. I put her in- mind of the prefents 
which (he had offered me, and added* that while 
I was not in want of her afliftance, I thought it 
wrong to accept of them ; but that the. time was 
now come 'when her friendfliip was likely to be- 
come my only fupport ;' that- it would be unjuft 
in me to fufped that I {hould not receive it ; and 
that the letter I then gave her would tell her all, 
and fpare my tears. 

Hbr ladyship immediately read it over vfrith 
more attention than emotion : but after return- 
ing it to me,, {he embraced me* and aflured me 
in a condoling voice,, that however great my 
misfortunes might be, fee could not help feeling, 
feme fatisfaAion in. thinking* that it was in her 
power to alleviate them, by giving me proofs of 
her unalterable friendfeip ; that her houfe, her 
table, her fervants, {hould always continue to be 
mine ; that we (hould never part while we lived,, 
and that I (hould. feel no change ta my con* 

ditioQ 
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dition from this unhappy alteration of my cir- 
cumftances. 

To any body that knew her ladyfliip lefs than 
I did, thefe words would have afforded matter 
of great confolation ; but when I retired to my 
chamber, and reflected upon my jfraft and pre- 
terit lltuation, I faw that I had every thing to 
regret in the one, and very little to hope for from 
the other ; and the following day convinced me 
of the manner in which I was to lead my future 
life. 

Whenever Lady Mary (poke to- me > (he had 
hitherto called me Mrs. Trmtoan ; but the very 
next morning at breakfaft flie left out Mrs. and 
upon no greater provocation than breaking a tea- 
cup, £he made me thoroughly fenfible of her fu~ 
periority and my dependence. " Lord,, Tru- , 
" man,, you are fo awkward ! Pray be more care- 
" ful for the future, or we (hall not live long 
" together. Do you think I can afford to have 
" my china broke at this rate, and maintain you, 
** into the bargain ?**; 

From this moment I was obliged to drop the 
name and character of friend, which I had hither- 
to maintained with a little dignity, and to take up 
that which the French call complaifante^ and the 
Engliih humble companion. But it did not flop 
here > for in a week I was reduced to be as mi* 
ferable a toad-eater as any in Great Britain, 
which ia the ftrifteft fenfe of the word is zfer- 
vant ; except that the toah-eater has the ho- 
nour of dining with my lady, and the misfortune 
of receiving no wages. 

The beginning of my fervitudewas being em- 
ployed in .(mail bufinefe in her ladyihip's own 

grefencLV 
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prefence. Truman, fetch this ; Truman, carry 
that j Truman, ring the bell ; Truman, fill up 
the pot ; Truman, pour out the coffee ; Tru- 
man, ftir the fire ; Truman, call a fervant ; 
Truman, get me a glafe of water, and put me 
in mind to take my drops. 

The fecond part of my ferviee was harder. I' 
was. a good houfewifej I underftood preferying, 
pickling, and paftry, perfectly well ; I was no 
bad milliner, and I was very well fkilled in the 
management of a dairy. All thefe little talents I 
had frequently produced, fome times for my own 
amufement, . and fometimes to make my court 
to my lady. But now what had been my diver- 
sion became my employment: my lady could 
touch no fweet-meat, pickle, tart,, or cheeie-cako, 
,but what was the work of my hands. I made up 
all her linen ; I mended and fometimes wafhed 
her lace; the butter (he eats every morning is all 
of my churning, and I make every, flip-coat 
cheefe that is brought to her table : and if any 
of thefe my various works mifcarry, I am fOolded 
or pouted at, as much as if I was hired and paid 
for every branch of the different employments to 
which I am put. 

This degradation of. mine has not efcaped 
the eyes of the quick-fighted fervants. The 
change in my flotation has produced a total on* 
in their behaviour. -There is. hardly a chatnberr 
maid that will bring me up a bottle of water intp 
my room*, or a footman that will give me a glafs 
of fmall beer at dinner. 

I must now rive you an account of certain re- 

filations which! am enjoined to obferve at table, 
am abfolutely forbid to tafte any difh that is ea.tr 

abte 
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able cold as well as hot, or that may be hafhed 
for fupper. By this I am prevented from eating 
of moil difhes that come before us* I muft ne- 
ver tafle boiled or roaft beef; and ham and ve- 
nlfon pafty are equally contraband* Fowls, 
chicken, and all forts of game, come under the 
article of prohibited goods ; and though I fee 
brawn and fturgeon fervod up every day during 
the whole winter, I am no more the better for 
them than Tantalus was for hU apples; and 
really fometimes I eat as little as thofe who dine 
with duke Humphry, or as Sancho did when he 
was made governor of Barataria. To this I may- 
add, that I have not tafted a glafs of wine in our 
houfe for fome years, and that punch, btfhop, 
cool tankard, and negus are equally denied me ; 
and I never muft touch any fruit, unlefs when I 
am to preferve it. 

The rewards I receive for the fervice I do, and 
Ac reftramt which I fubmit to* confift in having 
' the enjoyment of the mere neceflaries of life, pro- 
Tided you exclude money out of the number. I 
am cfoathedout of Lady Mary's wardrobe ; and I 
<bave offended Mrs. Pinup, -her ladyfhip's woman > 
paft all forgivenefs, becaufe her ladyfhip chufes, 
that I fhould not go naked about the houfe. 

Not being much ufed to a coach, I am ge- 
nerally fick with fitting backwards in one. This 
my lady knows perfe&ly well ; but fince I en- 
tered into my ftate of dependence, I am con- 
stantly obliged to let her fit forwards alone in 
the -daily airings that we take upon- the adjacent 
-common. 

You have already feen, fir, that I do the work 
trf moft of the fervants in the houfe : but I muft 

now 
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now defcend a little lower, and acquaint you 
with fome abjeclr employments, which I am 
forced to fubmit to. 

I ha vi alreadv hinted to you that my lady 
has no real friencnhip for either man or woman. 
Her affe&ions are fettled upon the brute crea- 
tion, for whom (he exprefles incredible tender- 
nefs. You would take her monkey to be her 
eldeft fon, by the care fhe (hews of him ; and fhe 
could not be more indulgent to her favourite 
daughter than (he is to her lap-dog 4 fhe has a 
real friendship for her parrot ; and the other day 
fhe expreffed much more joy at the fafe delivery 
of a beloved cat, than die had done, fome 
months before, at the birth of her grandfon. 

It is 1 my province to tend, wait upon, ami 
ferve this favourite part of the family. I arh 
made anfwerable for all their faults ; and if any 
of them are fick, it ia I that am to blame, it 
was through my' negligence that Pug broke my 
lady's fineft fet of china ; and my forgetting to 
rive V«ny her dinner was the occafion of thte 
Sear creature's illhefe. Poll's filence is often at- 
tributed to my til ufage ; and the flxurder of two 
or three kittens has been moft unjuftfy laid to 
my charge, 

I now come to fome grievances of another 
kind, which I am almoft afhamed to own, but 
which are neceffary to be told. 

My lady has, for the humour in her eyes (by 
the by, I make all her eye-water) three iflues ^ 
one in each arm^ and one in her back. Now it 
happened that her own woman being one day 
eonfined to her bed, I was defired to perform the 
operation of dreffing them in her flead ; and un- 
fortunately 
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fortunately I acquitted myfelf of the talk fo much 
to my lady's fatisfa&ion, that Mrs. Pinup has 
been turned out of that office, which is given to 
me, and I am,afraidit is a place for life. 

There was another thing happened tome laft 
year, which deferves to be inferted in this letter, 
and which, though it made me cry, will, I am 
afraid, make. other people laugh. 

Lady Mary, out of the few teeth (he has left, 
had one, that had the impudence toake and keep 
her ladyfhip awake for two nights together ;. 
upon this, Mr. Mercy the furgeon was fent for > 
who, upon viewing the affected part, declared 
immediately for extraction. This put my lady 
into a terrible agony: fhe declared fhe nevef 
ixad a tooth drawn in her life, and that fhe could 
never be brought to undergo it, unlefs fhe fatr 
the feme operation performed upon fomebodyelfe 
in her prefence. Upon this all the fervants 
were fummoned', and fhe endeavoured to perfuade 
then? one after another to have a tooth drawn for 
her fervice 5 but they all refufed, and chofe rax 
tber to Jofe their places than their teeth., Lady 
Mary addrefled herfelf to me, and conjured 
me by the long friendfhip that had fubfuledbe T 
tween Us, ahd by all the obligations I had al T 
ready to her, and thofe fhe was determined to 
confer upon me, to grant her this requeft. J 
blufh to tell you that 1 yielded, and parted with 
a fine white found tooth : but what will you fay 
when I alfo tell you, that after I had loft mine, 
Mr. Mercy was at laft fent away without drawing 
her ladyfhip's ? 

Lady Mary takes great quantities of phyfic, 
and part of my bufinefs is to prepare and make, 

up. 
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up the dofes ; but what is ftill worfe, her lady-' 
(hip will fwallow nothing till I have tafted it in 
her prefence. I alfo make and adminifter all the 
water-gruel that fhe drinks with her phyfic, and 
am forced to attend her with camomile tea, when 
fhe takes a vomit. This laft is hard duty, as 
it not only makes me conftantly fick, but as of- 
ten ftains my only gown and apron. 

I have now, fir, done with all my bodily 
hardfhips, and {hall proceed to a grievance, whicn 
lies heavier on me than all I have already men- 
tioned ; I mean that perpetual facrifice ot truth, 
which I am forced to make for her ladyfhip's 
fervice. 

Lady Mary is about fixty-five, and labours 
under a vice, which fometimes perfons of the. 
fame fex and age are fubjed to ; I mean that of 
telling Ion? and improbable ftories. She has a 
fine invention, which often, carries her beyond 
the bounds even of poflibility. She deals large- 
ly in the marvellous, arid whenever fhe perceives 
tnat fhe has made the company flare a little 
too much, fhe conftantly appeals to me for the 
truth of a faft which I never heard before ; but 
of which I am declared to have been an eye- 
witness. 

Another grievance is, that my lady being 
much the richeft perfon in the neighbourhood, is 
thoroughly convinced that nobody of an inferior 
fortune tran ever be in the right in any difpute 
which may happen between diem ; and as her 
ladyfhip's arguments are generally very weak, fo 
her paflions are very ftrong ; and what fhe wants 
in reafon, fhe makes up in anger, which fome- 

time* 
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times rifes to abufe : and in all thefe difputes, (be 
never fails to apply to me as an equitable judge, 
for my decifion of the conteft ; which appeal 
being accompanied with one of colonel Her- 
nando's looks, fentence is immediately pro- 
nounced in her favour ; for what can reafon or 
argument do againft fear and poverty i Thefe 
unjuft judgments have made all the neighbours 
my enemies, who imagine alfo that, by this be- 
haviour of mine, I muft be highly in my lady's 
good graces ; fo that they hate what they ought 
to companionate, and envy what they fhould 
rather pity. -It is the fame cafe in every quar- 
rel that happens between her lady {hip and her 
own relations. I am made the witnefs and 
judge in every caufe; and I own very freely 
that my teftimony is generally falfe, and my 
judgment partial : fo that upon the whole, my 
neighbours hate me*, the family deteft me, and 
my lady herfelf does not love, and cannot efteem 
me. 

You are now, fir, fully informed of the 
wretched life I lead ; and as I dare fay that there 
are many who pafs their days exa&ly in the 
fame manner, you will do them and me a lin- 
gular fervice by printing this letter. My lady 
takes in your paper, and lends it about to all the 
neighbours ; and there are fome features of my 
condition too ftrongly drawn to be miftaken by 
any of my acquaintance. A common likeneis 
would not have been fufficient : but fuch a ca- 
ricature as I have painted, mull ftrike and be 
known at firft fight, and perhaps may contribute 
to change my fcene for a- better. But one thing 

I am 
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I am Aire of, which is, that no alteration that 
can happen to me from the publifhing this paper, 
-can be for the worfe. 

I am, Sir, 

Tour moji obedient* 
bumble fervant, 
Mary Truman. 

Numb. 38. Thursday, September 20, 1753. 

£*;'/;; tifoffffi; 5/?, *£/ »*» ei muha Juperfunt^ 
£t dminum feilunt) et frofunt furibus.— 

Hor. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

THERE is a fpecies of luxury, which, 
though you muft often have obferved, I 
do not find that you have hitherto taken notice 
of. I mean that extravagance of expence, which 
people of all ranks and conditions are daily run- 
ning into in the article of furniture. In the 
houfes of the great (not to mention the profufion 
of French ornament, and coftly glitter of everv 
room) the meaneft utenfils of the kitchen are afl 
of plate. But it is not upon the follies of other 
people that I am going to defcant 5 it is of myfelf 
and my country-houfe, or rather of my wife and 
her villa, that I intend to be particular. The 
houfe I am fpeaking of, together with a very 
confiderable eftate, was left me by an uncle in 
the city, with whom I had. lived from the age of 

fix teen. 
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ftxtecrf. As he intended me for trade, you may 
be fure he gave me no other education (a little 
fchool learning excepted) than what was necef* 
faryto a compting-houfe. But finding myfelf 
at his death in poffeflion of a plentiful fortune, I 
refolved to commence gentleman \ and accord- 
ingly difpofed of my effe&s in bufmefs, and took 
a houfe at the other end of the town. 

Here I became acquainted with a lady of 
quality, who, though fhe had the higheft no- 
tions of birth, yet from fo trifling a circumftance 
as want of fortune, condefcendedto give me her 
hand, notwithstanding the meannefs of my fa- 
mily, and the difference of our educations As 
I thought myfeif extremely honoured by an al- 
liance with (o great a lady, 1'gave the manage- 
ment of every, thing into her hands, and grew as 
indolent as if I had really been a man of fafhion. 
My "wife was a woman of exceeding fine 
taste, as it is called 5 or in other words, ond 
who liked to have every thing about her in the 
neweft and moft expenfive manner. As foon as 
I brought her to my country-heufe, rethought 
fhe would have fainted away at the fight of my 
furniture 5 the whole of it (to ufe her own words) 
was fo frightful, fo odious, and fooutof taste ! 
Her upholfWer muft be fent for that inftant ! for 
there was no enduring life in the midft of fo much 
antiquated lumber. I forgot to tell you that I 
had entirely new-furnifhed the houfe about three 
months before j but though every thing was ex- 
tremely good and neat, I muft do my wife the 
juftice to own, there was very little in it but 
wbat was of real ufe. Early the next day down 
comes the upholfterer. " Lord, Mr. .Kifang/*. 

fays 
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fays fhe, " I am glad you are* come* Pray reft 
4t yourfelf a little ; but I am afraid you can't find 
<(t a chair fit for a ckriftiah to fit down upon* 
** Such feats \ fuch backs ! fuch legs ! fuch, — 
" but they are fo of a piece with the reft of the 
*' furniture ! ■ ■ ■ ■ Dear Kifang, I am glad 
* c you are come !" So without waiting for his 
reply, or fuffering him to fit down, (he conduct 
ed him through atl the apartments, except the 
offices, which indeed fhe has never once con- 
descended to vifit fince her becoming miftrefs of 
my famHy. 

Mr. Kifang, who is faid to be of Chinefe ex*> 
tra&km, and who muft be allowed to understand 
his bufinefs as well as any man alive, agreed per- 
fectly with her la'fhip, and obferved, " that fuch 
* c out-of-fafliion things might do 'well enough 
u for a citizen ; but that perfons of quality and 
*' diftinftion, who had a taste and all that, 
' i€ fhould have fomethkig foreign and fuperb, and 
i€ quite in another-guefs fort of a manner." In 
(hort, fir, by the indefatigable zeal of this Chi- 
nefe upholfterer, in about four months my houfe 
was entirely new furnifhed ; but fo difguned- and 
altered, that I hardly knew it again. There is 
not a bed, a table, a chair, or even a grate, that 
is not twifted into fo many ridiculous and gro- 
tefque figures, and fo decorated with the heads* 
beaks, wings, and claws of birds and beafts, that 
Milton's 

Gorgons, and hydras, and thimaras dlre f 

aire not to-be compared with them. Every room 

is completely covered with- a Wilton carpet-, I 

Vol. I, L fuppofb 
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fuppofe to fave the floors, which are all new- 
laid, and in the moft expenfiye manner. In each 
of thefe rooms is* pair or two of ftands, fup- 
ported by different figures of men or beafts, on 
which are placed branches Qf Chelfea china, re- 
prefenting lions, beam, and other animals, hold- 
ing in- their months or paws fprigs of bays, 
orange, or myrtle 5 among the leaves of which 
are fixed fockets for the reception of wax candles, 
which by difperfing the light among the foliage, 
I own, make a very agreeable appearance. But 
I can fee no ufe for the lions and bears : to fay 
the truth, I cannot help thinking it a little unna- 
tural ; for it is well known that all kinds of la- 
vages are afraid of fire. But this I fubmit to 
you ; having obferved of late feveral wild beafts 
exhibited on the ftage, without their fhewing the 
leaft furprize at the lamps, or even at the Joud 
fhouts of applaufe which have been bellowed up- 
on them frQm the galleries. The upper apart- 
ments of my houfe, which were before hand- 
fomely wainfcoted, are now hung with the rich- 
eft Chinefe and India paper, where all the powers 
of fancy are exhaufted in a. thoufand fantaftic 
figures of birds, beafts, and fifties, which never 
had exiftence. And what adds to the curiofity 
is, that the fifties are feen flying in the air, or 
perching upon the trees ; which puts me in mind 
of a pailage I learnt at fchool (for I have not ab- 
folutely forgot my latin) 

Delphinum dppingit fylvis — 

the oddnefs of which, I fuppofe, was the reafon 
of my remembering it. 

3 The 
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The beft, or, as my wife calls it, the (rate 
bedchamber, is furnifhed in a manner that has 
half undone me. The hangings are white fatten, 
with French flowers and artificial mofs ftuck up- 
on it with gum, and interfperfed with ten thou- 
fand fpangles, beads, and (hells. The bed (lands, 
in an alcove, at the top of which are painted 
Cupids ftrewing flowers and fprinkling perfumes. 
This is divided from the room by two twifttd 
pillars, adorned with wreathes of flowers, and in- 
termixed with fhell-work. In this apartment 
there is a cabinet of moft curious workmanfliip, 
highly finifhed with (tones, gems, and (hells, di(~. 
pofed in fuch a manner as to reprefeiit feveral forts 
of flowers. The top of this cabinet is adorned 
with a prodigious pyramid of china of all colours, 
(hapes, and iizes. At every corner of the room 
are great jars filled with dried leaves of rofes arid 
jeflamine. The chimney-piece alfo (and indeed 
every one in the houfe) is covered with immenfe 
quantities of china of various figures ; among 
which are Talapoins and Bonzes, and all the re- 
ligious orders of the eaft. \ 

The next room that prefents itfelf is my wife's 
drefling room ; but I will not attempt to defcribc 
it to you minutely, it is i'o full of trinkets. The 
walls are covered round with looking-glafs, in- 
terfperfed with pictures made of mofs, butterflies* 
and fea- weeds. Under a very magnificent Chi- 
nefe canopy ftands the toilette, furniftied with a 
fet of boxes of gilt plate, for combs, brumes, 
paints, paftes, patches, pomatums, powders 
white grey and blue, bottles of hungary, lavender 
and orange-flower water, and, in (hort, all the 
apparatus for difguifing beauty. Here (he con- 
1* 2 (tantly 
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ftantly pays her devotions two hours every morn- 
ing ; but what kind of divinity (he adores, may 
be fafer for you to guefs than for me to tell. By 
this time I imagine you will conceive my houte 
to be much fuller of furniture than my head. 
Alas ! fir, I am but a hufband, and my wife is 
a woman of quality. But I could fubmit with 
fcme degree of patience to all this folly and ex- 
pence, if my children (and I have two fine boys 
aud a girl) were not either kept clofe prifoners in 
the nurfery, or driven into the kitchen among the 
fervants, to prevent their playing about the 
looms, and making havock of the crockery. 

I have a thoufand other curiofities in my 
boufe, of which I neither know the ufes nor the 
names. But I cannot help mentioning the gra- 
vel walks, rivers, groves, and temples, which on 
a'grand 4ay make their appearance at the deflert. 
For you are not to fuppofe that all this profufion 
of ornament is only to gratify my wife's curiofity ; 
it is meant as a preparative to the greateft happi- 
riefs of life, that of feeing company. And 1 af- 
fure you flic gives above twenty entertainments 
in a year to people for whom fhe has no manner 
of regard, for no other xeafon in the world than 
to fhew them her houfe. In fhort, fir, it is be- 
come fo great a fight that I am no longer mafter 
of it j being continually driven from room to 
room, to give opportunity for ftrangers to ad- 
mire it. But as we have lately miffed a favourite 
Chinefe tumbler, and fome other valuable move- 
ables, we have entertained thoughts of confining 
the fhow to one day in the week, and of admit- 
ting no perfons whatfoeyer without tickets; unlefs 
they happen tp be acquainted with the names, 

at 



N° 38. THE'WOH t>. aft 

at leaft, of fome of my wife's relations* For my 
own part, if every thing in the houfe was ftolen, 
it would give me lefs concern than I have felt for 
many years paft at every India fale, or at the 
fhorteft vifit thatfhe has made at Deard's : for 
I find to my forroW t that as my furniture in- 
creafes, my acres diminifh ; and that a new fa- 
ftiion never fails of producing a frefh mort- 
gage. 

If you think my cafe may be of fervice to any 
of thofe hufbands who. are unhappy enough to be 
married to wives of taste, you have free leave 
to publifh it from, 

Sir, 

lour mofi bumble fervanf v 
Samuel Simple. 



Numb. 39. Thursday, September 27, 175 J. 

IH A V E received no. lefs than four letters 
from my friend Nic. Limbertongue, fince 
laft Thurfaay was three weeks, at which time I 
had the honour of exhibiting his character and 
hiftory in this paper. But all I dare do with 
thefe letters is, to give a fhort abftraft of them to 
my readers; my mend having entered fo mi- 
nutely into family fecrets, and (as he allures me 
upon his honour) with the ftrifteft regard to 
truth, that I myfelf fhould be the tell-tale 
if I gave them to the public in the manner I re- 
ceived them. 

In the firft of thefe letters he gives me the hi- 
ftory of the third lying-in of a young lady of fa- 
ir 3 ihion 
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fhion near St. James's, who is at prefent only in 
her nineteenth year, and who lives with a very 
pious old aunt, and pafies for a pattern of mo- 
defty and virtue. He alfo favours me with the 
names and characters of two gentlemen, who 
have the honour, feparately, of paifing the even- 

. ing with this young lady, without either fufpecV 
ing the other of being any thing more than a vi- 
Cting acquaintance. 

The fecond letter contains the fecret memoirs 
of a woman of quality, whofe hufband is juft up- 
on the point of parting with her for indiscre- 
tion. Till the reading of this letter I confefs 
myfelf to have had a very inadequate idea of the 
meaning of this word. To be indiscreet, it 
feems, is for a married woman to liften to the 
addreffes of one, two, or half a dozen lovers j to 
make afiignations with them feparately ; to de- 
clare her hatred to her hufband, and to admit 

'. her faid lovers to every liberty but one. All this, 
provided the lady be detected in fome of her clofeft ' 
familiarities, is to be iNDfscREET : and though 
the virtue of fuch a lady is not to be called in 
queftion, yet every body has a right to fay, that 
fhe has been guilty of indiscretions. 

My friend's third letter is a good deal too 
waggifh for' the fobriety of this paper. It is the 
hiftory of a parfon and his two maids, whom he 
calls kachel and Leah. To fay the truth, I have 
another rcafon for fuppreffing this letter, which 
is, that the doctor happens to be the reclor of 
my own parifh, and (letting Rachel and Leah, 
:snd eating and drinking, out of the* queftion) is 

. really a very continent and abftemious man. 

The 
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. The fourth and laft -letter is a voyage from 
Vauxhall to Whitehall, in a dark night under a 
tilt, performed by perfons of diilinftion of both 
fexes. All that I ihall inform my readers of this 
voyage, is, that it appears from the journal of it 
(which was kept by one of the paitengers, and 
communicated to my friend) to have been a very 
indiscreet one > and that in the latitude of 
Weftminfter-bridge, Mifs Kitty, a young coun- 
try beauty of eighteen, was heard to fay with 
great quicknefs to a colonel of the guards, who 
fat next to her, " Be quiet, fir !" and to accom- 
pany her words with fo fmart a flap on the face, 
that the center arch rung again ; upon which her 
aunt, who was one of the party, took occafion 
to obferve, -* c That her niece would always be 
a country girl, and know nothing of the world." 

Having now taken iufficient notice of my 
friend Limbertongue's letters, I fhall leave 
my readers to animadvert upon them, and devote 
the remainder of this paperto a female correfpon- 
dent. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I am a young woman, born to no great for- 
tune, but from the indulgence of my parents, am 
fo happy as. to enjoy the advantages of a good 
education. I have really a handfome face, have 
a natural gentility about me, walk as well as 
any body, and am told by my mother, and have 
heard it whifpered a thoufand times by the maids, 
that I am a clever girl. 

L 4 It 
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It was my fortune fome time ago, when I was 
upon a vifit.in the country, to make a hole in agen- 
jtieman's heart, as he fat in the next pew to me at 
church > and as I am above difguifes, I fliall 
confefs very freely that. I was equally ftruck. I 
took a pleafure in looking at him from the Arft mo- 
ment I faw him ; and it was no trifling fatisfa&ion * 
to me, that as often as I dared fquint that way,.! 
found his eyes to be fixed fully upon mine. 

As he was known to the lady at whofe houfe 
J was entertained, it was matter of no great dif- 
ficulty for him to introduce himfelf to my ac- 
quaintance. I enquired into his character, and 
was told that he was a gentleman addi&ed to no. 
.kind of vice; that his fortune was a very hand- 
fome one * that he had great fenfifeility and gene* 
rofity ; but that he was extremely quick-fighted 
to the foibks of women, J veas not much pfaafed 
with this laft information ; but having a pretty 
good opinion of myfelf, I did not doubt that I 
fhould fo hamper him with difcretion and beau- 
ty, that he could not poflibly efcape me.. 

To be as fhort as I can, he foon made propo^ 
fals to me in form, which, after the ufual nefita- 
tions, were in form accepted. My parents were 
written to upon the occafion, and every thing 
was preparing for our happinefs, when Alphonfa 
(for fo I fhall call him) was unfortunately fum~ 
moned to a diftant part of the country, to attend 
the laft moments of a near relation. There wasi 
no difobeying this cruel fummons ; and with a 
thoufand proteftations of unalterable love, away 
he went. 

During his abfence, which happened to be- 
much longer than, I believe* either of us wiflbed^ 

the 
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it on came up among the ladies of wearing 

owns off the fhoulders ; and though my 

1 was rather of the browneft, and I had alio 

fortune of having a large fear acrofs my 

m, 1 immediately pared away fix inches of my 

s before and behind, and prefented myfelf to 

tt his return in all the nakednefs of the fa- 

' ' ■ >n . I was indeed greatly aftonifhed, that as he 

running into my arms with all the eagernefs 

1 long-abfent lover, he ftopt of a fudden to fur-- 

nc, and after giving me only a cold falute, and 

uiring how I did, (at himfeif down for about 

artcr of an hour, and then wifhed me a 

good night. 

really never occurred to me, towhatacci- 
t I was to attribute fo mortifying a change, 
rly the next morning I was let into the fe- 
rt by the following letter.. 
Madam, 
To have but one defeat in your whole per- 
mi, and to difplay it to the world with fo 
much pains, is to betray a want of that pru- 
lence, without which the married ftate is ge- 
nerally a ftate of mifery. I muft therefore take 
* the liberty of telling you, that my laft vifit 
1 was paijyefterday, and that my laft letter 
1 waits only till I have fubferibed myfelf, 
Madam, 
Tmr moji obedient humble fervant^ 

" Alphonso."' 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, into 
what aukward confufion and diftrefs this letter 
rrw me. At firft I reproached the inconftancy 
f lover, and called him the bafeft and moil 
L 5 perfidious. 
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perfidious of men ; but when my paflion was 
abated, and I began ferioufly to reflect, upon my 
incautious behaviour, I could not help allowing 
that he had reafon on his fide ; though I hope 
you will be of opinion, that his letter is a little 
too mortifying, and his refolution too hafty. 

Some months have elapfed fince I have worn 
the willow ; and I have at prefent hardly any ex- 
pedition of being reftored to grace : though if 
Alphonfo had thought it worth his while to make 
any enquiries about me, he would have known, 
that ever fince the difcovery of that fatal fear 
(which I can allure him upon my honour was 
only occafioned by a burn) I have worn my ftays 
as nigh, and pinned my gown as decently, as his 
hard heart would defire : and notwithstanding 
the very warm weather we have had this fum- 
mer, I nave never made a vifit, or appeared any 
where in public, but' in a double handkerchief 
and that too pinned under my chin. 

I have tworeafons, fir, for troubling you with 
this letter, and defiring your publication of it. 
The firft is, that my lover may fee how penitent 
I "am for my fault ; and the fecond, to do fervice 
tr> two ladies of my acquaintance ; one of which 
has a moft difconfolate length of face, which fhe 
makes abfolutely frightful by wearing *he poke 
of her cap quite back to her pole ; the other, wiffi 
the feet and legs of a Welch porter, is for ever 
tripping it along the Mall in white fhoes and 
fhort petticoats. If I cannot benefit myfelf, it 
will be fome little fatisfaftion to have heen a 
warning to my friends. I am, Sir, 

Tour mojl unfortunate humble fervent, 

Celimena. 
P.S. 
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P. S. Since my writing this letter I have 
fome diftant hope that iriy lover may come about 
again; having been informed of a faying of his 
to a friend, " That in fpite of the fear upon 
" my bofom, my appearance that night put hini 
" in mind of a book lately publifhed, tailed 
" Heaven open to all men" 

Numb. 40. Thursday, Oftober 4, 1753. 

OF all the eaftern ftories that have hitherto 
made their appearance in Englifh, there is 
not one that conveys fo perfect and beautiful a 
moral as that of the prince Ruzvanichad and the 
princefs Cheheriftany, in the firft volume of the 
Perfian Talcs. Ruzvanfchad was king of China, 
and Cheheriftany princefs of an ifland of Genies. 
They fell deiperately in love with each other, 
and after the ufual delays, were married in due 
form in the ifland of Cheheriftian, where the lady 
was queen. But before the folemnization of this 
marriage, the princefs of the Genies addreffed 
the king of China in the follow manner. " I 
" am not going, faid (he, to make your majefty 
" any unreafonable requeft, though the power 
" I have ever you, and the fuperioiity of my na- 
" ture, claim obedience in all th ngs ; I fhall 
" only demand a promifefrom you, thit for the 
" honour of your queen, and fcr bu: mutual 
" happinefs, you will blindly con ply with me 
" in every thing I have a mind to d>. Thp 
" Genies are never in the wrong. If therefore 
" at any time my a£Hons fhould happen toap- 
L 6 "pear 
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*« pear unaccountable and extravagant, /ay 
** within yourfelves, my wife has reaibn for 
* c what (he does: for it if impoffible that we 
f ( fhould live together in love and harmony, un~ 
* c lefs you implicitly believe that I am always in 
? c the right." The king, according to the uni- 
verfal cuftom of lovers, prpmifed very readily to 
think in all things as his princefs would nave 
him; and the marriage was celebrated with a& 
imaginable fplendor. 

The fequel of the flory informs us r that hir 
majefty of China did not abfolutely keep his 
royal promife; for that upon certain trifling oc- 
cafions, fuch, for inftance, as the queen's fling- 
ing her fon into the fire, gtving her daughter to 
be devoured by a wild beaft, deftroying the pro- 
vifions of his whole army, and the like (which 
are only allegorical expreffions, fignifyng a. 
mamma's giving up her fon to the nre of his 
paflions, carrying her daughter to the mafque* 
rade, and confuming the lubftance ef her huf- 
band) he not only thought her in the wrong, 
but had the rafhnefs to tell her fo. Here 
begins the mifery of this royal and once happy 
couple; the queen feparates herfelf from her 
hufband, and at the end of ten whole years,, 
confents to cohabitation upon no other terms than 
a renewal of the old promife, ratified by an oath* 
The ftory adds, that the king of China, having 
feen his error, never failed to acknowledge the 
wifdom of his queen in all (he did, and that they 
lived to an extreme old age, the happieft monarchy, 
of the eaft. 

If every hufband in England was to read this< 
ftory night and morning till he had got it by 

hearty. 
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heart; and, in imitation of the king of China, if 
he would confider himfelf as a mere ion of Adam, 
and his wife of the fuperior nature of theGenies,, 
the happinefs of his life would in all probability 
be fecuced : fo* I am fully perfuaded that all die 
infelicities of the married ftate are occafioned by 
men's finding fault with the conduit of their 
wives, and imagining themfelves to be fitter for. 
government than for obedience. 

For my own part, I have always looked upon 
the hulband to be the head of his wife, juft in the 
fame manner as a fountain is the head of a ftream ^ 
which only finds fupplies for its wanderings,, 
without dire&ing the currtnt which way it fhall: 
flow. It may poffiWy be objeded that wives, 
are commanded in a certain book, called the 
Bible, to be obedient to their hufbands ; but 
a lady of my acquaintance, who is a great cafuift 
in divinity, feems to have fet this matter in a 
true light, by obferving, that as moft of the com- 
mentators upon the New Teftyment have agreed; 
that fome of its particular commands and pro- 
hibitions are merely local and temporary, and' 
intended only as cautions to the chriftians againft 
giying fcandal. to the jews and heathens, among, 
whom they lived; fhe makes jio manner of doubt 
that obedience to hufbands Was among the num- 
ber of thefe commands, and that it might be right, 
toobferve it in the infancy, of chriftianity, but not * 
now. 

Many perfons,. as well chriftians as others,, 
are of opinion, that to command is neither Ae 
province of the wife nor the hufband; and that 
to advife or intreat is all that either has a right 
to*. But this I take to he wrong policy ; for aa 

every 
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every private family is a little ftate within itfelf, 
there fhould be a fuperior and laws, or all will 
be anarchy and confufion : and as it is indifpu- 
table that the wife knows more of family affairs 
than the hufband, there is no reafon in the world 
for taking the command out of her hands. 
. Everybody fees that when men keep mif- 
trefles they commence fubjecls under an abfolute 
tyranny; and that a wife mould have lefs autho- 
rity, is, in my own private opinion, a very bad 
cafe ; efpecially if it be coniidered, that me is 
not only one flefh with her hufband, but, as 
the universal phrafe is, his better part. 
Everybody knows too, that good-humour in a 
wife is the moft neceffary*of all the virtues to 
fecure the happinefs of a hufband ; and how is 
her good humour to be preferved, if fhe is to be 
under perpetual controul ? It is no new difcovery, 
that the firft wifh of a woman is "power ; if 
therefore you give the fcepter into her hand, and 
in treat her to fay and do according to her own 
good pleafure, it will be almoft impofuble for her 
to be always out of temper. 

But the fubordination of hufbands will ap- 
pear to be of greater neceiTity, if it be conftdered 
how unfit almoft every man is to govern himfelf. 
I have known hufbands of hopeful difpofitions, 
who, from being left entirely to their own ma- 
nagement, have run into every excefs of riot and 
debauchery ; when it has been obvious, that had 
their wives exerted the proper authority over 
them, they would have made the fobereft and 
meekeft men alive. How thankful therefore 
ought we to be, that our wives are inclined to 
take upon themfelves the troublefome office of 

govern- 
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government;, and to leave to their hufbands the 
eafy duty of obedience, which a child of fix years 
old is as capable of performing, as his father of 
forty! 

I have indeed heard it objected, that all wo- 
men are not fufiiciently qualified for the govern- 
ment of their hufbands. But by whom is this 
objection made ? By fome obftinate old bache- 
lor, who, for want of converfing with the fex, has 
formed very erroneous opinions of their dignity 
and abilities. To decide this queftion, I would 
only appeal to thofe hufbands, who have lived 
in a conftant ffate of fubjeclion to their wives ; 
and if any one of them dare tell me that he has 
once wifhed to be his own matter, I will be a 
bachelor in unbelief. It has alfo been objected, 
that the tyranny of a wife may fometimes be a* 
little more abfolute than the hufband may wifh 
it to be : but it has always been a maxim, that 
2fn abfolute monarchy is the beft, provided that 
we know, and have a right of chufing our ruler , 
the hufband therefore fhould be fatisfied with a 
.fmall extenfion of the prerogative, whofe mo- 
narch is not only of his own chufing, but one 
whom he has courted to reign over him. 

It is matter of no fmall fatisfaclion to me, 
that by vindicating the fovereignty of the ladies, 
I am doing fervice to my king and country j for 
while men are kept under a continued rote of 
fubje£tion at home, they will fubmit with more 
alacrity to the laws, and feel a deficiency of 
thofe fpirits, which for want of proper controul, 
might lead them into riots, infurreclions,. and 
rebellions. It were to be wifhed indeed that the 
ladies would drop the ftudy of national politics, 

and 
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and confine themfelves to family government- 
•nlv : for while a hufband h ho other than the 
vaflal of his wifey a female jacobite (unlefs fhe 
fhould happen to be ugly or an old maid) may be 
& dangerous creature, I (hall therefore conclude 
this paper by recommending it to the admini- 
ftration to have a particular eye to thofe femina- 
ries t>f female learning, known by the name of 
boarding schools. It might not be improper 
if the oaths of allegiance and abjuration were to 
Be adminiftered to the fuperiors and madtmoifelles 
of fuch colleges, or if the head of his prefent ma- 
jefty king George was to be worked by every 
pretty mils at the bottom of her fampler. 



Numb. 41. Thursday, Oftober 11, 1753.. 

AS the writers of the two following letters 
are of a fex for which I have thefincereft 
regard and veneration, I have made no delay in- 
committing them to the prefs, not doubting but 
the evils they complain of will excite the attend 
tion of my readers. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir,> 

. I am a very hearty old maid of feventy-three ; 
but I have a parcel of impertinent nephews and 
nieces j who, becaufe I have kept my good hu- 
mour,* will needs have it that I have parted with 
fomething elfe. Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, be fo 
kind as to tell thefe gracelefs relations of mine, 
that it is not impoflible for a woman to have two 

virtues. 
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virtues at a time ; and that ihe may be merry 
and chaste, as well as merry and wise. Bat 
as I am always to be teazed upon this fubjeft, I 
have fome thoughts of renouncing my virginity, 
to fecure my good-humour; for 1 am afraid that 
by contending with them fyery day for what they 
fey I have loft,, I {hall run the hazard of lofing 
in reality what they allow me to poflefs. I beg 
your advice in this critical affair, and am, 
Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
Prudentia Holdfast* 

In anlwer to Mifs Holdfaft,. I mall only fay* 
that if I was to be teazed out of my virginity, it 
(hould be by the moft impudent fellow living, 
(boner than by thefe uadutiful relations.. 

Mr* Fit*-Adamv 
I am a young woman of fafhion, and a gflfcflt 
admirer of a town life. But it has been my 
misfortune, for thefe three months paft, to be 
condemned to the odious country, and the more 
odious diverfions of it : and this in compliance to 
an old-faflxioned aunt, who, excepting her two 
daughters, and the company they keep, is the. 
moft odious thing of all. But it is not for the 
lake of abuiing mj friends, or of ridiculing the 
country, that I trouble you with this letter ; I 
have really efcaped fuch dangers, in this retire- 
ment, that I mean it as a Caution to my fex 
againft giving up the innocent amufements of a. 
town life, for the. deftru&ive pleasures of woods, 
and {hades. 

Ij&aj* 
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I had hardly been a week at my aunt's be- 
fore I loft all the delicacy of quality; and from 
the paleft complexion in the world, and no ap- 
petite (the beft proofs of high birth, and of keep- 
ing good company) I began to look as ro(y as a 
milk-maid, and to eat like a plough-boy. 1 (hall 
never forget the aukward compliments that were 
made me upon thofe defects ; but a new morti- 
fication fucceeded, which removed me ftill farther 
from upper life, and had like to have killed me. 
I began abfolutely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to grow 
fat. What was to be done now ? Why I muft 
walk forfooth ! I wondered they did not bid me 
fly; for to a woman of condition, who had never 
ftirred out of doors but in her chair, flying feemed 
as eafy as walking. But my difeafe was defperate, 
and 10 muft be my cure : in fhort, they taught 
me how to walk, arid in lefs than a- week I verify 
believe I had travelled a mile. 

And now I was teazed upon another account. 
My coufins, who were grown quite intimate 
with me, and who were what they call neat 
girls, were perpetually finding fault with th« 
loofenefs of my morning drefs. I really pitied 
their ignorance, but could hardly forbear laughing 
when 1 faw them come down as prim to breakfaft, 
as if they were drefTed for vifitors. It was in 
vain for me to tell them that women of faftiion 
were above fuch regards ; I was again forced to 
comply, and to flick pins into my cloaths, as if 
dreffing for a drum. 

"I am* far from denying that air, exercife, and 
neatnefs contributed to my health ; but I remem- 
ber with confufion the alteration they produced. 
I had lived in the polite circle to the age of five- 
and- twenty without conceiving an idea of the 

other 



N° 41. T H E W O R L D. 259 

other fex, any farther than what related to thdr 
ufe in public places, a treat upon the water, or 
a party at Brag. Indeed the perpetual hurry of 
a town life puts all other things quite out of one's 
head. But idlenefs is the root of all evil. In 
lefs than a fortnight my heart told me that I had 
paflions as well as appetites* To dear plainly 
with you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, for want of fomething 
to do, I fell defperately in love. With fhame 
I confefs it, I was caught I know not how : for 
my ruftic, though he paid me particular regards, 
and was a handfbme fellow of a good eftate, had 
no one accomplifhment upon earth to recoro- 
. mend* him to a woman of fafliion. His educa- 
. tion had been at the univerfity, where he had 
. purfued nothing but his ftudies. He knew no- 
body in town but people whom nobody knows ; 
. had been at court but once ; detefted play, and 
had no ideas of routs and drums. His virtues (for 
, my aunt and coufins were continually talking of 
. them) reached no farther than a little charity to 
the poor j a vaft deal of what they call good-na- 
ture ; abundance of duty to the old lady his mo- 
ther, and a ridiculous fondnefs for a fifter, who 
was one of the plaineft women I ever faw. But 
in affairs of gallantry, or the fafhions of the 
town, he was as ignorant as a Hottentot. He 
would fomefimes, indeed, make a party with us 
at Whift for half-crowns, which he called deep 
. play ; but as to fhuffiing, fuzzing, changing of 
feats, hints to- a partner, fetting up honours 
without holding them, and the like, which are 
the effentials of the game, he was an abfoluie 
ideot. He confidered cards, he faid, only as an 
amufement, and was perfectly indifferent whe- 
ther 
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ther he won or loft. Yet in fpitc of myfelf, arid: 
fo contemptible an animal, I was really in love 
with him. Nay, fo entirely did he poflefs me,, 
that I contrived to be ill, and to keep my cham- 
ber three mornings together, to engage him 
alone. But would you think it, Mr. Fita- 
Adam ; if he approached to touch my hand, I 
had fuch frights and fears about me, that I hard- 
ly knew where I was. I trembled at every word 
he fpoke to me* ; and had he offered at thofe 
trifling liberties, which every fine gentleman is 
admitted to in town, and which the ftri&eft mo- 
defty would only cry pifh at, I verily believe I 
fhould have died* Ifot his country education 
was the faving of my life, Hfo intentions, I per- 
ceived, were to make a wife of me; a character, 
which of all characters in the world I had the 
.greateft arcrfton to; as, in. all probability, it 
Would conned me with the ealrea Of a raothser^ 
and a thoufand ridiculous duties and affections* 
^that a well-bred Womah has really ho time for* 
Yet this deplorable creature I had certainly been* 
if he had not all of a fudden (for what reafon'I 
know not, unlefs he thinks it a crime for a lady 
to be a little witty upon the Bible) taken a crot- 
chet into his head of treating me like a ftranger* 
The man is moft evidently mad ; for inftead of 
directing all his difcourfe to me as ufiial, he is, 
forever caballing with my youngeft coufln, and 
talking by the hour in praife of a country educa- 
tion. 

But, thanks to my ftars, there is a place 
called London - r where, in a very few weeks, the 
bufinefs of play, and the amufements of polite 
Life* ihall cure all my folly, and reftore me ta 

my; 
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my complexion. I (hall fly to the Brag-table as 
to an afylum againft the paifions. It is there 
that love is never thought of. The men have 
no defigns, nor the women temptations. It 
puts me in mind of the ftate of innocence which 
our firft parents fell from: The fexes may meet 
naked, and not be aihamed, nor even know that, 
they are naked. 

It would take up too much of your paper to 
enforce the advantages of play, by laying be- 
fore you the evils it prevents. Scandal was never 
heard of at a card-table : The queftion when we 
meet is not, who loft her honour laft night ? but 
who her money ? We never go to church to 
ridicule the parfons, or ftay at home to be, the 
plague of huftands or fervants. In fhort, if wo- 
men would efcape tbepurfuits of men, the drud- 
gery of wives, the cares of parents, and the 
plagues of home, their fecurity is play. I 
know of nothing that can be faid againft it, but 
that it may poflibly lead to, ill-nature* quarrels, 
cheating, and ruin. 

I am, Sir, 
Tour conftant reader , 

and moft humble fervant, 
Sophia Shuffle. 

Numb. 42. Thursday, Ottoberii, 1753. 

T T is a common phrafe, when we fpeak of a 

I perfon who has nothing remarkably bad in 

his difpofition, that he is a good fort of a man * 

. but of thefe good fort of men there are multitude* 

6 tp 
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to be met with, wha are more troublefome and " 
oftenfivc than a (Warm of gnats within one's 
bed-curtains. 

A good fort of a man is fometimes he, who 
from ihallownels of parts and a narrow education, 
believes every action of mankind, that is not cal- 
culated to promote fome pious or virtuous end, 
to be blameable and vicious. He prefcribes to 
himfelf rules for the conduct of life, and cen- 
fures thofe who differ from him as immoral or 
irreligious. Walking in the fields on a Sunday, 
or taking up "a news-paper, is an offence againft 
Heaven. 1 have heard a young lady feverely re- 
primanded for reading a Spectator upon that day: 
and I have known it prophefied of a boy of eignt 
years old, that he would certainly be an. Atheift, 
for having written God with a little g, and Devil 
with a great D. In the opinion of this good fort 
of a man, to fay, Lord blefs me, is a breach of 
the third commandment ; and to affirm, upon on/ 5 
wordy that this or that thing is true or falfe, is 
downright fwearing. 

To fuch characters as thefe, the infidelity of 
others may in fome meafure be owing. To 
avoid one extreme we are apt to run into an- 
other; and becanfe one man happens to believe a 
great deal too much, another is determined to 
believe nothing at all. 

During the uiurpation of Cromwell, we 
were a nation of pfalm-fingers ; which is thebeft 
reafon 1 can give for the inundation cf bawdy 
ibngs that poured in upon us at the reftoration : 
for though the king and his court were indefati- 
gable in the propagation of wantonnefs (and 
everybody knows how apt men are to copy the 

man- 
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manners of a court) they would have Found it a 
very hard tafk to debauch the whole kingdom, 
if it had not been a kingdom of enthufiafts. 

Another, though lefs mifchievous good fort 
of a man is he, who upon every occaiion, or 
upon no occafion at all, is teazing you with 
advice. This gentleman is generally a very 
grave perfonage, who happening either to' have 
out-lived his paffions, or to have been formed, 
without any, regulates all his actions by the rule, 
of prudence. He vilits you in a morning, and is 
ferry to hear you call tnofe perfons your friends 
who kept you at the King's-arms laft night af- 
ter the clock had ftruck twelve. He tells you. 
of an acquaintance of his, of a hundred and 
two years old, who was never up after fun-fet- 
ting, nor a-bed after fun-rifing. He informs 
you of thofe meats which are eafieft of digeftion, 
prefcribes water-gruel for your breakfaft, and 
harangues upon the poifon of made difhes. He 
knows who caught a fever by going upon the wa- 
ter, and can tell you of a young lady who had 
the rheumatifm in all her limbs by wearing an 
India perfian in the middle of October. If at a 
jovial meeting of friends, you happen to have 
drank a fingle glafs too much, he talks to you of 
dropfies and inflammations, and wonders that a 
man will buy pleafure in an evening, at the ha- 
zard of a heaa-ach in the morning. That fuch 
a perfon may really be a good fort of a man % and 
that he may give his adv \ce out of pure huma- 
nity, I am very ready to allow 5 but I cannot 
help thinking (and I am no advocate for intem- 
perance) that if it was not now-and-then for 
giving prudence the flip, and for a little harm- 
* ' • lefs 
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Ids playing the fool* life would be a very infipid 
thing. 

A third good fort of man, is one who calls 
upon you every day, and tells you what the 
people fay of you abroad* As how 4C Mr. Nokes 
44 was vfery warm in your praifes, and that Mr* 
44 Stiles agreed with him in opinion ; but that 
44 Mr. Roe and Mrs. Doe, who by the by pre- 
44 tend to be your friends, were continually com- 
44 ing in with one of their ill-natured ifs. But 
44 they are like the reft of the world. You have 
44 a thoufand enemies, though you do nothing 
4 « to deferve them. I wonder what could pro* 
44 voke Mr. A. to fall upon -you with fo much 
44 violence before lady B : but' then to hear Mr. 
44 C. and Mifs D. who are under fuch obliga- 
44 tions to you, join in the abufe, was what, I 
44 own, I aid not expeft. But there is no fince- 
44 rity among us : and I verily believe you have 
44 not a friend in the whole world befides myfelf." 
Thus does he run on, not only leflening you in 
your own opinion, but robbing you of the moft 
pleafing fatisfaclion of life, that of thinking your- 
self efteemed by thofe with whom you converfe. 
"IT you happen to be in any public character, the 
Lord have mercy upon you ! for unlefs you can 
flop your ears to the croakings of thefe ravens, 
you muft be miferable indeed. There are very 
few good fort of men that are more pernicious 
than thefe : for as almoft every man in the world 
is curious of knowing what another thinks of him, 
he is perpetually liftening to abufes uponhimfelf, 
till he grows a hater of his kind. It is for this 
reafon that dimmulation is often to be ranked 
among the virtues $ for if every man of your ao 

quaintance 
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quaintance, inftead of affuring you of his efteem 
and regard, was to tell you that he did not care 
a ftraw for you (which twenty to one is the truth) 
the motives to benevolence would be entirely 
deftroyed ; and though the " loving thofe that 
" hate us" be a precept of chriftianity, it would 
puzzle me to name a chriftian of my acquaint- 
ance, who has grace enough to pra&ife it, 

A fourth good fort of a man, and with whom 
I {hall conclude this paper, is the man of cere- 
mony. But as this character is drawn from the 
life by one of my correfpondents who has felt the 
inconvenience of it, I fhall give it to my readers 
in his own words. ^ 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I belong to a club of very honcfl: fellows in 
the city, who meet once a week to kill care and 
be innocently merry. Every one of us ufed to 
fmg his fong or tell his ftory for the entertain- 
ment of his friends, and to be good-naturedly jo- 
cofe upon the foibles of the company. But all 
our merriment has been at a ftand for fome time, 
by the admiflion of a new member, who it feems 
is a perfon of very fine breeding. You muft 
know that he is our fuperior in fortune ; from 
which confidcration we fhew him a great deal of 
rcfpecl. At his entrance into the club-room we 
all rife from our chairs, and it is not till he has 
paid his compliments, to each of us feparately, 
and kept us {landing- for near a quarter of an 
hour, that he entreats us to be feated. He then 
hopes we are all perfectly well, and that we 
caught no colds that day fe'nnight by walking 
home from the club \ for that the night was 

Vol. I. M f°ggy* 
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•foggy, or it was rainy, or it was cold, or it was 
fomething or other, that gave Rim a good deal of 
-pain till he faw us again. After we have all 
maHe our bows, an4 allured him of our exceed- 
ing good healths, the enquiry begins after our 
ladies and families. He is always (o unfortunate 
as to forget the number and names of our chil- 
dren, for which he moft heartily begs pardon, 
and hopes the dear little creatures, whom he has 
iiot the pleafure of knowing, will forgive him 
for his want of memory. The finiftiing this ce- 
remony generally takes us up about an hour; 
after which, as ne is the firft man of the club, it 
is ileceflary, in point of good-manners, that he 
(hould .find us in converfation ; and to fay the 
truth, fince his admiflion into our fociety, we 
have none of us a word to fay, unlefs it be in an- 
fwer to his enquiries. And now it is that we are 
entertained with the hiftory of a dinner at lady 
Fidfad's, at which were prefent lord and lady 
Lavender, fir Nicholas Picktooth, and a world 
of polite company. He names every difh to us 

. in the order it was placed, tells us how the com- 
pany was feated, tne compliments that paffed, 
and in fhort, every thing that was faid ; which, 
though it may be called polite converfation, is 
certainly the dulleft I ever heard in my life. By 
this time we generally begin to look upon our 

. watches; a bill is called for, and after a con- 
tention of about three minutes who (hall go out 
!aft, we return to our homes. 

This, fir, is the true hiftory of our once jo- 
vial club ; and as it is not impoflible that this 
well-bred gentleman may be a reader of the 
World, f trouble you with this letter, and en- 
treat 
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treat your publication of it ; for with fo much 
good-manners as he is undoubtedly matter of, he 
will abfent himfelf from our fociety when he 
knows how miferable he has made us, 

I am, Sir, 

Tour very humble fervant^ 
Francis Hearty. 

Numb. 43. Thursday, Ottober 25, 1753* 

I Have devoted to-day's paper to the mif- 
cellaneous produ&ions of fuch of my cor- 
refpondents as, in my own opinion, are either 
whimfical enough, o* witty enough, to be enter- 
taining to my readers. 

To Mr. FiTz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I am an Englishman and a pATfttot 1 , but • 
neither a Freeholder nor an Independent 
Whig. I am neither a Craftsman nor a 
Fool, but a Freethinker, and a Plain- 
dealer ; a fteady Champion for virtue, arid i 
(harp Protester againft vice. 

I am a daily. Inspector of my neighbours 
actions, and take a Monthly Review of my 
own ; yet do not aflume the title of Censor, or 
Guardian \ being contented with the office of 
Monitor or Remembrancer* My enemies 
neverthelefs will call me a Tatler, a Busy- 
body, an Impertinent, &c. 

Ma I ki& 
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I am a great Reader, and a Lover of polite 
literature. I am ibmetimes an Adventurer 
abroad, fometimes a Rambler at home, and 
rove like the Bee from Musjeum to Musjeum, 
in quell of knowledge and pleafure. 

I am an Occasional Writer too; in a 
fit of gaiety I am a Humourist, in a fit of fe^ 
rioufnefs a Moralist ; and when I am very- 
angry indeed, I scourge the age with all the 
-fpirit of a Busby. 

To conclude, I am not an idle Spectator, 
but a clofe Examiner of what pafles in the 
World, and Mr. Fitz-Adam's 

Admirer and ImmbU feryant y 
Philocosmos. 

This letter puts me in mind of the follow- 
ing advertifement in a late Daily Advertifer. 
44 Whereas Thomas Toovey, fnuffman, who is 
44 lately removed from the blackamoor's head in 
44 Piccadilly to the fhop, late the crown and 
44 dagger, three doors lower, and hopes for the 

, * 4 continuance of his friends cuftom" And 

there it ends. I fhould have been more obliged 
to my correfpondent, if after his Whereas that 
he was an Englishman, a Patriot, a Free- 
holder, &c. he had thought proper to inform 
me to what purpofe he was all this. But I have 
the pleafure of hoping that his epiftle i*s only an 
introdu&ory difcourfe to a larger work ; and as 
fuch I have given it to the public without ad- 
dition or amendment. 

Sir, 
If it would not be meddling with religion (a 
&bje& which you have declare? againft touching 

upon). 
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upon) I wifti you would recommend it to all rec- 
tors, vicars, and curates of parilhes, to omit the 
prayer, commonly' ufcd in the -pulpit before fer- 
mon, the petition for Jews, Turks, and Infi- 
dels. For as the Jews, fince a late a& of par- 
liament, are juftly detefted by the whole jiation ; 
and as it is flirewdly fufpe&ed that a bill is new 
in agitation for naturalizing the Turks, wife 
men are of opinion that it is no bufinefs of ours 
to be continually recommending fuch people in 
cur prayers. Indeed as for the Infidels, who 
are ©nly our own people, I mould make no 
fcruple of praying for them, if I did not know 
that perfons of fafhion do not care to hear them- 
felves named fo very particularly in the face of a 
congregation. I have the honour of an ac- 
quaintance with a lady of very fine undcrfhind- 
ing, who aflures me that the above-mentioned 
prayer is absolutely as terrible to her as being 
churched in public : for that (he never hears the 
word Infidel mentioned from the pulpit, with- 
out fancying herfelf the ftare of the whole rabble 
of believers. 

As it is certainly the duty of a clergyman to 
avoid giving offence to his parifhioners ; and as 
our hatred to the Jews, our alarms about the 
Turks, and the modefty of perfons of quality, 
are not to be overcome, I beg that you will not 
only infert this letter in the World, but that 
you will alfo give it as your opinion that the pe- 
tition fhould be omitted. 

I am, Sir, 

Tour moft humble fervent. 

I. M. 

M 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Now the theatres are open, and the town is in 
high expedition of feeing Pantomimes per- 
formed to the greateft advantage, it would not 
be improper if you would give us a -paper upon 
that iubjedh Your predeccflor the SpeAator, 
and the Tatler before him, ufed frequently to 
animadvert upon theatrical entertainments ; but 
sib thofc gentlemen had no taints for Panto- 
mime, and were partial to fuch entertainments 
as themfelves were able to produce, they treated 
the nobler compofitions with unwarrantable free- 
dom. Happy is it for us, that we live in an age 
of taste, when the dumb eloquence, and ma- 
nual wit and humour of Harlequin is juftly 
preferred to the whining of tragedy, or the vul- 
garity of comedy. But it grieves me, in an en- 
tertainment fo near perfection, to obferve certain 
indelicacies and indecorums, which, though they 
never fail of obtaining the approbation of the gal*- 
leFics, muft be extremely oftenfive to the polite- 
;>cfe of the boxes. The indelicacies I mean, ar«, 
the frequent and fignificant wriglings of Harle- 
quin's tail, and the affront that Pierot is apt 
tp put upon the modefty of Columbine, by 
Sometimes fuppofing, in his fearches for her lover, 
that ihe has hid him under her petticoats. That 
fuch a fuppofition would fee allowable in comedy, 
I am very ready to own ; the celebrated Mrs, 
Behn having given us in reality what is here on- 
ly fuppofetf. In a play of that delicate lady's, 
the wife, to conceal the gallant from the hufband, 
not only hide$ him under her petticoats, but, as 
Trulla did by Hudibras, ftraddles over him, and 
holding her hufband in difcourfe, walks backwards 

with 
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with her lover to the door ; where with a genteel 
love-kick fhe drfmiffes him from his hiding place. 
But that the chafte Columbine fhould be fuf- 
pc&cd of fuch indelicacy, or that Pierot fliould 
be fo audacious as to attempt the examination of 
premifes fo facred, is a folecifm in Pantomime. 
Another impurity that give* me almoft equal of* 
fence, is, Harlequin s tapping the neck or bor 
fom of his miftrefs, and then kiffing his fingers. 
I am apprehenfive that this behaviour is a little 
bordering upon wantonnefs j which, in the cha- 
racter of Harlequin, who is a foreigner, and a 
fine gentleman, and every thing agreeable, is as 
abfurd as it is immodeft. 

When thefe reformations can be brought 
about, every body muft allow that a Pantomime 
will be a rooft rational and inftru&ive entertain- 
ment j and k is to be hoped that none but prin- 
cipal performers will be fuffered to have a part 
in it. How pleafed will the town be this winter 
to read in one of the articles of news in the Pub- 
lic Advertifer, " We hear that at each of the 
" theatre* royal there is in entire new Panto- 
€ * mime now in rehearfal, and that the prirjci- 
" pal parts are to be performed by Mr. Garrick, 
" Mr. Woodward, Mr. Moflbp, Mrs. Cibbcr, 
** and Mrs. Pritchard, at l3rury-Lane ; and at 
V Covent-Garxlen by Mr. Quin, Mr. Lun, 
" Mr. Barry, Mifs Noffiter,. &c. It is not to* 
be doubted that a Pantomime fo acted would 
run through a whole feafon to the politeft as well 
as moft crowded audiences. Indeed, I have of- 
ten wondered at the good-humour of the town, 
that they can bear to fee night after night fo de- 
M 4 garit 
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gant an entertainment, with only one performer 
in it of real reputation. 

It was very well obferved by a perfon of qua- 
lity, " That if Mr. Addifon, Doftor Swift, and 
44 Mr. Pope were alive, and were unitedly to 
44 write a Pantomime evpry winter, provided 
44 Mr. Garrick and Mrs. Cibber were to do the 
44 principal parts, he verily believed there would 
44 not be a hundred people at any one rout in 
44 town, except it was of a Sunday." If it be 
from no other "confiderat ion than this, I am for 
having Pantomimes exhibited to the beft ad- 
vantage: and though we have no fuch Wits 
among us as his lordfhip was pleafed to name, we 
are reckoned to have as good Carpenters as 
any age has produced, and I take it, that the 
moft finking beauties of Pantomimic al com- 
position are to be afcribed to the Carpenter, 
more than to the Wit. 

I am, Sir, 

Your conftant reader , 
and mo/i bumble fervant, 

S.W. 

Numb. 44. Thursday, November i> 1753. 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

A J U S T L Y admired poet of our own 
times, fpeaking in reference to his art, 
tells us, that 

True 
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True wit is nature to advantage drefs'd. 

What oft was thought, hut ne'er fo well exprefs*d* 

The fame, it is prefumed, may be faid of al- 
moft every kind of writing. Europe is at prefent 
fo much enlightened, that it is hardly poffible to 
ftrike out a fingle notion abfolutely new, or 
which has never been touched upon by fomebody 
before us. Religion, philofophy, and morality \n . 
particular, have been fo thoroughly canvafled, 
that fuch as would treat upon thole lubje&s now, 
have fcarce any thing left them, but to fet fomc 
beaten thought in a different light, and like a 
fkilful cook, endeavour to make the fare of yefter- 
day palatable again to-day, by a various drefling* 
If it can be got down and digefted, there are al- 
ways hopes of conveying fame nourifhment ; and 
whether it be taken for turtle, or venifon ; 
pheafant, or moore-game; beef, 01 mutton,, is 
not a farthing's matter, fo it be refifhed by the 
gucfts. Whether I am poflefled of any part of 
this (kill* muft be left to the decifion of each per- 
fon's tafte. All I dare engage for is, that no un*- 
wholfome ingredient (hall enter into my compo- 
fition $ and if,' on the one hand,, it mould be infi- 
pid, on the other, it (hall be as harmlefe as a bit 
of dry bread. 

. B u t to my fubjec*h The comparifon of man's 
life to a journey, and the conclufions ufually 
drawn from thence, are not the lefs true, for be- 
ing trite and common. When we reflect, that to 
be exec/five anxious for the wealth, honours, and 
pleafures of this tranfitory world, is juft as ridir 
M 5 culous 
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culous as it woul4 be to torment ourfelvcs be* 
caufe our accommodations at an inn (which we 
ore to quit the next morning) are not fufiiciently 
fumptuous, the aptnefs of the allufion flares us 
mi the face : the affent is extorted while the mind 
dwells upon it : and people of every perfuafion r 
however they may disagree in other proportions,, 
concur in this, as in a felf-evident axiom. 

Yet herein do we refemble the cafe of him, 
who is faid in fcripture, to behold bis figure iiua 
glnfsy but ftrait forgettctb what manner of man be< 
was ; and, as if a fatality hung over us, our me- 
mories are ftill found worft, in the matter that 
concerns us raoft ; namely, in the acquifition of 
tranquillity, tkatfummum bonuwi on this fide 
the §rave. A heathen could tell us, that thf* 
kttfhmablft treafure lies at our feet ; but that we 
giddily ftumble over it, in the purfuit of bubbles. 
On thefe we beftow all our ftrenuous exertions ; 
the other has only indolent wifhes- 

But if we are candidates in earneft for this* 
temporal felicity, and which at the fame' 
time leads by the fmootheft road- to the cjkle*- 
tlal, the hrft ftep mould be to difcover what 
that is, which expofes- and- excludes it: and as it 
» utterly impoffible that two contraries mould 
peaceably inhabit the fame breaft,. let us refolv* 
to drive out. the aggreflbr. 

That perturbations of every kind ate capital; 
enemies to tranquillity,, fpeaks itfelf : but it 
may require fome fcrutiny to> difcern that the 
common parent from whence moft of thefe pro* 
<e#d, k Pride. I fay, moft of thefe; for if 
-want, pain* fear* and intemperance be excepted,, 

it 
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it is prefumed that few obftacles to ferenity can. 
be imagined, which are not fairly deducible from 
this fingle vice. 

The inimitable Mr. Addifon, in one of his 
Spectators, mentions guilt and atheifm, as tbc 
only warrantable precludes of chearfulness : 
nor is it here intended to controvert his fuperier 
judgment: this being merely an effay to prove 
that Pride is the great fource from whence al- 
moft every other fpecies of guilt flows. And at 
for atheifm, it may, I think, without much tor* 
taring the argument, be placed to the £une ae» 
count. 

But let us firft try the truth of this proposi- 
tion, upon a£bial, or practical vices, as diftin* 
guifhed from fpeculative errors ; and thence di£» 
cover to what degree they may be faid to hold cf 
Ms lady paramount 5 consequently, how far W^ 
are indebted to her for the miseries which fill the 
world with complaints.. 

Sickness, pain, fear, want, and intemperance, 
have already been excepted, as produ&ive of dis- 
orders in the foul, which derive not immediately 
from this origin : at leaft, it can hardly witn 
propriety be (aid, that a peribn is proud or a di& 
cafe* of cowardice, or of indigence; though if 
has been obferved, that feme have had the pre- 
poflerous folly to glory in -being lewd, a drunk- 
. acd, or a glutton. 

Whether human nature be capable of bear- 
ing up with chearfulnek and indolence againft. 
thefe evils ( feom what caufe foever arifing) ie a 
queftion foreign, to the prefent bufinefs, wnicfo in 
to excite every thinking perfort ftridly to examine 
the catalogue of vices, one by one) and then tp> ' 
M 6 .a*. 
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a(k his own heart what refembiance they bear to 
the prolific parent here afligned them ; and it is 
prefumed, that nothing more is necefiary than 
the holding; up the progeny to view, in order to 
a/certain their deicent* 

It may be gathered from the moft authentic 
teftimony, that her firft-born was ambition ; 
brought to light in the days of your namefake 
Adam* and ever fince, wnether clad in a red 
coat, and armed with a cymitar and firebrand, 
or in the more gentle habit of a fiateiman, cour- 
tier, beau, lawyer,, divine, ore. (till confefles the 
kindred in every feature and action. It is not 
very material in what order the fubfequent ifiiie 
were produced.. But that envy, hatred, malice, 
tyranny, anger, implacability, revenge, cruelty, 
impatience, obftinacy, violence, treachery, in-* 
gratitude, {elf-love, avarice, profufion ; together 
with the fmaller (hoots r detraction, impertinence, 
loquacity, petulance, affectation, ice. do all de- 
rive from this mater, eamjlia, will, I per- 
fuade rayfelf, moft evidently appear to a curious 
obferver. 

To enumerate the infinite difordcrs- and cala- 
mities that difperfe them (elves from this root, in- 
trude into every place, and are inceffant plagues* 
to individuals, as well as to fociety,. were an 
endlefs tafk. Who £hall tell the fecret pangs of 
the heart in which (he is planted ? But her bale- 
ful influence is difceraable, wherever tvao or three 
are gathered together. Even at the altar, and 
whilft the tongue, in compliance with the ritual,. 
is uttering the moft humiliating epithets, you. 
Qiall perceive her inconfiftently tricked out,, and 
by a. thoufend fantaftk airs, attracting the won- 
* . " fliip 
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fhip of the affiftants, from the Deity, to her- 
felf. * 

Trace her from the court, into the city ; and 
there, from the general trader, to the retailer, me- 
chanic, and pedlar; thence into the country, 
from the fquire, to the farmer and day-labourer ; 
defcend as low as to the fcavenger, chimncy- 
fweeper, and night-man ; ftill y through alt their 
dirt and filth, you may occafionally diicern her. 

Nor is her parental dominion confined to 
the climates or nations called civilized; Travel 
to the poles, or into the burning zone ; among the 
Bramins, Banians, and Facquars : among the Iro- 

Juois, Canibalsy. and Hottentots j even there 
lall you meet with the operations of this pri- 
mum mobile. What but the arrogance of fu- 
perior merit, inftigates the firft of thefe to affume 
a right of domineering over the confeiences of 
their fellows,, and damning the fouls of tkofe who., 
differ from them ! And for the Hottentots, who 
that reads the accounts of the infolence with 
which they torment r before they eat their ene- 
mies, can doubt whether they are actuated by 
hunger, or haughtiness r In a word* from the 
feuds that lay wafte whole kingdoms, dowir to the 
fickly fpleen which, devours the flighted coquet, 
or the fine lady fuperfeded" in her place, we need 
look no farther for the author of the griefs which 
poifon our peace. 

Ik relation to matters purely fpeculative, none 
who ace ever fo little converfant in them, can be 
at a lofs foe numerous inftances of the havock 
made with learning, truth, and religion, by the 
dogmatical impofition of hypothefes and fyftems* 
invented by men of more power than knowledge ;. 

and 
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and the no left arrogant prohibition of new lights,, 
which might detect the fallacy, or otherwife clafh 
with an aMumed all-fufficiency. Hence was the^ 
afferter of the Antipodes perfecuted in the inquire 
lition. Hence all the mifchiefs ariflng from en- 
thufiafm, hypocrify, bigotry, and zeal. Hence— 
hut I am entering into a field too wide for the 
limits of an ordinary epiftle. Yet having men- 
tioned the poffibility of accounting for atheifim* 
the fame way, I (hall here only appeal to your 
readers, whether that man is limply a fool, or if. 
be muft not neceffarily be a very conceited^ 
loo), who (ays in his heart there is no God i 

And now, fir, fhould it be aflted to what pur- 
pofe this epiftle ? or where the remedy ? it is an- 
fwered, that the utility of (ucb a difcuffioa (which. 
Ibr the fake of the World, I could heartily wiflx 
bad been more accurately handled) muft be ob- 
vious ; for by this means the hydra being reduced 
to one head, it becomes a more compendious 
talk to cut off that one, than to vanquiflt a le* 

Sioft fucceffively fprouting out from different 
ems : or, to change the allufion, the recipe,, 
jnftead of applying to the infinite variety of, 
fymptoms, might be comprifed in two words,, 
banish Pride ; as indeed this difeafb, pregnant 
pf*ib many others, is raoft emphatically caution- 
ed againft in fix words of Holy Writ— Pride 
vms not made for MAp. 

* 
1 aro> Sir, &c 



Nuj»b.. 



N»4J. Tfll'WORtDi *t* 

5fi »£5 SB. %&. %*. 5* Ss 4k £t SX sQfc <£ 9K 32 fit ££ DO JS 

Numb. 45. Thursday, Nwmber.% T 1755. 

■ Nefie coronam* 



Postibus J^V>/ 

To Mr* Fitz-Abam.. 

Sir, 

rr\ H E R E i* hardly a greater- tnftknce of ill — 
. X. nature, or a more certain token of a cruel 
difpofition, than the abufe of dumb creatines v 
efpeciaJlv of thofe who contribute to our advan*- 
tage ann oonveniency.. The doing an ill office 
to one who has intended us no harm, is aftrong 
proof of inhumanity : but unkindnefs to a bcnor 
£a&or is both, inhuman and ungrateful*. 

But it is not my intention a* prefent to anir 
madvert upon our barbarity to the animal cita* 
tion : if you will accept of fo unworthy a correfr 
pondent,. I may take another opportunity of fend* 
ing you mv thoughts upon that fubje& : the btt^ 
finete of tais letter is. only to vindicate from rc»^ 
proach a poor inanimate being, vulgarly called a 
Post, wiuoh every body knows is held in the 
loweft contempt, yet whnfe. fervices to mankind 
entide it to a very high degree of regard and wt 
neration. 

44 As ftupid as a Post," is aphrafe perpetu- 
ally made ufe of. If we Want to characterize a 
fool, or a man abfolutely without an idea, the 
•xpre&on is, "a* ftupid as a Post/ 1 ** As dull 
. / . u a* 
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** as a Beetle," is a term I have no diflike to ; 
nor have I any great objection to <c as grave as- a 
4C Judge," which I have confidcred as a fynony- 
roous phrafe, ever fince I few an old gentleman 
in company extremely angry at being told he 
looked grave ; when it was obferved by a third 
perfon, that grave in the dictionary was vije 
dull. But though it is admitted that the idea 
of dulnefs may be illuftrated by a Beetle, and the 
idea of gravity by a Judge, I pofitively deny that 
ftupidity and a Post have any fimilitudc whatfo* 
ever. 

It is well known, that the ancients, and more 
efpecially the Egyptians, the wifelt nation of 
them all, paid the greateft degree of veneration 
to feveral inanimate things. Almoft all vegeta- 
bles were confidered as gods, and confequently 
worfhipped as fuch. Leeks and onions were 
particularly efteemed ; and there was hardly a 
garden to be feen that was not over-run with 
deities. Now I own that I have no fuch fuper- 
ftitious regard for a Post, as to recommend its 
deification ; nor am I for making it minifttr of 
ftate, as Caligula did his horfe j I only think, 
that when it is undefervedly branded into a pro- 
verb of contempt, common juftice requires, its 
vindication. 

In former ages, how much Posts were 
efteemed, appears from what Juvenal (ays of 
them : 

Ornentur Postes, ttgrandi janua four* : 

>rii*re we fee that they were crowned withJaurcL 
' ' Virgil; 
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Virgil Iikewife, in defcribing the deftru&ion of 
Troy, fays, that the women in the height of 
tteTpair, 

Ample xceque Unent Postes, at que ofcula figunt\ 

without doybt to take an affe&ionate leave of 
them. 'And old Ennius, knowing that they 
were in fome meafure facred, employs no kfs a 
perfon than the Goddefs Difcord herfelf to de- 
molifh them : 



-Difcordia tetra 



Belli ferratos Postes, portafque refregit. 

But before I confider*the fervice of Posts to 
mankind in general, I (hall take this opportu- 
nity of acknowledging the obligation which I 
have perfonally received from one of them, and 
which may very poffibly byafs me in favour of 
the whole fraternity. 

I was travelling very lately, where I was en- 
tirely ignorant of the road, in a part of England 
too tar from town for the common people to ghrc 
that rational direftion to a ftranger, which they 
do in and about London ; and too near it, as 1 
afterwards found, not to relifh ftrongly of its 
vices. Coming at laft to a place, where the road 
branched out into different, paths, I was quite at 
a ftand, till feeing a country fellow paffino; by, I 
enquired the road to Bifley. " To Bifley P* 
fays he, fcratching his head, and looking up in 
my face — " Where did you come from, fir ?" 
I was nettled a good deal at the fellow's ufelefs 
and impertinent queftion, efpecially as it began* 

ta 
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to grow dude y however, that I might get what 
inftru&ion from him I could, I fatisficd hjm. He 
then, after having attentively looked round the 
country, and informed me I might have come a 
nearer way, gave me to underftand, " That he 
u could not well tell, but that I was not above 
4< two miles from it," P — x take the fellow ! 
fey I, he is as ftupid as a Post, and rode on : 
but I had hardly gone a hundred yards before I 
discovered a Post, which very good-naturedly 
held out his finger to mew me the road, and in- 
formed me in a few words that I had ftill three 
miles to go. I followed the advice of this intel- 
ligent friend, and foon arrived at the end of my 
{"ourney, aihamed and vexed at the ingratitude I 
lad been guilty of, in abiding fo ierviceabk a 
guide. 

If a man reflects feriouily with himfeff, as I 
did then, he will find that Posts are very far 
Crpm being fo ftupid as they are imagined to be. 
I may fafely venture to aflert, that they have -all 
negative wLCdonu They neither ruin their for- 
tunes by gaming, nor their conftitutions by drinks ' 
ing* They keep no bad company 5 they never 
interfere either in matters of party or religion, 
and feem entirely unconcerned about who is in, 
favour at court, or who out. Though I cannot 
fey that their courage is great, they never fufFer 
themfelves to be affronted unrevenged j for they 
are always upon the defenfive, though they fel- 
dom give the challenge. Drunkards they have a. 
particular averfion to ; nor is it uncommon for a 
man,, though the fumes of wine may have made 
bim infenfible at night, to feel the effects of their 
refentment in the morning. In fhort, they feem 

deY0te4 
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devoted to the fervice of mankind ; fleeping nei- 
ther day nor night, nor ever deferting the itation 
which is affigned them. One thing I own may 
be juftly laid to their chargej which is, that they 
are often guilty of cruel behaviour to the blind - 9 
though I think they amply repay it, by lending 
fupport to the lame. 

I could enumerate feveral forts of Posts, 
which are of infinite fervice j fuch ad the Mux- 
post, the Whipping-post, the Sign-post, 
and many others : I fliall at prefent content my* 
felf with making a few obfervations on the two 
laft, the Wijippinq-post, and the Sign-post. . 

If to put in execution the laws of the land, be 
of any fervice to the nation, which few I think 
will deny, the benefit of the Whipping-posv 
muft be x^ry apparent, as being a neceiTary in* 
ftrument of iuch an execution. Indeed the fer* 
vice it does to a country place is inconceivable* 
I rayfelf knew a man who had proceeded fo far 
as to lay his hand upon a filver fpoon, with a dc«* 
fign to make it his own; but, upon look wig 
round, and feeing a W*ujp*ing-post in hi* 
way, he defifted from the theft, Whether h* 
Aiipe&ed that the Post would impeach him or 
not, I will not pretend to detumine ; torn* folk* 
were of opinion, that he was afraid of a Habeac 
Corpus. -It is likewife an infallible remedy fo* 
all lewd and diforderly behaviour, which' the 
chairman at feflfbns generally employs it to re? 
ft rain. Nor is it left beneficial to the boneft 
part of mankind, than the dUhoneft : for though 
it lies immediately in the high road to the gal- 
lows, it has flopped many an adventurous young 
man in his progrefs thither. 

Buy 
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But of the whole family of the Posts, I know 
none more ferviceable than a Sign-post, which 
like a bill of fare to an entertainment, always 
ftands ready without door, to inform you What 
you are to expe£r. within. The intent of this has 
been very much perverted, and accordingly taken 
notice of by your predeceflbr the Spectator. He 
was for prohibiting the cafpenter the ufc of any 
fign but his faw ; and the fhoe-maker, but his 
boot ; and with great propriety 5 for the proverb 
fays, ne futor ultra crepidam. And indeed it is 
reafonable " every fhop fhould have a fign that 
44 bears fome affinity to the wares in which it 
<€ deals :" for otherwife, a ftranger may call for 
a yard of cloth at a bookfellers, or the laft 
World at a linen-draper's. But when thefe 
things are adjufted, nothing can be of greater 
fervice than a Sign-post ; inafmuch as it iri- 
ftrufts a man, provided he has money in his 
pocket, how he may fupply all his wants j and 
often dircfts the hungry traveller to the agreeable 
perfumes of a favoury kitchen : from whence it 
is imagined that the common expreflion comes, 
of fmeiling a Post. 

Thus, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you fee how much 
we are indebted to thefe ferviceable things, called 
Posts : and I think it would be a great inftance 
ef. your goodnefs, to endeavour to correft the 
world's ingratitude to them ; fince it is grown fo 
very notorious, that I have known feveral, who 
owe all they have to a Post, induftrious to un- 
dervalue its dignity, and make its charafter ap^ 
pear ridiculous, 1 am, Sir, 

Your mojl humble fervant^ 

W. R. 
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N. B. All Posts of honour, Posts in war, 
letter Posts, and Post the Latin prepofition> 
though they fpell their names in the fame man- 
ner, are of a quite different family ; nor do I un- 
dertake to plead in their behalf, knowing that 
moft of them are in too fio unfiling a condition to 
Hand in need of an advocate. 

Numb. 46. Thursday, November 15, 1753* 

To Mr. Fttz-Adam. 

Sir, 
* C "XII/^HEN a rich ma « fpeaketh,'* fays 
VV tne fon of Sirach, " every man 
" holdeth his tongue ; and lo ! .what he fayeth is 
" extolled to the clouds : but if a poor man 
:" fpeak, they fay what fellow is this ?" I had a 
mortifying opportunity yeflerday of experiencing" 
the truth of this obfervation. . 
: It is not material that I mould tell you who 
or what I am ; it will be enough to fay, that 
though I dine every day, and always make my 
appearance in a clean fnirt, I have no thoughts 
of offering myfelf as a candidate for a borough at 
the next general election, nor am I quite fo rich 
as a certain man of fafhion, who took fuch a fan- 
cy to me this fummer in the country, as hardjy 
to be eafy out of my company. 

This great perfbn came to town laft week for 

the winter ; whither I was called upon bufinefs 

foon after j and having received a general invita- 

Xion to his table, I went yeflerday to dine with 

1 him. 
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him. Upon my being (hewn into the parlour, 
I found him fitting with- two young gentlemen, 
who, as I afterwards learnt, were perfonsof great 
(quality, and who, before I was bid to fit down,' 
entered into a fhort whifper with my friend, 
Which concluded with a broad ftare in my face, 
and the words, " I thought fo," uttered with a 
carclcfs contempt, loud enough for me to hear. 

I Was a little difconcerted at this behaviour, 
but was in forae meafure relieved by a meflage a 
few minutes after, that dinner was upon the ta* 
blc. We were foon feated according to form ; 
and as the converfation was upon general fub- 
jects, or rather upon no fubje& at all, and as the 
having fomething to fay enables a man to fit ea- 
ficr in his chair, I now-and-then attempted to put 
in- a word, but I found I had not the good fortune 
to make myfelf heard. The playhoufes happening 
to be mentioned, I afked very refpeftfully if any 
thing new was to be exhibited this feafon ? Up- 
on which it was obferved, <c that the winter was 
" come in upon us all at once, and that there 
" had been ice in Hyde-park of near half an 
" inch thick." Upon my friend's taking notice 
that there had been a very great court that morn- 
ing, I took occafion to enquire how the king 
did ? when it was immediately remarked " that 
" the opera this feafon would certainly be a very 
*' grand one." As I was a proficient in mufic, 
and a friend to the Italian opera, I hoped to be 
attended to, by faying fomething in favour of fo 
elegant an entertainment ; but before I had pro- 
ceeded through half a fentence, the converfation 
took another turn, and it was unanimoufly 
agreed, M that my lord Somebody's Greenland 

« dog 
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44 dog was the fineft of the kind ever feen in 
" England." It was now high time for me to 
have done; I therefore contented mylelf with 
playing the dumb man till the cloth was removed^ 
ana then took my leave. 

At my return to my lodgings, I could not 
help thinking that it was not abfolutely impoffible 
for great men to be very ill-bred $ but however 
that matter may be, I fhall eat my dinner at the 
chop-houfe to-day, notwithstanding I have juft 
received a card from my friend, to tell me, " that 
" he dines alone, and fhall be quite unhappy 
44 without me," I am, Sir, 

Tour mojl humble fervant, 

F. B. 

Bath, October the 29th, 1753* 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Among the many inventions of this wife and - 
polite age, I look upon the art of not knowing 
people to be one of the greateft. But for fear the 
term fhould be a little too technical for many of 
your readers, I (hall explain it at large. What 
t mean is, that perfons of diftin&ion fhall meet 
their inferiors in public places, and either walk, 
fit, or ftandclofe at their elbows, without having 
the leaft recolle&ion of them ; whom, but a week 
or a day before, they have been particularly inti- 
mate with, and for whom they have profefled the 
moft affeflionate regard. As you have taken no 
notice of this art, in all probability theprofeflbrs of 
it have efcaped you ; but as I have lately been the 
fubjefl: of its fulleft exertion, I beg leave to trou- 
ble you with a few words upon the occafion. 

1 Iam 
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I am a clergyman of fome fortune, though no 
preferment; and knowing that I had many 
friends at the Bath this feafon, I came hither laft 
week to enjoy the pleafure of their converfation. 
The morning after my arrival I took a walk to 
the pump-room, where I had the honour of fee- 
ing a noble lord, a baronet, and fome ladies of 
quality, with whom I was very well acquainted ; 
but to my great furprize, though I flood at the 
diftance of only two or three yards from them, f 
did not perceive that any one of them knew me. 
] have dined feveral times with his lordfhip, have 
frequently drank tea with the ladies, and fpent 
two months this fummer with the baronet, and 
yet am throwing myfelf in their way every morn- 
ing, am fitting next them in the rooms every 
evening, nay, playing at cards with them at the 
fame table, without their having the leaft re- 
membrance of me. There is alio a very genteel 
family in the place, in which I have been fo ex- 
tremely intimate, that, according to the fong, 

1 have drank with the father , have talk* d^with 

the mother , 
Have romp d with the fijler^ and gamed with 

the brother \ 

but, for what reafon, I know not, unlefs it be 
in imitation cf the lords and ladies abovemen- 
tioned, with whom they happen to be acquainted, 
I do not find that any one of them has the leaft 
knowledge of mc. 

I have looked in the glafs above a hundred 
times, from a fuipicion that my face muft have 
undergone fome extraordinary change, to occa^ 

fioft 
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jion this total want of recollection in my friends ; 
but I have the fatisfa&ion to find that my eyes, 
nofe and mouth are not only remaining, but they 
ftand, as near as I can guefs, in the very individu* 
al places, as when my friends knew me ; and 
that their forgetfulnefs is altogether owing to this 
new invented art 5 an art, which it feems none 
but perfons of fafhion, or a few very genteel 
people who have ftudied under them, can make 
themfelves matters of. But it is an art that will 
undo me, if a living which my friend the noble 
lord has been fo good as to allure me of, fhould 
happen to become void while I am in this place ; 
for how can I fuppofe that his lordmip will give 
that to an entire ftranger, which he has fo long 
ago promifed to an intimate acquaintance ? 
I am, Sir, 

Your bumble fervant, 
Abraham Adams. 

I have taken the firft opportunity of publifh- 
ing thefe letters, not from a conviction that the 
writers of them have any caufe of complaint, 
but from a defire of removing falfe prejudices, 
arid of doing juftice to the character of great peo- 
ple. As for the fon of Sirach, whom the firft 
of my correfpondents has thought proper to 
quote, every body knows that his writings are 
apocryphal ; and as to the matter complained of, 
namely, that a private man cannot make him- 
felf heard among lords and great folks, it is the 
fault of nature, who it is well known has form- 
ed the ears of perfons of quality only for hearing 
one another. My other correfpondent, who is 

Vol. I. N piqued 
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piqued at not being known, is equally unreafon- 
able ; for he cannot but have obferved at the play- 
houfes and other public places, from the num- 
ber of glaffes ufed by people of fafhion, that they 
are naturally fhort fighted; It is from this vifual 
defect, that a great man is apt to miftake fortune 
for honour, a fervice of plate for a good name, 
and his neighbour's wife for his own. His me- 
mory is in many inftances. as defective as his 
fight. Benefits, promifes, and payment of debts, 
are things that he is extremely, liable to forget. 
How then is it to be wondered at, that he 
fliould forget an acquaintance ? But I have al- 
ways obferved that there is a propenfity in little 
people to fpeak evil of dignities ; and that 
where real errors are wanting (which is the 
cafe at prefent) they will throw out their invec- 
tives againft natural defects, and quarrel with the 
deaf for not hearing them, and with the blind for 
not feeing them. 

I could go near to write a whole paragraph 
in praife of great men, if I was riot reftrained 
by the confideration, that of all things in the 
world, they hate flattery. 

Numb. 47. Thursday, November 22, 1753. 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

DIM-SIGHTED as I am, my fpeftacles 
have affifted me fufficiently to read your 
papers. Permit me, as a recompence for the 
5 pleafure 
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pleafure I have received from them, to fend you 
an anecdote in my family, which till now has 
never appeared in print. 

I am the widow of Mr. Solomon MuzzV ; 
I am the daughter of Ralph Pumpkin, Efq; 
and I am the grand-daughter of Sir Josiah 
Pumpkin, of Pumpkin-h^ll in South-Wales. 
I was educated with my two elder fitters, un- 
der the care and tuition of my honoured grand- 
father and grandmother, at the hall-houfe of our 
anceftors. It was the conftant cuftom of my 
grandfather, when he was tolerably free from the 
gout, to fummon his three grand-daughters to his 
bed-fide, and amufe us with the moft important 
tran factions of his life. I took particular delight 
in hearing the good old man illuftrate his own 
character, which he did, perhaps not without 
fome degree of vanity, but always with a ftrict 
adherence to truth. He told us, he hoped we 
would have children, to whom fome of his ad- 
ventures might prove ufeful and important. 

Sir Josiah was fcarce nineteen years old, 
when he was introduced at the court of Charles 
the fecond, by his uncle Sir Simon Sparrow- 
grass, who was at that time Lancafter herald 
at arms, and in great favour at Whitehall. 
As ibon as he had kiiTed the king's hand, he was 
prefented to the duke of York, and immediately 
afterwards to the minifters, and the miftrefles. 
His fortune, which was confiderable, and his 
manners, which were extremely elegant,* made 
him fo very acceptable in all companies, that he 
had the honour to be plunged at once into every 
polite party of wit, pleafure, and expence, that 
the courtiers could poffibly difplay. He danced 
N 2 with 
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with the ladies ; he drank with the gentlemen ; 
he fung loyal catches, and broke bottles and 
glaflfes in every tavern throughout London. But 
Sill he was by no means a perfe& fine gen- 
tleman. He had not fought a DUEL. He 
was fa extremely unfortunate, as neves to have 
bad even the happiness of a rencounter. The 
want of opportunity, not of courage, had 00 
cafioned this inglorious chafm in his chara&er. 
He appeared not only to the whole court, but 
even in his own eye, an unworthy and degene- 
rate Pumpkin, till he had (hewn himfelf as ex- 
pert in opening a vein with a fword, as any fur<- 
geon in England could be with a lancet. Things 
remained in this unhappy fituation till he was 
near two-and-twenfy years of age. At length 
his better ftars prevailed, and he received a moft 
egregious affront from Mr. Cucumber, one 
of tne gentlemen-ufliers of the Privy-chamber. 
Cucumber, who was in waiting at court, fpit 
inadvertently into the chimney, and as he flood 
next to Sir Josiah Pumpkin, part of the fpittle 
refted upon Sir Josiah's fhoe. It was then 
that the true Pumpkin honour arofe in blufhes 
upon his cheeks. He turned upon his heel, wen* 
Jiome immediately, and fent Mr. Cucumber a 
challenge. Captain Paisy, a friend to each 
party, not only carried the challenge, but ad- 
jufted the preliminaries. The heroes were to 
fight in Moor-fields, and to bring fifteen feconds 
on a fide. Pundhiality is a ftrong i^ftance of va- 
lour upon thefe occafions. The clock of St, 
Paul's (truck feven, juft when the combatants 
Were marking out their ground, and each of the 
two-and-thirsy gentlemen lyas adjufting himfelf 
6 into 
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into a pofturc of defence againft his adverfaiy. 
It happened to be the hour for breakfaft in the 
hofpital of Bedlam. A fmall belt had rung to 
fummon the Bedlamites into the great gallery. 
The keepers had already unlocked the cells, 
and were bringing forth their mad folks, when 
the porter of Bedlam, Owen Macduff y, 
ftanding at the iron-gate, and beholding fuch a 
number of armed men in the midft of the fields, 
immediately roared out, " fire, murder, fwords, 
4C daggers, bloocHhed ! " Owen's voice was al- 
ways remarkably loud, but his fears had rendered 
it mil louder and more tremendous. His words 
flxuck a panic into the keepers ; tiiey loft all pre- 
fence of mind ; they forgot their prifoners, and haf- 
tened moft precipitately down ftairs to the fcene 
of aftion. At the fight of naked fwords, their fears- 
increafed, and at once they flood open-mouthed 
and motionlefs. Not fo the lunatics ; freedom to 
madmen, and light to the blind, are equally rap- 
turous. Ralph Rogers the tinker began the 
alarm. His brains had been turned with joy at 
the Reftoration, and the poor wretch imagined 
that this glorious fet of combatants were Round- 
heads and Fanatics, and accordingly he cried 
out " Liberty and property, my boys ! down 
" with the Rump ! Cromwell and Iretom 
" are come from hell to deftroy us. Come, my 
" Cavalier lads, follow me, and let us knock 
M -out their brains." The Bedlamites immediate- 
ly obeyed, and with the tinker at their head, 
leaped over the balifters of the ftair-cafe, and 
ran wildly into the fields. In their way they 
picked up fome ftaves and cudgels, which the 
porters and the keepers had inadvertently left be* 
N 3 hind, 
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hind, and rufliing forward with amazing fury, 
they forced themfelves outrageoufly into the midft 
■of the combatants, and in one unlucky moment, 
deitroyrd ail the decency and order with which 
this molt iiluftrious duel had begun. 

It fecmed, according to my grandfather's ob- 
fervation, a very untoward fate, that two-and- 
thirty gentlemen .of courage, honour, fortune, 
and quality, fhould meet together in hopes of kil- 
ling each other, with all that refolution and polite- 
nefc which belonged to their ftations, and fhould 
at once be routed, difperfed, and even wounded, 
by a fet of madmen, without fword, piftol, or 
any other more honourable weapon than a cudgel. 

The madmen were not only fuperior in 
ftrength, but numbers. Sir Josiah Pumpkin 
and Mr. Cucumber ftood their ground as long 
r:S poflible, and they both endeavoured to make 
the lunatics the fole objects of their mutual re- 
venge ; but the two friends were foon over- 
powered, and no perfon daring to come to their 
afllftance, each of them made as proper a retreat 
as the place and circumftances would admit. 

Many of the other gentlemen were knocked 
down, and trampled under foot. Some of them, 
whom my grandfather's generofity would never 
name, betook themfelves to flight in a very in- 
glorious manner. An earl's fon was fpied cling- 
ing fubmiflively round the feet of mad Pock- 
lington the taylor. A young baronet, al- 
though naturally intrepid, was obliged to con- 
ceal himfelf at the bottom of Pippin Kate's 
apple ftall. A Shropfhire fquire of three thoufand 
pounds a year, was difcovered chin deep, and 
almoft ftiflei in Fleet-ditch. Even captain Dai- 
sy 
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sy himfelf was found in a milk cellar, with vi- 
fible marks of fear and confternation. Thus end- 
ed this inaufpieious day. But the madmen con- 
tinued their outrages many days after. It was 
near a week before they were all retaken and 
chained down in their cells. During that inter- 
val of liberty, they committed many offenfive 
pranks throughout the cities of London and 
Weftminfrer j and my grandfather himfelf had 
the misfortune to fee mad Rogers come into 
the Queen's drawing-room, and fpit in a 
duchefs's face. 

Such unforefeen difafters occaficned fome pru- 
dent regulations in the laws of honour. It was 
enacted that from that time, fix combatants 
(three on a fide) might be allowed and acknow- 
ledged to contain fuch a quantity of blood in 
their veins, as mould be fufficient to fatisfy the 
higheft affront that could be offered. 
* Afterwards," upon the matureft delibera- 
tion, as my grandfather allured me, the. num- 
ber fix was reduced to four j two principals and 
two feconds; each fecond was to be the trueft 
and beft-beloved friend that his principal had in 
: the world : and thefe feconds were to fight, pro- 
vided they declared upon oath, that they had no 
manner of quarrel to .each other : for the canon? 
of honour ordained, that in cafe the two feconds 
had the leaft heat or animofity one againft the 
other, they muft naturally become principals., 
and therefore ought to feet out for feconds to 
themfelves. 

Having told you a very remarkable event in 

my grandfather's life, almoft in his own words, 

and finding that tjie ftory has carried me perhaps 

N 4 into 
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into too great a length of letter, I fhall hot men- 
tion fome curious facts relating to my father, and 
to poor dear Mr. Solomon Muzzy, of whom: 
I am the unfortunate and mournful relift. But 
] have at leaft the honour and confolation to be, 
Sir, 
Teur conftant reader ■, and 

moft humble fervant^ 
Mary Muzzy. 

Numb. 48. Thursday, November 29, 1753. 

THOUGH the demand for this paper has 
more than anfwexed my expectations, yet 
the profits arifing from it have not been fo im- 
menfe as to enable me at this prefent time to fet 
up the one-horfe chair which I promifed myfelf 
at firft fetttng out. For which reafon, and for 
certain private objections which I cannot hehj 
making to a poft-chaife or a hired chariot, when 1 
am inclined to make an excurfion into the coun- 
try, I either travel on foot, or, if the diftance 
or the weather fhould make it neceflary, I take 
my place in that fociable and communicative ve- 
hicle, called a ftage- coach. Happy is the man* 
who without any laboured defigns of his own* 
finds his very wants to be productive of his con- 
veniences. This man am I \ having met with 
certain characters and adventures upon thefe ram- 
bles, that have contributed more to the enrich- 
ing my flock of hints towards carrying on this 
work, than would have ever prefented themfelvea 
had I drove along the road admiring the fplen- 

dor 
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dor of my own equipage, or lolled at my eafe in ~ 
the hired one of another. 

Many of thefe chara&ers and adventure* 
had appeared before now in thefe effays, if the 
defire of obliging my correfpondents, aflifted by 
a modefty peculiar to myfelf, That of thinking 
the productions of others to be almoft as valu~~ 
able as my own, had not inclined me (if I may 
fpeak the language of traffic) to turn faftor for 
my friends, and to trade by comroiffion rather 
than to do buflnefs entirely on my own account. . 
And in carrying on this commerce, I have.con- 
fulted the iatisfa&ion of my cuftomers, as well 
as my own intereft : for though I do not pretend' 
to fo much humility as abfolutely to allow that 
any other trader can fend fuch goods to market 
as my own, or, to drop the allufion, that there 
is a man now living who can write fo wittily, fo > 
wifely, and fo learnedly as myfelf; yet the pro^ 
du&ions of many will probably have more vari- 
ety than thofe of a fin&le perfon, even though - 
that fingle perfon fbould be myfelf. But I havt 
ftill a ftronger reafon for giving place to corre- - 
fpondents; it is the ftrong propenfity which I 
have always found in my nature to communi- 
cate happinefs. Every body knows, at leaft every 
writer, with whatinnnite fatisfa&iona man fees 
himfelf in print. For my own part, I (hall ne- 
ver forget the flutterings and heart-beatings I felt 
upon the honour that was done me many years 
ago by the author of the Gentleman's magazine*, 
in publishing a fong to Gselia, which was the 
firft of my compositions. . Indeed there was a 
fmall inconvenience attending the pleafure at 
that particular time j , for as niy finances were & 
7i\ y little 
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little low,. I almoft ruined myfelf by the majiy> 
repeated half-dozens which I Doughtof that ma-» 
gazine to distribute among my friends fur their 
wonder and admiration.. And hence, if I was 
in hafte to fet up an equipage* would arife an- 
other motive to the inferting the letters of corre- 
fpondcnts ; but as every, pecuniary confideration 
is of fmall weight, when compared with the 
pleafure of communicating happinefs,. I have 

fiven it but little of my attention. One thing 
muft requeft of my readers before I have done 
entirely with this uibje<St, which is, . that if jt 
(hould enter into their heads that I have laid be* 
fore them a dull paper, they will pleafe to impute 
it to the abundance of my good -nature, and not 
to any lazinefe in my difppution, or deficiency in 
jny judgment. 

But to return to my country excursions. I 
was coming to town from one of them this week 
in the Windfor ftage coach, which, as we pafled 
through Brentford, flopped to take up two of the 
fair-fex, inhabitants of that genteel place, one of 
them at a collar-maker's, and the other at a 
breeches-maker's. The collar-maker's lady, who 
was a perfon of very fine breeding,, wifhed the 
breeches-maker's lady joy of her coming abroad 
after her lying-in, and excufed herfelf by illnefs 
for not having waited upon her ori the occafion^ 
to which the breeches-maker's lady anfwered^ 
in the politeft manner imaginable, " that fhe 
€< fhould have been extremely glad to have ken 
44 her, but that fhe fent cards to none of her ac- 
44 quaintance, as indeed there was no occafion : 
44 for that, excepting herfelf (meaning the col- 
44 lawmaker's lady) {he had been viftfed at her 

44 fitting 
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" fitting up by all the Quality of Brent- 

" FORD." 

The Quality of Brentford fixed my 
attention to thefe ladies ; and during fo fhort a 
journey as to Hyde-park corner, where I made 
my compliments of departure, I acquired fo 
much knowledge in the affairs of Child-birth, in 
Thrufhes, Red-gums, and the management of 
the month, that I fhould hardly decline a de- 
bate upon thofe fubje&s with the moft experi- 
enced nurfe at the lying-in^hofpital in Brown- 
low-ftreet. 

As there are few circumftances too trivial to 
furnifli ufeful hints to a confideratc mind, at my 
return to my lodgings I could not help looking 
upon this boaft of the breeches- maker's wife,, 
concerning the number and grandeur of her vifi- 
tor?, namely, that they were all the Quality 
of Brentford, to Die exactly of a piece with 
the vanity that poffefles almoft every individual 
of mankind. 

To mention a ftage-coach once more ; who is 
there that has travelled in one, but muft have 
heard it obferved by the moft ordinary of the pafc 
fengcrs, that this was the firft time in their lives 
that they had ever fuffered themfelves to be 
crouded into fo mean a carriage ? For my own 
part, I have always remarked it, that within 
half a -dozen miles of the end of our journey, if 
there has been a finc-fpoken lady in the coach, 
though but a country (hop-keeper's wife, who 
imagined herfelf a ftranger to the company, (he 
has expreffed great anger and aftonifliment at not 
feeing the chaife, the chariot, or the coach com- 
ing to meet her on the road. To what is this 
M 6 vanity 
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vanity owing, but to the defire of being thought 
in ber own oerfon one of the Quality of 
Brentford r 

If we look into the city, and obferve die 
eating and drinking of almoft every common, 
tradeiman ; the ftrut of the hufband in his gown 
and hood upon a lord mayor's day ; die extra* 
vagance of the wife in drefs, furniture, and fer- 
vantsj their parties to Vauxhall and Sadler's- 
wells ; their vifits and entertainments 9 the que— 
ftion. will occur,, whence are all thefe vanities, 
but to fee and be feen' by the Quality of 

BfeENTFORD ? 

The fine gentleman, whofe lodgings no one 
is acquainted with; whofe dinner is ferved up, 
under cover of a pewter plate from the cook's* . 
fhop in Porridge Ifland ; and whofe annuity of 
a hundred pounds is made to fupply a laced fuit 
every year, and a chair every evening to a rout ; 
returns to his bed-room on foot, and goes fhiver- 
ing and fupperlefs to reft, for the pleafure of ap- 
pearing among people of equal importance with 
the Quality of Brentford. 

The confectioner's wife, who lights up her 
rooms with wax candles, ancfcgays for them with 
the card-money; who borrows chairs, tables, 
and fervants of her neighbours;; who fweats un- 
der the fatigue of doing the honours of her houfe, , 
and who is almofl: ftifled to death by the mob fher 
has invited ; has no other gratification from her^ 
folly, than the idle boaft of naving brought toge- 
ther to her rout all the Quality of Brent- 
ford. 

But to take characters in the groupe, why is 
every ordinary mechanic, every pettifogging at- 
torney y. 
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torney, every clerk in an. office, every painter,, 
player, poet and mufician, or, in fhort, why is. al- 
moft every man one knows making a fhdw oeyond 
bis income, but from a defire of being ranked 
among the Quality of Brentford r 

I sh^aLl conclude this paper with a (hoit let* 
ter, which 1 received' two days ago from a cor* 
refpondent, who, if I can form any* judgment of. 
his rank by his manner of writing, mult be one 
of the Quality of Brentford- 

Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
I am no enemy to humour and irony and all 7 . 
that, but I. cannot help thinking that you muflr 
have fpent the chief part of your time among . 
low people; and this is not only my own opi- 
nion*, but the opinion of moft or the perfons of/ 
quality with whom I converfe. If you are really 
acquainted with the manners of upper life, be 
fo good as to convince us of it, by copying its 
language, and drawing your future characters 
from that inexhauftible fource of politenefs and' 
entertainment* . 

I. am, 

Your frienfcand well^wijberj 

Z. 

Numb. 49. Thursday, December 7, 1753.. 

THOUGH I am an old fellow, lam neither 
four nor filly enough yet, to be a fnarling 
laudator temporis afti, and to hate or defpife the 
prefent age becaufe it is the prefent. I cannot, . 
Jiks many of my cotemporaries, rail at the p«- 

derful. 



3t>2 THE WORLD, N° 494 

derful degeneracy, and corruption of thefe times ^ 
nor, by fneering compliments to the ingenious, tfee 
Jagacious, moderns, intimate that they have not 
common fenfe. I really do not think that the 
prefent age is marked out by any new and diftin- 
guifhed vices and follies, unknown to former 
ages. On the contrary, I am apt to fufpeft that 
human nature was always very like what it is at 
this day, and that merf, from the time of my great 
progenitors down to this moment, have always 
had in them the fame feeds of virtu£ and vice, 
wifdom and folly, of which only the modes have 
varied, from climate,, education, and a thou (and 
other confpiring caufes. 

, Perhaps this uncommon. good-humour and 
indulgence of mine to my cotemporaries may 
be owing to the natural benignity of my con- 
stitution, in which I can difcover no particles of 
envy or ill-nature, even, to my rivals both in 
fame and profit, the weekly writers ; or perhaps 
to the fuperiority of my parts, which every body 
inuft acknowledge, and which places me infi- 
nitely above the mean fentiments of envy and 
jealoufy. But whatever may be the true caufe, 
which probably neither my readers nor I fhall 
ever difcover with precifion, this at leaft is cer- 
tain, that the prefent age has not only the ho- 
nour and pleafure of being extremely well with 
me, but if I dare fay fo, better than any that I 
have yet either heard or read of.. Both vices 
and virtues are fmoothed and foftened by man- 
ners ; and though they exift as they v ever have 
done, yet the former are become lefs barbarous, 
and the latter lefs rough. Infomuch that I am 
as glad as Mr. Voltaire can be, that I have the 

g°od 
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good fortune to live in this age ; independently 
-of that interefted confideration, that it is rather 
better to be ftill alive, than only -to have lived. 

This my benevolence to my countrymen and 
cotemporaries ought to be efteemed ftill the more 
meritorious in me, when I (hall make it appear 
that no man's merit has been lefs attended to, or 
rewarded, than mine : and nothing produces ill- 
humour, rancour, and malevolence fo much, as 
neglected and unrewarded merit. 

The utility of my weekly labours is evident, 
and their effects, wherever they are read, prodi- 
gious. They are equally calculated, I may fay 
it without vanity, to form the heart, improve the 
underftanding, and pleafe the fancy. Notwithr 
ftanding all which, the ungrateful public does 
not take above three thoufand of them a week; 
Though, according to Mr. Maitland's calculation 
of the number of the inhabitants in this great me- 
tropolis, they ought to take two hundred thou- 
fand of them*, fuppoiing. only five perfons, and 
one paper to each family ; and allowing feven 
millions of fouls in the reft of the kingdom, I 
may modeftly fay, that one million more of them 
ought to be taken and circulated in the country* 
The profit arifing from the fale of twelve hundred 
thoufand papers, would be fome encouragement 
to me to continue tbefe my labours, for the bene^ 
fit of mankind.. 

I have not yet had the leaft intimation from 
the minifters, that they have any thoughts of 
calling me to their affiftance, and giving me 
fomc confiderable employment of honour and 
profit : and having had no fuch intimations, I 
am juftly apprehenfive that They have no fuch 
'" intentions. 
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intentions. Such intimations being always long 
previous to the performance, often to the inten- 
tions. 

Nor have I been invited, as I confefs I ex- 
pelled to be, by any considerable borough or 
county to reprefent them in the next parliament, 
and to defend their liberties, and the Chriftian 
religion, againft the minifter* and the Jews. But 
I think I can account for this feeming flight, 
without mortification to my vanity and felf-love; 
my name being a pentateuch name, which, . in 
thefe fufpicious and doubtful times, favours too 
ftrongly of Judaifm; though, upon the faith of a 
Chriftian, I have not the leaft tendency to it ; 
and I mull do Mrs. Fitz-Adam (who I own has 
fome influence over me) the juftice to fay, that 
fhe has the utmoft horror for thofe fanguinary. 
rites and ceremonies. 

Notwithstanding all this ill ufage (foe-: 
every man may be juftly faid to be ill ufed, 'who^ 
is not rewarded according to his own eftimation 
of his own merit) which I feel and lament, I can- 
not however call the prefent age names, and. 
brand it with degeneracy. Nature, as I have, 
already obferved, being always the fame, modes 
only varying. With modes, the fignification of- 
words alfo varies, and in the courfe of thofe 
variations, convey ideas very different from thofe 
which they were originally intended to exprefs. 
I could give numberlefs inftances of this kind, 
but. at prefent I fhall content my felf with this 
fingle one. 

The word honour, in its proper fignifica-- 
tion, doubtlefs implies, the united fentiments of 
virtue,, truth, and juftice, carried by a generous 

mind 
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mind beyond thofe mere moral obligations which 
the laws require, or can punifh the violation 
of. A true man of HONOUR will not content 
himfelf with the literal difcharge of the duties of 
a man and a citizen ; he raifes and dignifies them 
into magnanimity. He gives where he may with 
Juftice refufe; ne forgives where he may witlv 
juftice refent; and his whole condu ft is di- 
rected by the noble fentiments of his own unvi- 
tiated heart ; furer and more fcrupulous guides 
than the laws of the land, which being calculat- 
ed for the generality of mankind, muft necef- 
farily be more a reflraint upon vices in general,, 
than an invitation and reward of particular vir- 
tues. But thefe extenfive and compound no- 
tions of honour have been long contra&ed, and 
reduced to the (ingle one of perfonal courage. 
Among the Romans, honour meant no more 
than contempt of dangers and death in the fer^ 
vice, whether juft or unjuft, of their country. 
Their fucceflbrs and conquerors, the Goths and 
Vandals, who did not deal much in complex, 
ideas, Amplified thofe of honour, apd reduced 
them to this plain and fingle one, of fighting for' 
fighting's fake, upon any, or all, no matter 
what, occafions. 

Our prefent mode of honour is fomething. 
more compounded, as will appear by the true 
character which I ftiall now give of a tafhionable 
man of honour. 

* A Gentleman, which is now the genteef 
fynonymous term for a man of honour, muft, 

like 

* A gentleman, is every man, who with a tolerable 61 it of 
cloaths, a (word by his fide, and a watch and (huff- box in hi*, 

pockety 



3 o6 THE WORLD. N'^ 

like his Gothic anceftors, be ready for and rather 
defirous of fingle combat. And if by a proper 
degree of wrongheadednefs he provokes it, he is 
only fo much the more jealous of his honour, 
ana more of a gentleman. 

He may lie with impunity, if he is neither de- 
tected nor accufed of it : for it is not the lie he 
tells, but the lie he is told of, that difhonours 
him. In that cafe he demonftratcs his veracity 
by his fword, or his piftol, and either kills or is 
killed with the greateft honqur. 

He may abufe and ftarve his own wife, daugh- 
ters, or lifters, and he may feduce thofe of other 
men, particularly his friends, with inviolate ho- 
nour, becaufe, as Sir John Brute very juftly 
obferves, he. wears a fword, 
• By the laws of honour he is not obliged to 
pay his fervants or his tradefmen ; for as they are 
a pack of fcoundrels, they cannot without in- 
folence demand their due of a gentleman : but 
he muft punctually pay his gaming debts to the 
fharpers who have cheated him ; for thofe debts 
are.really debts of honour. . . 

He lies under one difagreeable reftraint ; for 
he muft not cheat at play, unlefs in a hoxfe- 
match ; but then he may with great honour 
defraud in an office, or betray a trufL 

In public affairs, he may, not only with no* 
nour, but even with fome degree or j-ustre, 
be in the fame feflion a turbulent patriot, op- 
pofing the beft meafures, and a fervile courtier, 

pockets, afTerts himfe'f to be a gentleman, fwears with energy 
that he will be treated as fuch, and that he will cut the throat of 
any man who prefumes to fay the contrary. 

promoting 
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promoting the wbrft ; provided a very lucrative 
eonfideration be known to be the motive of his 
converfion : for in that cafe the point of honour 
turns fingly upon the quantum. 

From thefe premifes, which the more they 
are confidered the truer they will be found, it 
appears, that there are but two things, which 
a man of the niceft honour may not do, which 
are declining fingle combat, and cheating at 
play. Strange ! that virtue mould be fo dif- 
ficult, and honour, its fuperior, fo eafy to at- 
tain to. 

The uninformed herd of mankind are go- 
verned by words and names, which they impli- 
citly receive without either knowing or aflring 
their meaning. Even the philofophical and re- 
ligious contfoverfies, for the laft three or four 
hundred years, have turned much more upon 
words and names, unascertained and mifunder- 
ftood, than upon things fairly ftated. The po- 
lite world, to fave time and trouble, receive, 
adapt, and ufe words, in the fignification of the 
day ; not having leifure nor inclination to ex- 
amine and analyfe them : and thus often mi fled 
by founds, and not always fecured by fenfe, they 
are hurried into fatal errors, which they 4o not 
give their understandings fair play enough to 
prevent. 

In explaining words, therefore, and bringing 
them back to their true fignification, one may 
fometimes happen to expofe and explode thole 
errors, which the abufe of them both occasions 
and prote£b. May that be the good fortune of 
this day's paper ! How many unthinking and 
unhappy men really take themfelves to be men 

of 
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of honour, upon thefe miftaken ideas of that 
word ! And bow fatal to others, efpecially to the 
young and unexperienced, is their example ani 
fuccefs in the world ! I could heartily wifh that 
fome good dramatic poet would exhibit at full 
length and in lively colours, upon the ftage, this 
modUli character of a man of honour, of which 
I have but {lightly and haftily chalked the out- 
lines. Upon fuch a fubjedl I am apt to think 
that a good poet might be more ufeful than a 
good preacher, as perhaps his audiences would 
be more numerous, and his matter more attend* 
ed to. Beftdes, 

Segnius irritant aminos , demtffa per attrem 
£$uam quafunt oculis fubjefta fidelibus^ et put 
Ipfeftbi tradit fpettator. 

P. & To prevent miftakes, I muft o&ferve 
that there is a great difference between a MaiT 
of honour, and a Person of honour. By 
Persons of honour were meant, in the latter 
end of the laft. century, bad authors and poetsr of 
noble birth, who were but juft not fools enough 
to prefix their namea in great letters to the pro- 
logues, epilogues, and fometimes even the plays 
with which they entertained the public. But 
now that our nobility are too generous to inter- 
fere in the trade of us poor profeffed authors, or 
to eclipfe our performances by the diftrnguifhcd 
and fuperior excellency and luflre of their's ; the 
meaning at prefent of a Person of honour, is 
reduced to the simple idea of a Person of *i> 
1.USTR10US Birth, 

NUME. 
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Numb.* 50. Thursday, Dfcember 13, 1753* 

£t qua tantafuit Romam tibi caufa videndi ? 
* Virg. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

THOUGH I am a conftant inhabitant of 
this town, which is daily producing fome 
new improvement in the polite and elegant arts, 
in which I intereft myfelf, perhaps, to a degree of 

•enthufiafm^md have always a thoufand reafons 
for not leavmg it a fingle day ; yet I cannot help 
ftill accofting my friends, upon their firft arrival 
from the country, with the ufual queftion at this 
time of the year, "Well, fir, what brings you to 
44 town ?" ' The anfwer has always varied accord- 

. ing to the circumftances of the perfon afked : 
w To fee the new bridge ; to put a fon to Weft- 
44 *minfter; the inns of court, the army, &c. 
4 4 To hear the new opera j to look out for a 
44 wife ; to be in fortune's way at the drawing of 
44 the lottery ; to print a fermon \ a novel ; the 
44 ftate of the nation, &c. &c. to kifs hands for 
44 an employment.; to be elected fellow of the 
44 Royal Society ; to confult Do&or Ward ; to 
* 4 be witnefs for Mrs. Squires." In fhort, the 
reafons given are infinite, and I am afraid the de- 
tail has been already tedious. But I muft ob- 
fcrve, that the molt general motive of the men 

has 



3 io T H E W O R L D. N* 50. 

has been to buy fomething they wanted, and of 
the ladies to buy fomething they did not want. 
This year, indeed, that general reafbn has 

fiven place to anqfher, which is not onlyvgeneral 
ut univerfal j for now, aflc whomyou win what 
he is come up for, he draws up all his mufcles 
into a moft devout gravity, and with an impor- 
tant folemnity anfwers you, " ^?o repeal the Jew 
" bill." This religious anxiety bryigs to my 
mind the political zeal, no lefs warm or univerfal, 
in the year ten. I remember I then met with a 
Welch collier who afked me for a halfpenny, fel- 
ling me he was ftarving here, as'werejiis wife and 
children two hundred miles off. As 1 knew him 
by his dialect to be of a good family, I exprefled 
to him my furprize that he would leave his prin- 
cipality to come into a country whert they paid . 
fo little regard to the antiquity of ■fc-houfe, or 
the length of his pedigree ; and defired that tffe 
would tell me why he came to London. He im- 
mediately fwelled with all the pride of his an- 
ceftors, put his arms a kimbow, and anfwered, 
" To pull down the French king." 

But the worft reafon for coming to London 
that I ever heard in my life, was given me laft 
night at a vifit by a young lady of the moft grace- 
ful figure I ever beheld ; it was, " to have her 
" fhape altered to the modern fafhion." That 
is to fay, to have her breafts comprefled by a flat, 
flxait line, which is to extend crofs-wife from 
fhouldcr to moulder, and alfo to defcend, ftill 
in a (trait line, in fuch a manner, that you (hall 
not be able to pronounce what it is that prevents 
the ufual tapering of the waift. I protcft, when 

I faw 
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I faw the beautiful figure that was to be fo de- 
formed by the i lay-maker, I was as much (hocked, 
as if I had been told that flie was come to de- 
liver up thofe^ animated knolls of beauty to 
the furgeon. 1 borrow my terms from gar- 
dening, which now indeed furnifhes the moft 
pregnant and exalted expreflions of any fcience in 

being And thfl^ brings to my mind the only 

inftance thztf xran give an adequate idea of my 
concern. Let us fuppofe Mr. Browne fhould, in 
any one of the many Elyfiums he has made, fee 
the old terraffes rife again and mafk his undulat- 
ing knowls, or ftraight rows of cut trees obfcure 
his nobleft configurations of fcenery. When lord 
Burlington faw the rebuilding of St. Paul's by Sir 
C. Wren, the remembrance of the front which 
had been deftroyed, and his partiality to the work 
of his admilK Inigo Jones, drew from him the 

' following citation. " When the Jews faw the 
" fecond temple, they wept." I own (though 
no Jew) I did the fame, when I heard that the 
moft beauteous • remain of nature's architecture 
was fo foon to be deftroyed - y and could not help 

"reciting thofe once admired lines in the Henry 
and Emma, 

No longer Jhall the boddice, aptly lacd, 

From thy full bosom to thy slander 

waist, 
That air and harmony of shape exprefs, 
Fine by degrees, and beautifully 

LESS ; 

jf n horfemaris coat Jhall hide, 

Tf?y taper Jhape and comeliness of side. 

Obferve 
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Obfcrvc the force of every word ; and as a tefti* 
inony that this excellent writer was peculiarly 
happy in the exprefEon, comeliness of side, 
the niceft obfervor of our times, w]k> is now pub- 
lifhing a moft rational Analyfis of Beauty, has 
chofen for the principal illustration of it, a pair of 
flays, fuch as would fit the fhape defcribed by 
the judicious poet; and has 4Mb fliewn by draw- 
ings of other ftays, that every minute deviation 
from the firft pattern is a diminution of beauty, 
and every grofler alteration a deformity. 

I hear that an ingenious gentleman is going 
within thefe few days to publifh a treat i?e on 
Deformity. If he mean artificial as well as na« 
tural deformity, he may make his work' as volu T 
minous as he pleafes. A few books of travels 
will furnifh him with abundant inftances of 
head-moulders, face-fqueezers, noflP»parers, eaf- 
ftretchers, eye-painters, lip-borers, toothftainers, " 
breaft-cutters, foot-fwathers, &c. &c. all mo- 
Jelled by fafhion, none by tafte. Whenever tafte 
or fenfe {hall interpofe to amend, by a flight im- 
provement, the mere deficiencies in the human 
figure, we may fee by a fingle inftance how it 
is likely to be received. 

A country family, whofe reafon for coming 
to London^ was to have their pi&ures drawn, and 
principally that of the hopeful heir, brought him 
to Sir Godfrey Kneller. That fkilful artift, foon 
difcovering that a little converfe with the world 
might, one day or other, wear off the block, 
which to a common obferver obfcured the man, 
inftead of drawing him in a green coat with 
fpaniels, or, in the more contemptible livery of 
a fop, playing with a lap-dog, 

Or 
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OshmifiifuhUme dedit. 

He gave him a foul darting With a proper fpirit 
through the rufticity of his features. I met the 
mother and filters coming down flairs the day it 
was finished, and I found Sir Godfrey in a moft 
violent rage att&ve. " Look there," fays he, 
pointing to- the pi&ure, " There is a fellow \ 
"I have put fome fenfe in him, and none of his 
" family know him." 

Sir Godfrey's confcioufnefs of his own fkill 
was fo well known, that it expofed him fre- 
quently to the banter and irony df the wits his 
friends. Pope, to play him off, faid to him, after 
looking round *a room full of beauties that he had 
painted, 4< It is pity, Sir Godfrey, that you had 
*" not been confulted at the creation," Sir God- 
frey threw his eyes ftrong upon Pope's (boulders, 
and anfwered, " Really I fhould have made 
* 4 some things better." But the punifhment for 
this profanenefs purfued ow Wit ftill further. 

It is remarkable that the expletive Mr. Pop* 
generally ufed by way- of oath, was, " God 
** mend' me !" One day, in a difpute with a 
hackney coachman, he ufed this expreffion > 
■ c * Mend Ybu ! fays the coachman ; it 
" would not be half the trouble to make a new 
" one." If it may be allowable to draw a moral 
reflection from a ludicrous ftory, I could heartily 
wifli that the ladies would every morning feri- 
oufly addrefs to their Maker this invocation of 
Mr. Pope ; and after devout meditation on the 
Divine patronage to which they have recom- 
mended their charms, apply thernfelves properly 
Vqu I. O to 
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to purfue all human means for the due accom- 
plishment of their prayer. I flatter myfelf that 
this advice may be palatable, inafmuch as it 
comprehends that celebrated example of uniting 
religion and politenefs, delivered down to us 
from the ancients in thefe few words, " Sacrifice 
• c to the Graces/* And I hope the fex will con- 
fider how great a blemifh it wilM>e to the pre fen t 
age, if the painter or hiftorian (hould declare to 
poftcrity that the ladies of .thefe times were never 
known to facrifice to any god but Fashion. 

To conclude the hiftory of my unhappy vifit. 
I muft confefs I was provoked beyond all pa- 
tience, referve, or good-breeding ; and very 
rudely flung out of the room, having firft told 
the lady (he need not have given herfelf the 
trouble of a journey to London, for I would an- 
swer for him, the talents of Mr. Square, her 
Somerfetfliire ftaymaker, were fufficient to drefs 
her in the moft elegant tafte of the modern 
fofhion, or indeed (if he was not an old man) to 
put her in a way that fhe could not poiftbly drefs 
out of it. 

I am, as a lover of 'elegance », 

Your admirer and humble Jervant. 

r 

Numb. 51. Thursday, December 20, 1753. 



- Quod medicorum eft s 



Promt ttant media. : traclant fabrilia/abri. 

Hor. 



T 



HOUGH there is nothing more plcafing 
to the mind of .man than variety, yet i t 

may 
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may be purfued in fuch a manner as to make the 
moft a&ive and varied life a tirefome famenefs. 
To illuftrate this feeming paradox, I fhall relate 
what I learnt from an humble companion of a 
gentleman of vaft fpirits (as he is called by his 
acquaintance) who thinks he has (hewn his value 
for time by never having yet enjoyed one mo- 
ment of it. The active gentleman, it feems, 
propofed to the other to make the tour of England, 
and ride daily from houfe to houfe, and from gar- 
den to garden; which indeed they did in fo ex- 
peditious a manner, not to lofe time, that they did 
not allow the leaft portion of it for the objects 
they faw to make any impreflion on their memo- 
ries. In the hotteft weather they never walked 
under the (hade of the plantations they fo much 
admired and came on purpofe to fee ; but crofled 
the fcorching lawn for the neareft way to the 
building they would not reft in, or the water they 
refufed to be rowed upon. Thus they flew 
through the countries and gardens they went to 
see, with as much fatigue, and not more obfer- 
vation, than a poft-horfe in his ftage ; and this 
for the pleafure of variety, and the advantage 

of IMPROVEMENT. 

In what refpect does this gentleman's conduct 
differ from his who feeks a variety of ac- 
quaintance ? The confequence muft be ex- 
actly the fame; viz. ufe and enjoyment of none. 
» An unexperienced man, who has happened to fee 
one of this turn eagerly following, or boafting of 
His acquaintance with, the builder, the planter, 
the poet, the politician, the feaman, the foldier, 
the mufician, the jockey, would naturally fup- 
pofe he was generally talking with thofe gentle- 
O 2 men 
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men in the feveral fciences they refpe&ively ex- 
celled in. No. This is the only difcourfe which 
he ftudies to avoid. 

Before I endeavour to account for this ftrange 
abfurdity, I would juit obferve, that the perfons 
I am fpcaking of are of a very different character 
from thofe who from a mere principle of vanity 
are continually numbering among their friends, 
though upon the flighted grounds, men of high 
birth and ftation, and who always bring to my 
mind juftice Shallow's acquaintance with John of 
Gaunt, who never faw him but once, and then 
he broke his head. Equally wide of the queftion 
is that chara&er, who from a love of talking 
avoids the company where his news has been al- 
xeady publifhed, and dreads the man who is better 
heard than himfelf on general topics. 

Ignorance and an imbecility of atten- 
tion, if I may be allowed the expreifion, are 
the moft probable caufes of this inconfiftent be- 
haviour. To avoid metaphyseal difquiiitions, let 
us try if we can fet our judgments by com pa- 
ri Ton. Men of the weakeft ftomachs are very 
iblicitous of the greateft variety of difhes and the 
higheft fauces, which they conftantly reject upon 
ti King, being, as they confefs, too ftrong for 
than, though the objects of their defire and ex- 
• c elation before they were brought upon the table. 
It is alio obfervable that when gentlemen after a 
certain age devote themfelves to the fair fcx,,they 
generally purfue with more fervor, and always 
exprefs themfelves with more warmth, than 
when in the heat of youth, fo long as the game 
is out of reach j but a nearer profpect of fuccefs 
foon difcovers the difference between natural 

heat, 
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heat, and the delufion of falfe defire and imagi- 
nary paflion. The fportfinan cannot he more 
apprehenfive and concerned for the death of the 
hare he wifhes to fave, than the old gallant is at 
the approaching opportunity of accorriplifhing his 
defires ; which if he obtain, I am afraid he will- 
fing no other Te Deum than that of Pyrrhus— — 
Such another vidory will ruin me. 



-Animafque in vulnere ponunt 



was a famous quotation of dodor Bentley's on the 
fudden death of an old bridegroom. 

To avoid a dry argument, and as I do not re- 
member to have feenthis fubject touched upon by 
any writer, ancient or modern,. I hate endea- 
voured to throw it into meafure. 

Ye fages fay, who know mankind 
Whence 1 to their real profit blind \ 
All leave thofe fields which might product-. 
Fit game for pajlime or for ule ?• 
The well-fior'd warren they forfake y 
And love to beat the barren brake: 
Sooner their tlcafurn will avoid* , 
Than run the chance of being cloy'd. 

Damoetas ever is afraid 
Lejl merchants Jhould dijeourfe on trade :. - 
And yet of commerce will enquire ', 
When drinking with a country fquire. 
Of ladies he will afk how fion 
They think count Saxe,ean take a town 9 
Or whether France, or Spain will treat* . 
But if the brigadier he meet*. 

Q 3 ' ■&■ 
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He quejiions Him about the fum 
He won or loft at lafl night's drum* 
Or ij fome minifler ofjlate 
JVilt deign to talk of Europe's fate, 
Th' important topic he declines, 
To prate offcups, ragouts and wines ; 
Yet he, atHelluo's board, can fix 
On no difcourfe but politics. 

Once were the linguifl, and the bard. 
The objecls of his chief regard ; 
New with expreffwe Jhrugs and looks 
He flies the haunts of men of books : 
Yet o"cr his cups will condefcend 
. To toafl the prebend for his. friend: 
For depth of reading tell his merit , 
Extol his file for force and fpirit : 
Ajk where he preach' d, or what his text, 
Enquire what work he'll publijh next: t 

What depth of matter, how he treats /f — 
He can't be eafy till he gets it. 
T Vet from the profs 'tis fent him down y 
tt-yf Jay? before 'tis on the town: 
% !t:e title read [for never more is) 
Next having writ ex don. authoris,.. 
He fponds at leaf the time in finding 
J 1 lace to fu'it its fixe and bindiz£+ 
sis might have fervid, if well dir cited, 
To read ihe volume thus r.eglecled. 

When loft with Atticus I dirid y 
Damartas there I chancd to find, 
Who Jlrait addrefsd me with ccmplaint 
JJgw Pollio talk' a of ihe Levant ; 
sft.d hew he teiz'd him near an hour 
With the Grand Signior and his pow'r : 

Then 
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7hen Athens 9 ruirCd domes explained, 

And what In Egypt JIM remained. 

This talk Damcetas could not bear, 

For Pollio had himfelf been there ; 

But from fome fellow of a college 

Would think the fubj eels worth his knowledge* 

The table now removed ', again 
Began Damcetas to complain 5 
" / knew Eugenius in his prime 
" The befl companion of his time : 
" But Jtnce he's got to yonder boards 
" You never hear himfpeak a word, 
<c But tirefome fchemes of 'navigation , « 

" The built ofveffels and their Jlatioh— C 

" Such fluff as Jpoils all converfation" J 

" Good Atticus repeat theverfes, 
€< You lately faid were made by ThyrjuS' 
yohn at that inftant introducer 
TlHs very fervant of the mufes \ 
Damcetas Jlarts, and in~confufion, 
Curfing the d — d ill-tim'd tntrujion, 
Whifpers the fervant qi his tor* 
" John, be Jo good to call a chair ;"~ 
And files the f pot, alarm 'd with dread,. 
Left Thyrjis Jhould begin to read. 

And yet, for all beholds this rule,, 
Damcetas is tnfacl no fool: 
For^he would hardly chufe a groom 
To make his chairs or hang his room y 
Nor with th' Upholfterer difcourfe 
About the Glanders in his horfe *, . 
Nor fend to buy his wife a tete 
To Puddle-dock or Billingfgate \ 
Nor if in labour, fpleen, or trance, 
Fetch her Sir Thomas for Sir Hens.-, 

O4 Nor 
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Nor bid his coachman drive $ y *igkt* 
To parifo-church injlead of White V$ 
Nor make his party or his hetts 
With thefe who never pay their debts 5 
Nor at deJTert of wax and china 
Negletl the eatables f > if any y 
To fmsll the chaplet in the middle 9 
Or tajle the Che l/e a- china fiddle. 

Numb. 52. Thursday, De&mber 27, 17*3. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

I HAVE been h&vay&l ud ruined by the 
bafeft of mankind. My father was ft mer- 
chant of confiderabje note in this town y but by 
unavoidable lofles and misfortunes, he died two 
years ago, broken-hearted and infolvent. I was 
nis only child, and tht ddlghtcf his lifCi Mv 
retention, my drefs and manner of living were 
fuch as would hardly have difcredited a young 
woman of fail) ion. Alas ! the dear parent, to 
whofe fondnefs I was indebted for every advantage 
and enjoyment, intended to have given me a con- 
futable fortune -, but he died, as I have told you, 
and has left me to lament that I was not a beggar 
from my cradle, 

I was ignorant of his cirtumftances, and 
therefore felt not my misfortune in its full force 
till a month after his death : at which time his 
creditors entered upon his houfe^ fold all his fur- 
niture and effects, and left me nothing but my 

clothes 
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clothes and trinkets, which they had no right to < 
take from me. 

In the days of my prpfperity I had a maid«- 
fervant, of whom I was extremely fond ; and to < 
whom, upon her marriage with a reputably 
tradesman, I gave a little portion of fifty pounds,^ 
which were left me by a relation. This young 
woman was lately become a widow ; and bet- 
ing left i& but indifferent circumftances, fhe 
hired a large houfe near the Exchange, and let 
lodgings for her fuppont. It was to this woman 
that I flew for iheker ; being so more than eigh- 
teen years &i age, and, as my father ufed-oftento » 
t$$\ jne, top harvdiome to have friends*- 

I do riot mention this circumftance, indeed I . 
do not, as any thing to be vain of: Heaven' 
knows that I am humbled by itjto the very duft : 
I. only introduced iit as the beit excufe i could i 
think of far the unkindaefs of my acquaintance. - 

I was- received by this -fayourite fervant with v 
gceat appearance of gratitude andefteem.- She: 
feemed Xo pjlty my misfortunes, and $0 take every/ 
^opportunity of comforting and .obliging me. . 

Among the gentlemen that lodged at - her * 
houfe, there was one whom jQbe uied to talk of 
with great pleafure. One day* after Lhad livedo 
with her about a week, fhe told me that this 
gentleman chad a gfrea* inclination to toe known, 1 
to/tne, and that if J badjno obje&ion to company, . 
|>e would drink tea with me .that afternoon. 
Sfoe ;h&d hajsUy ,done fpeaking, when the.gentk- 
..raa*i entered *he rqom. I was angry in my 
4*8$)$ HtAhisireedom ; hut J>i£. genteel appearance 
^nd-bobayiourioon got , the .better of *ny resent- 
ment, , and made me liften. to his .converfation ■ 
O 5- with- 



1 
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with more than common attention. To be as 
fhort as I can, this firft vifit made me defirous of 
a fecond, that fecond of a third, and- the third of 
a thoufand more :• all of which he fcemed as ea- 
ger to pay as I was willing to receive. 

The houfe was fo crowded- with* lodgers, that 
the miftrefs of it had only one parlour for herfelf 
and me ; and as fhe had almoft conftant employ- 
ment at home, my lover had very few oppor- 
tunities of entertaining me alone. But the pre- 
sence of a third perfon did not hinder him from 
declaring the moft tender and unalterable love for 
me, nor did it awe Me from difcovering how 
pleafed and happy I was at the conqueft I had 
made. 

In this delightful Situation near a twelvemonth 
pafTed away -, during which, time he would often* 
lament his dependance upon an. old uncle, who, 
he fa id, would moft afluredly difinherit him, if 
be married a woman without a fortune. 

I wanted no better reafon for this delay ; and 
was waiting for an event that promifed me the 
poflcflion of all I wiftied for, when my happinefs 
was interrupted by the moft villainous contri- 
vance that ever was heard of. 

I had walked out one morning to buy fome 
fliades of filk, in order to finifli the covering ofa 
fettee which. I was working for my benefa&refs ; 
and was returning home through a by-court^ 
when, to my inexpreflible furprife, I found myfelf 
ftopt by two men, who, producing what they 
called a writ againft me, hurried me into a 
coach, and conveyed me, half dead with terror, 
tp a wretched houfe whofe windows were guard- 
ed with. iron, bars* 

As. 
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As foon as I had power to fpeak, I defired to 
know by whom and for what crime I was thus- 
cruelly infulted. They fhewed me without he=- 
fitation their authority : by which it appeared that 
the woman with whom I lived had ordered ire 
to be arretted for a debt of thirty pounds, which 
fhe had fworo I owed her for board arid lodgings. 
44 It is impoflible ! cried I ; fhe cannot have 
44 ferved me fo ! There muft be fome miftake in 
44 this ! Send for her this moment ! I am fure it 
44 is a miftake !" 44 Very poffible, madam/' 
anfwered one of the fellows with a fmile ; 44 but 
44 if you would take my advice, it mould be to 
44 fend for a gentleman infteadrof the plaintiff, 
44 A young lady like you, madam,, need not ftay 
44 here for a deot of thirty pounds." 44 Go where 
44 I fend you, fir, faid I ; tell her what has hap- 
44 ened to me, and bid her haften to me, if fhe 
44 would fave my life.". The fellow fhook his 
head as he went out, but promifed to do as I 
directed. His companion afked me what I 
pleafectto call for, and explained his rneaswng by 
telling me I was in a public houfe. I bid h*tn call* 
for what he liked, and charge it to mc ; he 
thanked me very, civilly, and locking, the door 
after him, left me to myfelf.- 

1 had now a little leifure to refteft:upon this 
adventure; but the more*- 1 thought of it, the 
greater was my perplexity* I remained in this ; 
uncomfortable fufpence tor near an » hour, when 
I heard the door open with . fome precipitation, . 
and faw my- lover enter the room with an afto- 
mfhment not to be imagined. . 44 Good God !" 
feid he, fnatching me to his arms, 44 is»*his an 
44 apartment for my charmer i— That inhuman 
O 6. ** woman ! 
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••* woman !" — " What woman ?" faid I, inter- 
rupting him ; 44 can it be poflible ;" — 44 She 
44 owns it herfeHv" arriwertd he; C4 this pro- 
44 fefiing friend, this -grateful fervant, owns that 
* fhe has arretted you." 1 "was ready to faint at 
.what I heard ; but recoverkig myfelf as weU as I 
could, I enquired into the motives of this wo- 
man's cruelty. 44 Het motive, he replied, was 
44 avarice ; I had feme words wi th her "two days 
44 ago, and threatened -her in jeft that I wouM 
44 leave her lodgings. She thought me in ear- 
44 neft ; and believing I ^was tfbon *© rnarry the 
44 angel whom I doated oil, fhe determined to 
44 make what inoney 4be could of Me,, by ar- 
44 reft in g my fweet girl. She was' not mistaken. 
44 when fhe guefled with what hafte I fhoukl 
44 difcharge the debt. Here, fir," continued he 
turning to the bailiff, 4( is the full fum, and a 
' 44 gratuity for yourfelf. Come, madam, let us 
44 exchange this detefted place, for apartments 
44 more worthy* of you." 

The coach that brought him to my prifon. 
was at the door. He immediately put me into* 
it, and conducted me to a lace-fhop'upon Lud- 
gate-hill.. I remained in the coach while he- 
ftept into the (hop, and continued for a minute, 
or. two in conversation with the miftrefs of it ; : 
when returning to me with great Ghearfulnefs, 
he gave me joy of his fuccefc, and handed me up* 
• ftairs into pleafant and convenient apartments. . 
The exaft order in which I found every thing ia < 
thefe apartments put me upon obferving that the 
owner of them was a prophetefe, and knew that 
I fhould have need of them that very morning. . 
My lover made na airfwer to. my remark, but 
6, < ftraining 



N° sa. THE WORLD. 325, 

ft raining me in his arms,, and armed preffing me 
to death, he called thetn my bridal apartments,, 
■and bid me welcome to them as fkch. He then 
went down to order dinner and a%ottle of cham- 
paign from thetaveca, and returned to me with 
-fo much lore sand joy in his docks, that I was 
charmed with, him heyoikt exprenaon. . When, 
dinner was removed, and the fervant who at- 
tended us withdrawn, ise iaid and looked if© many 
fond and endearing things,, and mingled fuch. 
eareffes with -his words and looks ; forcing upon. 
me at the fame time three m tour glaffes of *a . 
wine I was not ufed to, that my heart, warm as . 
it was before with love and gratitude, confented . 
to his defires^. and. intone fatal moment .betrayed: 
me to a villain. 

I L-rvx© in this.guilty commerce till the efR&s 
of it made me apprehenfive of being a mother 
in a few weeks. 1 had often preffed him for the 
performance of his promifes ; and was now re- 
folded to be> more particularly urgent with him ■; 
upon that fubje£r. 5 but inftead of liftening to me 
as I hoped he would,, he called haftily for his • 
fivord, and took leave of me till the evening. 

I expected his return with the utmoft im- 
patience. . The evening came : another, . and 
another after that ^ but I neither faw him nor. 
beard from him. Upon the fourth day of his 
leaving me, .1 received a vifit from the miftrefs of 
the houfe, . who, , to my great, aftonifliment, ad- . 
drafted me in thefe words. , 

" I thought, Madam, at your entrance in-- 

**' to this houfe, that you were a married woman, . 

. 4< The lady who hired the lodgings for you two . 

#€ * days -before, .gave me aflurance that you were - 

x " -married.'? * 
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44 married."— " What lady ! cried I. You amaze 
44 me ! I heard not of thefe lodgings till I had 
44 taken poflefuon of them. Be quick and tell me 
44 who was this lady ?" 44 Alas ! anfwered my 
44 vifitor, I knew not till, this morning that you 
44 were fallen into the fnafes of the worfr of wo- 
" men, and the mod artful of men/' She faw 
my amazement ; but defiring my attention, pro- 
ceeded thus. 44 As for the gentleman (if he do- 
44 ferves the name of one) you will never fee him 
44 more." — 44 How, madam, never fee him 
44 more !" interrupted I.-. — My voice failed. me as 
I uttered thefe words ; and leaning backwards in 
my chair, I fainted away. She recovered me 
from my fwoon, and then went on. " He has 
44 juft now fent his fervant to difcharge the 
44 lodgings j of whom when I enquired how 
44 you were to be taken, care of in your ap- 
44 proaching hour, his anfwer was, that he had 
44 no commiflion to fpeak to fuch. queftions. 
44 Pray, madam, continued, fhe, is it true that 
44 you were arretted in the ftreet the morning of 
44 your entrance into thefe lodgings ?" I told her 
yes. 44 The fervant then is honcftj (he replied ; 
44 he has given me your, whole hiftory. The 
44 contrivers of that arreffc were the woman 
44 where you lodged, and the villain whom you. 
44 trufted. . Their defign was to fling you .entirely 
44 into his power, that he might, ufe it to your 
44 deftrudtion. But do not defpair, madam," 
added fhe, feeing me in the utmoft affliclioa ; 
44 all women are not monfters.. I have com- 
44 paflion upon your youth, and will aflift you in 
44 your diftreffes. Thefe apartments are yours, 
44 till you . defire to refign them : nor fhall arty 
6 44 things 
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**■ thing be wanting that your fituation (hall re- 
" quire, or that a lady in happier circumftances 
" would wifh to be provided with. And here- 
" after, if you {hould chufe to continue with me, 
44 and aflift me in my bufinefs, I will look upon 
4C you as my daughter^ and forget every thing 
44 which has befallen you." 

Oppressed as I was with grief and fhame, 
my heart bounded at this propofal, I fell upon the 
neck of my benefa&refs, and bedewed it with my 
tears ; telling her, as well as thofe tears would 
permif me, that I was bound to her for ever, and 
would wi£h for no other happinefs than to love 
and pleafe her. 

Three months are paft fince I have been the 
mother of a fweet Boy : in all which time I have 
never fecn (and I pray heartily that I never may 
fee) his inhuman father. The generous woman, 
who fupports me, is even kinder to me than her 
promife. She pays herfelf, (he fays, in the com- 
fortable thought, that fhe has been an inftrument 
in the hand of heaven to fave me from deftruftion. 
She told me yefterday* that the ftratagem by 
which this monfter got me into his power, with 
every particular of his behaviour to me before and 
after it, is his favourite fubject in all companies. 
To deprive him therefore of his principal plea- 
fure, I have thought proper, to take the ftory 
out of his hands, by telling it myfelf. 
I am, Sir, 

Tour moji bumble fervant^ 

Amanda.. 



INDEX. 



INDEX. 



ABUSE, the nuejfary reauifUes for it in an. 
amtbor, 52. 

Abraham Adams, bis letter to Mr.- Fitr-Adatn, 287. 

Allegory of Felicia and Bonario, 65 to 67. . 

.Aiphonfo, bis letter to Celimena, . 249. 

Amanda, btrbiflory, 3 aoi#*3 27. 

Amorous Divines, why called fo, 121. 

Ancients, their boafting, 11. Their fupiriority opor 
the moderns inexpenfive dinners, 125. The Jkilfulr' 
nefs of their cooks, ibid. Unacquainted <witb the- 
atre of the king's evil, 149, 

April -tool day, in danger of lofing its influence by tbe< 
alteration of the ftyle, 59. 

Art of not knowing people, explained, 287. 

Author, his long-fuffering, humility and temperance,. 

BACON, Zarv/, an obfervation of bis, II; 
Bagnio's, their connection <witb the theatres, 54.. 
Batchelor, ^*nr 0/* an old one, 51, 52. 
Beau-monde, the inventors of unintelligible > writing, . 

15°, 1 S 1 - 
Bedlam, a view of it, 142, 143. The contemplation 

of it houu humiliating, 143. Abufes of it, ibid. 
Be tin, Mrs. an account of , one of her comedies, 271. 
fit* nt ley, /)r. * quotation of his on the fudden death of 

an old bridegroom, 3.1 7 . . 
Birch, ../^ efficacy of it in reft raining travelling, 137, 

138. 

Board ing-fchools fcr young ladies, recommended to .the • 
care of the adminiftration, 256* 

Bookfellers* 
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Jtoakfejleri, tie patrons pf laming, 124. Sufpeeled of 

inter eft ed views, 125. 
Brag- table, an afylvm againfi the paffions, z6 1 . 
JBreeches-njaker's lady of Brentford, her boaft in the 

ft age- coach, 298. 
Bride, dif appointment of an old one, 207 to 210. 
Broken heart, a dijea/e not mentioned in the weekly 

kills, 191. 
Bucks, what, 145. Propofals for ereQing an bofpital 

for them, ibid. Their brutality to he imputed to the 

negligence erfondnefs of their parents, 184. 
Burlington, Earl of, a faying of his on the rebuilding of 

St. Paul's, 311. 

G. \ 

CADMUS, tbt inventor of letters, 1 50. 
Cards, the aifurdity of fretting at them, 39* 40. The 

playing at them for triflu, innocent and ufeful, 43, 

Cttic, Or. tbi vkiftsnan* bit bawiidgt <tf Somebody, 

149. 
Celimeoa, her Utter to Mr. Fit* -A dam, 247. 
Chides the lid, his %eal far the propagation of vian- 

tonnefs, 262. 
# Cheheriftany, princefs ef the Genie*, her marriage 

with the king of Chinz, 25 1. Her reafinable rt* 

que/*, t$t, 254. 
Chinefe ornaments, all of wr own invention. 72. ^ 
Church, cuftom of going to it in the days ^chriftianity, 

130, 
Cibber, Mr. his attempt to reform the ft age, 35. ///- 

treated by a barbarous age, 36. 
Clariffa, her letter to Mr. Htz-Adam, 185. 
Club, the jollity of one, bow difturbed, 265. 
Confectioner, a facing of one, 38. 
Cooks of the ancients, their great Jkill, 125. 
Country-races, detrimental to the nation, 1 03, 104. 
Country feats* a fropofai to exclude day-light from 

them, 228. 

Criticifm,. 



INDEX. 

Crkicifm, a difeafe, 199. Caujt of it, 200.. How 
cured, 203. * 

Critics, their nature and office, 1 2. 

Cuckold, a faying of one to a lady in*tbe?ark, 50. 

Curate of York, his hifiory, 191 to 198. 
D. 

DEAF, dumb and blind, the advantage of being fo, 6, 

Demoivre, his calculation of good bujbands and wives, 
131. 

Deflerts, our great improvements in them, 37, 38. . 

Devil, Jet looje among us bj the repeal of the witch a3, 

212. 

Diflimulation, fometimes a virtue, 264. • 
Dodfley, Robert, his preferment, 49. 
Duel, a remarkable one in Moorficlds, 292 to 295. 
Dying, the folly of it, 147. How to prevent it, 148. 

.£. . • . 

EARS of perfons of quality, how formed, 289. 

Eating, bow tmprmotablt by the encouragement of lemm- 
ing, 125, 126. 

Education, an unlearned one, the dijadvantages of if, 
122. Ancient and modern education compared, 184* 

Egyptians, their deification of vegetables, 280. 

Englifh, their behaviour abroad, 137. 

Eaton- fchool, a cufiom of it, 135. 

Exercife, better paint fir the ladies than rougt, 226, 227. 
F; 

FABLE of Modefty and Affurance, 13/016. Of 
tbe old man y the boy, and the a/s, 79. 

Fafhion, preferred to elegance and grace* 310. 

Felicia and lionario, an allegory, 63 to 67. 

Fitz-Adam, Mr. bis quack ad vert ijement, 8. His ad' 
vertifement to the wits, IO, 1 1 . His high opinion of 
him/elf 12. His refolution never to be perjonal, $3* 
His tendernefs fcr tbe majlers of both theatres, ib.d. 
His a'vtffmn to i^rits compliments on him/elf, 80. 
His deficiency in epijhlary writing, 80. 81. His great 
difco<very, 171, 172. His indulgence to the admi- 
njfi ration, 206. His difiike and reconciliation to 

tho 
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the marriage- bilk ibid. His intention of nailing 
horfe-Jhoes to the threJboUs of certain doors in this me- 
tropolis, as a charm againft the witchcrafts of gam* 
ing and jacobitifm r 216. His vindication of great 
people* 289. His objeQions to a hired chariot or 
pojl-chaife, 296. His deftre to communicate bappi- 
nefs to his correspondents, 297. His adventure in the 
Windfor f age- coach, 298. His great knowledge* in 
affairs of child-birth , 299. His good opinion of the 
prefent times, 302. Is glad to be alive in them, 302, 
303. The great utility of his labours, 303. Ingra* 
titude of the public in taking off no more than three 
thoufand of his papers weekly, ibid. Negleded by the 
minifers, ibid. Invited by no borough or county to 
reprefent them in parliament V 304. His great com- 
plafance for the times, notwithftanding their ill ufage 
of him, ibid. * 

Fre tiers, women fo called, 40. Their behaviour at an 
Aflemblee in Thames- dree t, 41 to 43. 
.-' G. 

GARDENING, the effea of it in this kingdom* 87. //* 
fa/hion in the reign of king William, 88, 89. How 
altered by Kent, 89. 

Garrick, Mr. his refinement on Mr, Rich, 35. Advif- 
ed to turn harlequin, and why, 55. 

Gafcony, the intendant of 3 bis defers* 39- 

Gedoyn, Abbe y bis amour with Ninon L'EncIos, 177, 

Geniieman, or man of honour \ what, 30 j, 306. . 

Germans, their difcoveries in medicine, 149. 

Glaftonbury thorn, its infallibility, 57, $8. Propofal 
to regulate theflyle by it, 58. 

Good humour, the moft neceffary virtue of a wife* 
254. Deftroyed by controul, ibid. 

Good fort of men, what, 261 to 267* 

Gonzaga, Lucretia, her letter to her boufekeeper, 82. 

Gonzales de Caftro, his Jlory, c, 6. 

Goths and Vandals, their Simplification of their ideas of 
honour, 305. 

Great men, tbiir dinners, how. exhilarating to authors* 

124. 
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124. Lifers by {butting their doors *g*i»fi learnti 

men, end why, 115. 
Grey Fryars, ^ the order if At. George, their abfti- 

nence and devotion, 170. 
Growlers , menfo called, 40. 
n. 
HAPPINESS, only conftitutieu*!, 93. Difficult? of 

obtaining it, 1 71. 
Harlequin, hit indelicacy, 270, 271. 
Hats, the indecency ef ladies wearing them at churchy 

186. 
Hearty, Francis, his letter to Mt\ Fitz-Adam, 265. 
Heaven open to ail men, title ef a hooky /# what com* 

pared z$ 1. 
Henry the lid of France, his p*ffio*fer the duchefs of 

Valentinois, 175. 
Hieroglyphics, the uncertainty of them in writing* 

I50, 151. 

High Birth, the he/ proof of it in a lady's complexion, 

'what, 258. 
Holdfaft, Prodentia, her letter to Mr. Fitz Adam, 256. 
Honneteraent, the expence of appearing fo, mi. . 
Honour, its proper Jignification, 304, 305. Complex 

ideas of itfimplified by the Goths and Vandal*, 3OJ; 
Horfes, Englilh, bo*w <v*lunbk a f road, 103. 
Hsfbsnd, the head *f his <xife 9 hew, tl$: His unfit* 

nefs to govern himfelf, 254. Hrw obliged to his ivife, 

for eafing him. rf that troublefome office, ibid. 
Hu (bands* good ones, fewer of them than of good wives* 

JACOBITES, their %eal and ingenuity* 154. 4 fe* 

male one dangerous, unlefs ugly or an. old maid, 2^6. 

-James the lid, a faying of his, to his courtiers at $/.. 

Germain, 47. 
James the lit, his curing the kings evil, 149. Corro- 
borated by the ingenious Mr, Carte, ibid. 
James, Dr. the efficacy of his powders, 148.. 
jew bill > anxiety to repeal it, 310. 

Jews„ 
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Jews, not to be prayed for at church, and why* t6g. 
Indifcretion, applied to the conduct of a lady, what, 

246. 
Irtfh, their expofiulation with the dead, 147. 
Italians, their forms for writing letters, 82. 
Julio, his Utter to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 34. 

Kent, Mr. the Calvin of our reformation in garden* 

. 'H* 37- 

Kifang, Mr. a Chinefe upholftercr, 241. 

Kitty, Mifs, her behaviour to a colonel of the guards 

under Weftminfter bridge, 247. 
Kneller, Sir Godfrey, ajlory of him, 312, 313. His 

reply to Mr. Pope, 313. 

LADIES, their purfuit of nature in their drefs, 36, 37. 
flow to be benefited by their encouragement of learn- 
ing, 126. iheir undr effing to go abroad, 132. 
Their fovereignty over their Hnfbands ferviaable to 
the Jl ate, 25'/. 

Learning and Virtue, caufe and effecl, 122. 

Letter, from a country curate on hor rowing money of a 

friend, 16. From Julio, on our approaches towards 

' nature, 34. From H. S. on the prefent paffion for 

4 Chinefe ornaments, 6". From, an officer in quarters, 

requeuing that the paper of the World may have feme 

•' religion in it, 73. From a clergyman, defiring it may 
have no religion in it, ibid. From Philologos, com- 
plaining of its inaccuracies, 73. From A. B. in praife 
of its inaccuracies, 75. From Tom Telltrutb, com- 
plaining of the Jlory of Mrs. Wilfon, 76. From a 
lady, commending the Jlory of Mrs. U ilfon, ibid. 
From Amicus, requeuing grave papers, 77. From 
Dourillac, dcfring light ones, 78. From Luc ret ia 
Gonzaga to her hou/ekeeper, 82. From Maximilian, 
emperor oj Germany, to Margaret, duchefs of Savoy, 
his daughter, 84. From the lady Anne, widow of 
the earls of Dorfet and Pembroke, to Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon, 86. From York, giving an account of 

. the 
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the reclor of Soith-green and bis *wife 9 94. From 
R. D. giving the biftory of a tour to Paris, 106. 
From J. T. on romances, 1 1 6. ./Vvni H. M. «« /& 
connexion of learning and virtue* 121. From Cot* 
inophilos, giving advice to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 128. 
/row John Softly, 0* /£* prefer obfervaHon of Sun- 
day, 129. From S. L. as /£* nakednefs of tbt ladies, 
131. /Vow Eaton-fchool, on travelling and flaying 
truant* 1 34. From P. P. on the abufes of Bedlam, 
14c. From J. T. giving an account of three mona* 
/lories lately erefiedin this town, 165. From R. D. 
on the behaviour of bis Jon abroad, 178. From G. 
D. at Rome, to bis father, 179. From bis gover- 
nor to the fame, 181. From C laritfa, on the ladies 
wearing bats at church, 1 85. From W. S. on the 
injuftice of her lover, 187. From W. B. giving the 
biftory of bis misfortunes, 191. From B. D. on the 
malady of criticijm, 199. From a bride of fifty-fix, 
complaining of her dif appoint meat, 207. From Nic. 
Limber tongue, containing bis biftory and qualifica- 
tion* ftr a correfpondent, 216. From Ruiiicus, on 
the &tt of killing fummcr in the country, 224. Frcm 
Mary Truman, on the miferies of toad-eating, 229. 
From Samuel Simple, defcribing his boufe in the 
country, 239. From Celimena, on the fatal confe- 
qucnces of her paring her flays, 247. From Pruden- 
tia Holdfaft, on the undutifulnefs of her ' nephews and 
nieces, 256. From Sophia Shuttle, on the dangers 
and. temptations of a country life, 257. From Fran- 
cis Hearty, on the dulneft of his club by the admif 
Jion of a member of fine breeding, 269. From Philo- 
cofnios, 267. from J. M advifing the omijjion of 
the prayer for Jews, Turks, and Infidels, 268. From 
S. W. upon pantomimes, 27c. On pride, 272. 
From W. R. in vindication of fofts, 279- From P, 
B. on the ill- breeding of great men, 285. From 
Abraham Adams, on the art of not knowing people, 
287. From Mary Muzzy, en the exploits of her fa- 
mily, 290. From one nf the Quality of Brenttord, 

301. 
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30 !. On the various rea/ons for coming to town, 
• 309. From Amanda, containing the biflory of her 

ill ufage, 320. 
Lisibertongue, Nic. bis letter and bifiory, 216(022$. 

Abftra&s from bis other letters* 245 to 247. 
Little people, their propenfity tofpeak evil of dignities, 

290. 
Love, the great cordial of life ', 172. Old women the 

proper objects of that paffion, ibid. 
Louis the XlVth, his attachment to Madame de Main- 
tenon, 17 c, 176. 
Luxury of the Romans, imitated, not equalled, by the 

prefent age, 126. 

M. 
MAN of honour, a true one, what, 30 £. 
Maxim, Lady, her remark on the pantomime of the 

Genii, 35. 
Maximilian, Emperor of Germany, bis cbarader, 83, 

84. His letter to bis daughter, 84. 
Men of fpirit about town, what, 145. Propofal for 

creeling an ho/pit al for their confinement, ibid. 
Moderns, bow obliged to Lord Bacon, 1 1 . Their bajb< 

fulnefs, 12. Superior to the ancients in the art Oj 

healing, 147. Their infallible met bod of curing the 

king's evil, 148, 1 49. 
Moderty of young gentlemen offajhion, 7. 
Modefty and Aflurance, a fable, 13 to 16. 
Mon after ies, three of them ere Sled in this metropolis, 

166, 167. 
Money, the mortification of borrowing it, 1 9 to 21. 
Monro, Dr. hisjebeme to prevent the contagion ofcri- 

ticijm, 201. 
Montaigne, an obfervationofhis, 93. 
Morocco, natives of that country, their regard for 

herfes, 104, ro5« 
Motto's, Greek and Latin ones, fatisfaSory and enter" 

tainingto thofe ivbo do not underfiand them, 10. 
Muzzy, Mary, her letter to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 290. 

.. Naked. 
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N. 
NAKEDNESS of the ladies, emhlematicd of tleir 

innocence, 133. 
Nature, our approaches to it, 34. /* drtfs, 36, 37. 

In gardening, 37, In dejjirts, 37, 38. 
Newmarket races* defer ibid, 99 to 10a. 
Ninon L'Enclos, her amours from the age rffifty^fix to 

eighty 176* 177. 

O. 
OBEDIENCE of wives, only + temporary command* 

Old Bachelor, afiory of one, 51, $2. 

Old Women, the proper objeQs oj fenfual love, 17a. 

PANTOMIMES, their dignity and innocently 55. 

Not altogether terfeil, 270. Wherein faulty, 270, 

271 . More obliged for their beauties to the carpenter 

than the wit, 2 7 2. Objernmiion of 'a per/on of quality 

upon them, ibid. 
Pans, a tour to it, 106 to 1 1 5. 
Parthenifla, £*r letter to Mr. Fitz-Adam, 155. Zfcr 

Platonic amour with a captain of dragoons , 157* 

158. 
Paulina, Lollia, £*r appearance or a fubferiptutn maf- 

querade, 126. 
Persons of honour, different from men of honour, 

3<> 8 - ' . 
Perfons of quality, naturally Jbort-fighted, 290. fl/^ 1 

takes occajiomd by it, ibid. 
Pierot, bis indelicacy, 27 • 
Pompon, a de/cription of one, 11 3. 
Pope, Mr. ajhry of him, 313. 
Poppjea,* the wife y'Nero, £*r warm, b at b, 126. 
Polts, /£«> ufejulnefs to mankind, 279. /fozv efleemed 

by the ancients, 280, 281. 7£«r a<verfion to drunk* 

aids, 28 $. Their cruelties to the blind atoned for by 

their fervices to the lame, ibid. 
Powder, grey, to be ujed only by young ladies > 113, 114. 

Pride, 
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Pwde, thefource of almoft every guilt and nij/etyi 

to Z2& 
Play r the great advantages of it to the ladies* 26 U- 
Puffing, the benefit of it* 7. 
Pumpkin, Sir Jofiah, his character and hiftorj, 294 ,, 

to 296. 

QUALITY, ^Brentford, 299; 
Quiet, dome/tic, the motive to more- of out acJions than- 
voe care to vwn% 109* 

RACE- HORSES, their pedigree how attended to, 103* 
Kates at Newmarket, ionjidertd, 99 to 102. 
• RambHng, propofaJfor an- ad- againft x it, and what,, 

1394 
Reproof, never Jo efficacious as when tempered nvith* 

good- humour* 187.. . 

Rtemance9} the prefent age over-run nvith l them, liSl 

Heroic ones, written above nature, 117. Modern-. 

ones, written below nature, ujf. Jjidicious ones, a\ 

fleafeng way of inftruBiom, ib'id. None to he licenfed" 

except ftampt Richardf6n or Fielding, 120. 
Rouge, ttis confluence of ufing it, 115; 
Rufticus, his letter on.the art of killing ftimmer in the 

country,. 224. 
Ruzvanfchad, king of China, his marriage with the 

frincejk Cheherittany, from the Feifati tales, 25 J, > 

s; 

SATIRE, general, bad confequences of it, 51; 
Scarlet Kryars; of the order of St. J ames, -their numbers* 

and cbaraSers, 170. 
Seconds, in. a duel, on what conditions to fight, 295 • • 
Seneca, an observation of his, 51.. 

Vol, I. P Sciw* 
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Senefiio* pispueriHiy in the eharaBtr of Alexander, 

36. JiP&tf happened to him in the Optra ^Binaldo, 

ibid/* •- -• ' 

Senfual love, the proper obje&s of it, wfo, 17c 
Sajtant, && advice to his enfignwbewas beating him, 

10. 
Sevigne, Madame de, the pattern §f eloquent writing, 

81. 
Shuffle, Sophia, her letter to Afar. PitOrAdain, 257. 

Sig%P9ftt». tbir ***&*> 2S4- 

Simple, Samuel, hiftory of bis wife q*a\ cowtfryrficuft, 
239 te 245. 

Simplicity, the principal excellence in all the perform 
mancei of art, 159* /// effjejts eonfideredin painting, 
ltfo. In architecture;, 16 1\ Iff mufic, 162. In 
'writing, 163. In dire fs, 164. In morals 165, 

Softly, John, his Utter to Mr. Fit*- Adam; 129. 

Somebody „ how cured by Somebody of the king's entity 

' H9-* '* ' « . • 

Soutji-grttn, rdfrr */J *m/ ifr ov^ft, aitfr hiftory , 94,, 

/a^9. 
Specifics, unknown to the ancients* 147. 

tirit, itsfuferior excellence to matter, * 16*0. 
ige coach, vanity of thofe who travel in it, 299* 
Stuarts, family of them, for what remarkable, 214. 
Style, new, the ineonveniencies of it, 58 to 62. 
Summer,' bow to make it endurable in the country, 224* 
Sjunday, the abufe of it* 129* 130. Inftituted as a day 
of reft, 1 30. Intention of it perverted by going to 
church, ibid. Ljt**g in bed the only way of keeping 
> it, ibid. 



TASTE, a word ufed without, ideas, 67. How to be* 

applied, 68. Common acceptation of it, 1 85, 186* 

Theatres, their connexion with the bagnio's, 54. 

Theodore, king of Corfica, his charader and hiftory, 

5 *6> 
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From a correfponderit with an advert ijemeni en ih* 
card duty, 149. from Mary Tape, flropbfing a 
SUnday* j affemhly, 150. from G. H. on, the 
wonderful ejfe&s of t quack medicines in \he defiruor 
Hon of rats and mice, 151. From Jack- Love-Box, 
on the advantages of gaming, 162. From ihe'focie- 
ty of fin- maker s, requeuing the repeal of thi ad' fir 
.pulling down London-Bridge, 175, From Tho- 
inas Tarnedeer, on his wife's fondnefs for her fa- 
ther, 183. From W. B. on his ad<vertifing 
fbY an agreeable companion in a pofi -ckaife* 
188. From P. Laycock, on the genteel names of 
hisjifters, 196. From A. Singleton, propofing a» 
army of ladies, 203. From W. on the letter I,. 
206. On general fal ire, 219. From C. IX en 
his adventure with his maid, 229. From Job ft 
Anthony Trifhhan, propofing a receptacle for Sui- 
cides, 23.!. From H. M. on his diftemffr called, 
Pedigree, and his Inclination to kill Bimfelf,. ?42« 
From'TWncAhf Loiter, on QneV-felf,' 261. groto 
Nicholas Novel, on gentility, 276. On the levy- 

.. * n i a tax on tkf. /*&*&■ °f &P°d *b* n £h 2 94r * Fr*t» s 
C. recommending a tour tb China, in/fead : of France, l 
299. From t T. Z. on the vexations of gallantry v 
Joo. ifyW'Gebrge Ivfeanweii;* ai the difagree-' 
ptent of bisfervanUi . 3 1£« . , Fr«w .C, P. .'*» theaXdj 

' -humours" of 'BeY uncle ana aunt, 3 19. On . 4&V* '<?*</* 
thin f culls %zi. . J/y» Vandyke, yi* ^ "riglh\hq^ 

._ noura^le tie ladv C F. 334 .-•■•'".' J 

Letters' of tTte AIpRaBer, ' /for peti^iort cigaUJl 'U tf*if 
O, 156. V. v ? 

Lomatrus; Paul, % Ms' iredtife on the artificial bia0 
of women, 18/023% * w * ' 

■'" ' - / MANIA* 



INDEX. 

M. 

MANIA, genteel, what, ami its various afptarances*. 
267* 

MeanweH, George, his Utter /<? il/r. Fitz- Adam, on 
the dff agreement of bis ftrvants, 3 1 3 » 

Medicines, alterative, their furfrixing power im mo- 
rals 81. Quack ones, their ivonderful ejfeftjs in. 
the definition of rats aid mice 9 151 *f 153* 

Metaftafio, his character as a comfofir of JtaJiaa 
opera's, gS. 

Modtfty, falfe, the effect ^"double entendres, 28 u. 

NAKEDNESS, im ladies, Mr. Fitz-AdamV protefi 

againfL it, 84. 
Nature, human, its frailty, 16;. lllujhattd by «. 

fabU, 166. 

O. 
ODE onfeuhture^ 273. 
Odes, the old Englifhman, the modern Eoglifbman, 

62 /(? 65. 
Old Maids* their dijlike to double- cmendrcs, anal 

*why, 280, 281. 
OneVfelf, a. very impertinent vifitor, 261" /* 266. 
Opera's Italian* eonfidered cjy. Tbofg of Metaftafio 

particularly recommended, 99. ... 

P. 
PASSIONS, am expedient for the proptr exercife of 

them, 288. 
Play, deep, * great vitiation, of decorum. i*\ the fair 

fex,,% 12. 
Police, a French term, not to be tranjlated into Eng^ 

IMh,, 207,, 208, 
Politenefs, French, acceptation*, ef it >. 2J&8, 
Erigg* Sir Harry, bis character, andfalfe notions ofi 

rural rtthrtment, 140* 
Pythagoras, bis do&rine of the transmigration, of fouh, 

vindicated, \J. 

oyAck,. 



INDEX. 

- tions to modern authors, 108. His adventure with* 
a nvbimfical vicar, who defpifed everybody that 
ivaj unhealthy, 126. Is reprimanded for ajfertr 
ing card-playing to be an innocent and ufeful amufe- 
nunt, 135. /#/ viftt to Sir Harry Pri gg, 140. 
His differtation on the frailties of human nature,. 
165. His complaint againft the French hair-cut* 

' ters', 172. His propofal to the government* 174. 
His vindication of a man's cheating in bis vocation^. 
177/ His differ tat ion on decorum, 207. His re^ 

fleclions on the inhumanity of tormenting dumb crea- 
tures, 2 1 4. His remarks on the force of cufiom andr 
example among the French, 226. Inconveniencies 
that have attended him on account of bis fuperior 
vrifdom, 236. His differ tatirm upon anger, 248* 
fiij refle&ions on the falje clampurs againft the degc—- 

- neracy of the age, 254. Hi) remarks on the genteel 
Mania* 267^ His differtation on double entea- 

' dres, '277. » On military drefs, 284. His plan 
for the exercife of the pajjions, 288. llis fall from* 
'bis one-borfe chair, 326. His ivaming to great 
men, 328. His requeft to be buried in Weftminfter* 
Abbey, 329. Hitmsnument and epitaph, 330. 
French hair-cutters, detrimental to. the Jale of the 
' WorlcJ, 1.72. 
French politene/s,. vjbat>, iz%* 

O. 
GAMING, a national virtue, and why, i€k. 
Genteel, fatal effects of appearing fo, 267. 
Genteel company, their peculiar tafte for doable en» 

tendres, 277. 
Good things, a tax propofed on faying them, 29 j. 
Greatness,. /& curffi attending it, 116 to 118. 

HAPPINESS, the royal gams of it, 74. Rules and 

diredions for playing it, 105. ' 
Health, tie blejjtngs of // K 126, Tat only, riches 

worth of regard* 1 xi, 132, 

- ^Pj Herb*- 



INDEX.' 

HerodotttS, his oh/ervatis* em thick easd tbin Jcn6s % 

3*3- 
Hooefty, m great help u beoaty, 23. Obliged to he 

incog, and ivby, 69. fhe appearance of it of feme 

mfe t 181. The praBice rf it proper for per/oms of w 

•oocaticn, 182. 

Honour, the impart and dignity of the term, 67. A 

lodys honour, ivbot, "O. 
Hofpitals, their coftly building and utility, 89. ?a- 
nity of their beufaScrt ixpojed, 90. 

J, the impertinence of that letter % 206. 
Joan, Frincefs Dowager cf Wales, her hfi ivill aad 
teftament, 31. 

L. 

LAD1R9, their mechanifm correfpondeat with that of 
a clock, 1 iq. 

Lad-day, a Beautiful defcriptioa of it fy d modern 
poet y 46. 

Legacy, a remarkalle one of a late grocer to his wife* 
30. 

Letter from A. Z. propofing an be/pit al for decayed 
a SI or s and aBriffes, 24. From Thomas Hearne,- 
jun. on penances, 29. From L. M. with the hi* 
fory of bis /on, 37. From C. B. on the' late earth* 
quake at Liibon, 44. From T. L. on tbe ladies 
cutting off their hair, 53. From A. W. cm coun- 
try coafinr, 54. From E. P. recommending eating 
as <well as drinking of healths, 57. On honour and 
benefty, 6$. From J. T. on the royal game of hap* 
finefs, 72. From Academicus, <u>ith his me~ 
t bod of curing tbe vices, 78. From S. B. on tbe 
naked ne/s of the ladies, 84. From L. L. on ad~ 
wertifements, 85. From A* S. on dreamer j, 8£% 
On tbe behaviour of an aunt, 91, 92, From J. T. 
*wtth his farther remarks on tbe royal game of bap- 
finefs, !02. From A. B. on tbe folly of ambition % 
H j« On tbe drefs, voice, and elocution of a modern 

ladjap 



index, 

. 46, 47. A benefit fropofed for his enlargement* 
48, J. fubfcription for a fubfidy opened for him at 
Mr. Dodfley'/, 49. 

Tour *o Paris, 106/0115* 

Travelling, the pajfion for it bow to be cured, 136, 

137- 
Turvcy, Thomas, bis etdvertifement* 268. 

V, 

VERSES, on the abfurdity of not cmverfing with men 

in the fciences they prof efs, 317. 
Villa, a defcription of one, 91 to 93. 
Villiers, Chevalier de, his pajfion for his mother, 176. 

His cataftrophe, 177. 
Virtue, not fecure of immediate bappinefi, and why % * 

'62, 63. Infeparable from learning, 121. 
Vivifying drops, their Amaxing effeSls, 148. 
Voyage, from Vauxhall to Whitehall in a dark night 

under a tilt, 246, 247. 

W. 

WARD, Dr. the efficacy of his drop and pill \ 14$. 

Welch, collier, fiory of one, 31a. 

Weftminftcr bridge, an adventure under it, 247. 

Whim a better word for tafie, 68. 

Whipping poft, the benefit of it, 285. 

Whift, people's behaviour at it cenfured, 39. The ef 
fentials of it, 259. 

White'/, gentlemen there, their fcheme for the advance- 
ment of learning, 1 26, 1 27. 

White Fryars, an order of monks near St, James'/, 168^ 
Difficulties of being admitted into their fociety, ibid* 
Their abftinence, penance, and mortification, ibid. 

Wilfon, Mrs. her fiery, 21 to 27. Concluded, xj, to 33* 

Wi.tenburgh, duke of bis defect, 38. 

Witch &&, the mif chiefs of its repeal, ill to 214. 

Wkck- 



I N I> e x: 

Witchcraft injhtnces cf fco/./c under its influence* ibid. 
Witches, hp what tokens to knew them, 21$. Sow 

to defeat their fafcinat ions % ibid. 
Wives, good ones, more numerous than good hujbands* 

131,134. Iheir fituefs to govern. 254. Ho*»t* 

keep them in good humour, ibid. 
Women, jupemr to men in epiftolary 'writing, 81. 
World, the difign of tht paper Jo called, 9, 10. Various- 

opinions concerning it, j\ to 78. Supplemental to the 

laws, 106. 
Writers of modern romances, their ignorance §f Hfe§ 

118, 119. 



YOUNG WOMEN, not the proper ohjeUs of fenfual 
kit, 17*. 



$kt End of the Firji Volume 



